THE BRITISH COUNCIL 








British 
Book 
News 





A GUIDE TO BOOK SELECTION 


Contents 


Pure Mathematics R. L. Goodstein 
Reviews of Recommended Books on All Subjects 
A Sclect List of Forthcoming Books 


JZ Yi 


Price 1s 3d net JANUARY 1959 Pages 1-82 


(OVERSEAS PRICI 











AMILIAR QUOTATIONS 


AND FIGURES - 









A famous pre-war everyday 

Reference Book — | 
completely revised 
. and re-published 





for today ! 


Revised by: 
MILESTONES in omboan % “ a 
ymonds 


N GENERAL KNOWLEDG¢ 
NSWERS " EVERYDAY Facts 






















Allinone volume! 


Attractively 
produced ina 
single handy 
volume of no 
fewer than 659 
pages. Durably 
bound with 
stained top. 





READY RECKONER « - | Only 21s. net 


Comprehensive sections on: 


ARRIAGE and Parenthood: The Business of 

the Home (rents, finance, legal points, etc.) : 
Cookery and Catering : Medical Guide : Gardening: 
Beauty Culture : Etiquette and Correspondence : 
Television and Radio : Everyday Law : Games 
and Pastimes : Fortune Telling : Holiday and 
Tourist Guide : Countries of the World : Complete 
Dictionary and Crossword Companion : Milestones 
in History : Famous People : Famous Characters 
in Fiction : General Knowledge : Complete Ready 
Reckoner : Everyday Facts (weights and measures, 
postal charges, Government Offices, etc.). 


























CAMBRIDGE 
BOOKS 


The New Cambridge 
Modern History, II 
Edited by G. R. ELTON 

Volume II, the third to be pub- 
lished in the new series under 
the general editorship of Sir 
George Clark, is on the Reforma- 


tion, and covers the years 
1520-59. 37s. 6d. net 


The Letters of 
John Keats 
Edited by H. E. ROLLINS 

The definitive edition of Keats’s 
letters, which includes a large 
number of letters written to him. 
‘It is unlikely ever to be super- 
seded’.—THE TIMES. 


Two volumes, 918 pages. 
£7 net the set 


Business & Politics 
under James I 
R. H. TAWNEY 
Professor Tawney’s new work is 
is on Lionel Cranfield, merchant, 
minister, and first Earl of 
Middlesex. ‘A true work of art’.— 


G. R. ELTON in the MANCHESTER 
GUARDIAN. 40s. net 


Children’s Books 
in England 
F. J. HARVEY DARTON 


The standard work on the history 
of children’s books, first pub- 
lished in 1932. It has been edited 
with an introduction by MISS 
KATHLEEN LINES. Second Edition. 

35s. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 




































Birds 
of Cyprus 


DAVID A. BANNERMAN 

W. MARY BANNERMAN 
This book lists 342 species and sub 
species which may be observed in 
the island, Each species is described 
separately in terms of appearance, 
distribution, and breeding habits. 
Profusely illustrated. 
63s, net 


This World 
Around Us 


ROBERT GOUY 


Robert Gouy’s story of a journey 
round the world is an entertaining 
and colourful account of his travels 
and of his meetings with the people 
of the lands he visited. The 
countries themselves, their native 
customs and varying ways of life 
are all the subject of shrewd com- 
ment. Ilustrated with 63 of the 
author’s photographs. 

18s. net 


Behind the 


Lianas 


HENRY LARSEN 
MAY PELLATON 


The authors, leaders of a recent 
expedition to French Guiana, give an 
exciting glimpse of the life of the 
tropical forests of South America. 
The objects of the expedition were 
to study the abundant and exotic 
plant and animal life of the primeval 
forests and to make contact with 
the ancient primitive tribes of the 
region. Illustrated. 

186. net 


OLIVER & BOYD 


Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh ! 










































































COUNTRY LIFE 



























= . 6: 
Books of Distinction | 
Curious Britain’s 
. 
Naturalists Nature 
Dr. Niko Tinbergen Reserves 
The author is a leading naturalist and a m 
student of animal behaviour and this E. M. Nicholson N 
important work surveys the bee killing va 
wasps of the Dutch sand dunes; the ry Director-General, 
snow buntings and phalaropes of Green- The Nature Conservancy 
land; hobbies and other hawks; moths Describes Reserves from Shetland to 
and butterflies in various parts of Anglesey, Devon, Norfolk and Kent, 
England and Holland; biack-headed managed by the Nature Conservancy, 
gulls of the Ravenglass Nature Reserve, the National Trust, and other bodies. 
Cumberland; the kittiwakes and eider “Valuable work of reference . . 
ducks of the Farne Islands, etc. admirable guide book to some of the imost 
“Informative and fascinating. Has not interesting areas of country in Britain.”’ 
only the L,, r —- - — —The Observer. 
vation, but a lyrical quality . . . wil “Will come as an eye-opener to many 
pass i * any Py Ei ~ A people . . . we could have no better quali- 
pep Tubeees Time ‘and Tide. om to these regions’’.—Coming 
32 gravure illustrations, 35s. 65 illustrations, 30s. 
COVENT GARDEN W.C.2 T 
Si 
g! 


Oem ALLMAN erence 
Just published ? 


COMPLETE ’ 
ENGLISH-ITALIAN ‘ 
COURSE : 

tl 


By Dr. C. BONI 


st 
So far as is known, no such new book on this subject has been ai 
published in this country in the last decade. This entirely new iM 

work comprises a course divided into 50 lessons, words and 
idiomatic phrases, exercises and copiously cross-referenced dual é 
vocabulary, enlivened by 7 pages of half-tone illustrations. N 
Crown 8vo. 284 pp. Illustrated 17s.6d. net. fc 
Send for Catalogue, or, Order from: : 

ALLMAN & SON 

(Publishers) Ltd. 7 


CREECHURCH LANE LONDON, E.C.3. 





BRITISH BOOK NEWS 


65 DAVIES STREET LONDON W.1 


Opinions expressed by the contributors are 
not necessarily those of the British Council 


World Copyright. Permission to reproduce any 
of the contents of this iodical must be 
obtained from: The Editor, British Book News. 


NUMBER 221 JANUARY 1959 








PURE MATHEMATICS 


R. L. GOODSTEIN 


THIS brief survey of works on pure mathematics published in this country 
since 1948 covers both elementary university textbooks and advanced mono- 
graphs for specialists. 


In some branches of mathematics, like algebraic geometry, the past decade 
has been very productive. In algebra there have been no large scale treatises 
but a number of valuable textbooks have appeared. W. L. Ferrar, Finite 
Matrices (1951, O.U.P., 21s.) takes the reader from advanced school work 
almost to the threshold of original research in the new study of functions of 
matrices. Another book on matrices is L. Mirsky, An Introduction to Linear 
Algebra (1955, O.U.P., 35s.) which presents both the older treatment of matrix 
theory and the modern theory in which the vector space is the basic concept. 
D. E. Littlewood, A University Algebra (1950, Heinemann, 30s.) adds to the 
standard topics of an Honours course in algebra an account of Schur functions 
and their applications in representation theory. A third edition of W. Leder- 
mann’s concise and readable Introduction to the Theory of Finite Groups (Oliver 
& Boyd, 8s.6d.) appeared in 1957. The theory of rings is the subject of D. G. 
Northcott’s Ideal Theory (1953, C.U.P., 15s.), the first book to cover the 
material ab initio, and P. M. Cohn, Lie Groups (1957, C.U.P., 22s.6d.) gives 
the first account published in this country of the modern algebraic theory of 
Lie Groups. 


A novel marriage of algebra and analysis is to be found in H. A. Thurston's 
The Number System (1956, Blackie, 15s.), an account of the construction of 
the system of real numbers which makes free use of the concepts of modern 
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algebra. J. C. Burkill’s The Lebesgue Integral (1951, C.U.P., 18s.) provides an 
excellent elementary introduction to measure theory, and a brief account of 
both the Riemann and the Lebesgue integral is to be found in W. W. 
Rogosinski Volume and Integral (1952, Oliver & Boyd, 10s.6d.). In 1952 there 
appeared also the second edition of W. V. D. Hodge’s celebrated The Theory 
and Application of Harmonic Integrals (C.U.P., 35s.) containing a new existence 
proof. Some old and new problems on convex sets find new solutions in 
H. G. Eggleston, Problems on Euclidean Space (1957, Pergamon Press, 40s.) and 
Convexity (1958, C.U.P., 21s.). D. A. Quadling, Mathematical Analysis (1956, 
O.U.P., 25s.) is a very carefully written introductory text, and W. L. Ferrar, 
Differential Calculus (1956, O.U.P., 27s.6d.) gives an excellent elementary 
account of the delicate problem of maxima and minima in several variables. 
A useful brief introduction to the study of the Legendre and Bessel functions 
is I. N. Sneddon, Special Functions of Mathematical Physics and Chemistry (1956, 
Oliver & Boyd, 1os.6d.). 

Only three books on complex function theory have appeared during the 
period under review, but these are all important monographs. The first is 
E. C. Titchmarsh, The Theory of the Riemann Zeta — Function (1951, O.U.P., 
45s.). The other two are in the series of Cambridge Tracts in Mathematics 
and Mathematical Physics: M. L. Cartwright Integral Functions (1956, C.U.P., 
18s.), which studies functions of finite non-zero order regular in an angle or 
open plane, and W. K. Hayman, Multivalent Functions(1958,C.U.P., 27s.6d.), 
which contains recent discoveries not hitherto available in a book. 


The relatively new subject of functional analysis is represented by several 
extensive works. Foremost of these is F. Riesz and B.Sz — Nagys Functional 
Analysis (1955, Blackie), translated from an earlier French edition, a great 
work of exposition on modern theories of integration, integral equations and 
linear operators in Hilbert space. Another fundamental work, with excellent 
historical notes, is H. L. Hamburger and M. E. Grimshaw, Linear Trans- 
formations in n-dimensional Vector Space: An Introduction to the Theory of Hilbert 
Space (1951, C.U.P., 32s.6d.). R. G. Cooke, Infinite Matrices and Sequence 
Spaces (1950, Macmillan, 42s.) has extensive applications to divergent series, 
and the sequel Linear Operators (1953, Macmillan, 52s.6d.) gives an account of 
the spectral theory of linear operators. B. van der Pol and H. Bremmer, 
Operational Calculus (2nd edition 1955, C.U.P., 70s.) bases the operational 
calculus on the Laplace Transform. 


A translation from the Russian, $. G. Mikhlin Integral Equations and their 
Application to Certain Problems in Mechanics, Mathematical Physics and Tech- 
nology (1957, Pergamon Press, 80s.) pays particular attention to methods for 
obtaining numerical results. The theory of intergral equations is also the sub- 
ject of the Cambridge Tract, F. Smithies’ Integral Equations (1958, C.U.P., 
27s.6d.). 
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The second part of E. C. Titchmarsh Eigen-function Expansions associated 
with Second-order Differential Equations (O.U.P., 70s.) has recently been pub- 
lished. Other new books on differential equations are L. Fox, The Numerical 
Solution of Two-Point Boundary Problems in Ordinary Differential Equations 
(1957, O.U.P., 60s.) and a relatively elementary text, J. C. Burkill, The 
Theory of Ordinary Differential Equations (1956, Oliver & Boyd, 8s.6d.) which 
seeks to provide insight and not merely technique. 


The third edition of G. H. Hardy and E. M. Wright, An Introduction to the 
Theory of Numbers (1955, O.U.P., 42s.) includes an account of the Erdés- 
Selberg elementary proof of the prime number theorem. This theorem and 
Vinogradoff’s theorem that every sufficiently large odd number is a sum of 
three primes are the subject matter of T. Estermann’s remarkably brief and 
lucid Introduction to Modern Prime Number Theory (1952, C.U.P.). J. W. S. 
Cassels, An Introduction to Diophantine Approximation (1957, C.U.P., 22s.6d.) 
contains a great wealth of material in a concise textbook. 


The first mathematical publication by the Athlone Press, B. Segre, 
Arithmetical Questions on Algebraic Varieties (1951, 10s.6d.) discusses the diffi- 
cult problem of finding rational points on algebraic surfaces. A translation 
from the Russian I. M. Vinogradov, An Introduction to the Theory of Numbers 
(1955, Pergamon Press; reprint in preparation, 21s.) makes a valuable addition 
to first texts on number theory; another is H. Davenport, The Higher Arith- 
metic (1952, Hutchinson, 10s.6d.), a work of fine exposition intended for the 
general reader. 

The major event in the literature of algebraic geometry has been the publi- 
cation of the second and third volumes of W. V. D. Hodge and D. Pedoe, 
Methods of Algebraic Geometry. The first volume containing algebraic pre- 
liminaries appeared in 1947 (C.U.P., 55s.). Volume Il (1952, C.U.P., sos.) 
contains Book III, the general theory of algebraic varieties in projective space, 
and Book IV, Quadratics and Grassman varieties. Volume III (1954, C.U.P., 
$0s.), consists of Book V on birational geometry. Another important work 
is J. G. Semple and L. Roth, Introduction to Algebraic Geometry (1949, O.U.P., 
38s.), a stimulating book alive with the spirit of the great Cambridge geo- 
meter H. F. Baker. A good treatment of elementary correspondence theory 
and collineations in the plane and space is in J. G. Semple and G. T. Kneebone, 
Algebraic Projective Geometry (1952, O.U.P., 38s.). L. M. Blumenthal Theory 
and Application of Distance Geometry (1953, O.U.P., 55s.) is an expanded ver- 
sion of an earlier American publication. R. L. Goodstein and E. J. F. 
Primrose, Axiomatic Projective Geometry (1953, Leicester University Press, 15s.) 
is largely confined to those parts of plane projective geometry which find 
their most elegant treatment in a purely synthetic development. A remarkable 
book which is of interest to both professional and amateur geometers is H. G. 
Forder, Geometry (1950, Hutchinson; reprint in preparation). H. S. M. 


B 3 








Coxeter, Regular Polytopes (1948, Methuen, 50s.) is lavishly furnished with 
diagrams and half-tone plates, many of great beauty, and H. M. Cundy and 
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A. P. Rollet, Mathematical Models (1952, O.U.P., 21s.) ranges from nets of 


the polyhedra to machines for solving equations. In topology, E. M. Patter- 
son, Topology (1956, Oliver & Boyd, 8s.6d.) provides a broad first course 
and P. J. Hilton, An Introduction to Homotopy Theory (1953, C.U.P., 18s.) 
centres attention on homotopy groups. The only publication in the field of 
differential geometry is the important reference work, J. A. Schouten and 
W. v. D. Kulk, Pfaff’s Problem and its Generalisation (1949, O.U.P., 705.). 


D. J. Struik’s A Concise History of Mathematics (1954, Bell, 14s.) is a marvel 
of compression and another very welcome addition to the literature of the 
history of mathematics is a cheap reprint of E. T. Bell’s informative, exu- 
berant and provocative Men of Mathematics (1953, Penguin Books, 2 volumes). 
E. Kasner and J. Newman make a valuable attempt to convey the spirit of 
modern mathematics to the interested amateur in Mathematics and the Imagina- 
tion (1949, Bell, 18s.6d.). Of more interest today to the historian than the 
student of the foundations of mathematics is the translation by D. A. Steele 
of B. Bolzano, Paradoxes of the Infinite (1950, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 23s.), 
but no scrious student of the subject will ignore the posthumous publication 
of L. Wittgenstein, Remarks on the Foundations of Mathematics, edited by G. H. 
von Wright, R. Rhees and G. E. M. Anscombe and published simul- 
taneously in the original German and with a translation by Miss Anscombe 
(1956, Blackwell, 37s.6d.). Another important book in this field is A. Tarski, 
Logic, Semantics and Metamathematics containing papers, originally published 
in Polish or German between 1923 and 1938, translated by J. H. Woodger 
(1956, O.U.P., 60s.). R. L. Goodstein, Mathematical Logic gives a brief survey 
of recent results (1957, Leicester University Press, 21s.). 

The rapidly expanding field of numerical analysis has been well served by 
R. A. Buckingham, Numerical Methods (1957, Pitman, 70s.) which gives an 
exhaustive account of classical methods and may prove to be the definitive 
textbook on numerical analysis. For a briefer survey D. R. Hartree, Numerical 
Analysis (2nd edition 1958, O.U.P., 42s.) is adequate and assumes no previous 
knowledge of the subject, but is not a text for beginners. S. Vajda, The Theory 
of Games and Linear Programming (1956, Methuen, 8s.6d.) is an introductory 
text which uses only elementary algebra and co-ordinate geometry. 


Three volumes of the new series of Royal Society Mathematical Tables 
have appeared. The first two have been designed and compiled by E. H. 
Neville: Vol. I, The Farey Series of Order 1025 Displaying Solutions of the Dio- 
phantine Equation bx—ay=1 (1950, C.U.P., 105s.), and Vol. Il, Rectangular 
Polar Conversion Tables (1956, C.U.P., 32s.6d.). The third volume, compiled 
by J. C. P. Miller and published before the second, is Table of Binomial Co- 
efficients (1954, C.U.P., 42s.). 
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Two new periodicals containing papers on pure mathematics have com- 
menced publication during the past few years. The Proceedings of the Glasgow 
Mathematical Association (Oliver & Boyd, 40s. per volume of four Parts) and 
Mathematika (University College, London, 25s. per annum for two Parts). 


Dr. R. L. Goodstein is Professor of Mathematics in the University of Leicester and editor of 
the quarterly Mathematical Gazette. 


O.U.P. = Oxford University Press. C.U.P. = Cambridge University Press. 





HOW TO OBTAIN BRITISH BOOKS 


A Guide For Booksellers 
with a Classified List of 
British Publishers and Exporters 


and their overseas agents 


Over twenty-five thousand copies of the first three editions of this invaluable guide 
issued by the Publishers Association have been distributed, free of charge, to book- 
sellers in all parts of the world since 1949. The new fourth edition which lists British 
publishers’ representatives and agents abroad, with an expanded list of publishers, 
classified to show the principal kinds of book which they publish, also includes a 
section listing bibliographical aids, periodical and otherwise, and a note on the Unesco 
Book Coupon Scheme. Copies may be obtained free on request from: The Publishers 
Association, Export Research Service, 19 Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 





CORRECTION 


THE AUSTRALIAN WOOL MARKET, 1840-1900 and THE ASTRONOMER’S 
UNIVERSE published by Melbourne University Press on behalf of the Australian 
National, University, and reviewed in the December 1958 issue of British Book News, 
are also published in the United Kingdom by Cambridge University Press. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their | 
merit with the collaboration of: I 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 


Public Library of Toronto (Canada) EB 
Royal Commonwealth Society * B 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution f 
Victoria and Albert Museum : . 
and many individual specialists. , 
$ 
‘ 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
possible) may be addressed to the Booksellers Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland, 14 Buckingham Palace Gardens, London, $.W.1, who will forward them 
to a bookseller in Britain. Such orders will be dealt with, however, only when 
accompanied by a remittance sufficient to cover the cost of the book and carriage, 
and, where not sent in Sterling, the appropriate cost of conversion. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 


which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
PUBLISHED IN THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 


% New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 


* RHEOLOGY ABSTRACTS. A Survey of World Literature, Vol. 1, 


No. 1, May 1958. British Society of Rheology. Hon. Editor: J. H. C. Vernon. 

Pergamon Press, Quarterly, 40s. per annum. 21-5 cm. 
Although this is the first issue of a new series, it is the direct descendant of the abstracts 
section of the Bulletin of the British Society of Rheology. The new ‘Abstracts’ are 
classified under the following headings: theoretical, instruments and techniques, metals 
and other solids, polymers, elastomers and viscoelastic materials, pastes and suspen- 
sions, liquids, general. A list of 126 journals is given, which indicates the world-wide 
coverage. (016-53) 


Learned Societies 
SCIENTIFIC AND LEARNED SOCIETIES OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
A Handbook compiled from Official Sources. s9th edition. Allen & Unwin for the 
British Council, 35s. 1958. 22 cm. 216 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
About 200 societies have been added to the third post-war issue of this handbook, last 
published in 1956, which gives concise details concerning the foundation, objects, 
numbers of members, subscription, meetings, publications and library of more than 
800 learned societies and institutions. These are grouped under sixteen subject headings 
such as Mathematics, Physics, etc., Medicine, Agriculture, Engineering and Architec- 
ture, Literature and Fine Arts. The opening section lists the principal organisations 
conducting officially sponsored research, other than University departments, technical 
colleges and those attached to commercial firms, and is followed by a most useful 
Select bibliography on the organisation of scientific research in Great Britain. 
(062-05) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


MY PHILOSOPHY ON LIFE. A Symposium. Edited by the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Inman. Odhams Press, 18s. 1958. 23 cm. 190 pages. 
This volume brings together the reflections on life of ten men and women of various 
ages over forty-five, all of whom have achieved considerable eminence in the sphere 
of action or thought, and who here set down the guiding principles which have given 
their lives meaning. Several of the contributors centre this guidance in the Christian 
faith, Lord Gorell in the finding of an object of love, Sir Harold Nicolson in a virtue 
adjusted to the terms of human existence, since he cannot believe in an after life. The 
essays are mostly simple and direct in their testimony ; they impress above all as sincere 
statements of the authors’ beliefs. (104) 








THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL. Austin Farrer. The Gifford Lectures 

delivered in the University of Edinburgh, 1957. Black, 28s. 1958. 22 cm. 330 pages. 
Dr. Farrer surveys contemporary opinion on the classical problem of free will. He 
draws his evidence alike from neurological, theological and psychological studies and 
examines the implications of both phenomenal freedom and actions of the will. The 
value of his account lies in the way the conclusions from different sources are related 
and in the meticulous analysis of the problems logically entailed. Thus, the work forms 
an admirable introduction to the problem and will be valuable both to students and 
to those generally interested in metaphysical problems of this nature. (123) 


MENTAL DEFICIENCY: The Changing Outlook. Edited by Ann M. 
Clarke and A. D. B. Clarke. Methuen, 45s. 1958. 22 cm. $30 pages. Illustrations. 
References. Index. (Methuen’s Manuals of Modern Psychology) 

The editors, Clinical Psychologists at the Manor Hospital, Epsom, have as their aims 

to review the literature of mental deficiency in its psychological and social aspects, 

with reference also to genetic, environmental and aetiological studies; to demonstrate 
how experimental method can be applied to theory and practice and the close relation 
between these two fields, and how the obstacles to learning and social difficulties can 
be countered. J. Tizard and N. O’Connor, Research Psychologists, Medical Research 

Council’s Social Psychiatry Research Unit, write on individual differences in the men- 

tally deficient and in learning and mental defect. A. C. Gunzburg deals, among other 

subjects, with psychological assessment and M. Penwell with speech disorders. 

Excellently documented with references to British and American work, this is a 

valuable survey of a field to which the authors have made original contributions. (132) 


FIGURAL AFTER-EFFECTS. Peter McEwen. Cambridge University Press, 
22s.6d. 1958. 24°5 cm. 114 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (British Journal of 
Psychology. Monograph Supplement XXX1) 

Figural after-effects (illusions of shape, size, or position occurring after prolonged 

attention to an object) have received much attention for their possible bearing on the 

relation between perception and physical processes in the brain. This monograph by a 

Belfast psychologist presents a painstaking summary and critical discussion of the vast 

amount of experimental work on the topic. To those who wish to embark on a close 

study of the problem it will be invaluable. Those who want to know the upshot of the 
work will be disappointed; the author can report little more than conflicting inter- 

pretations and continuing doubt. (152) 


THE BLUE AND BROWN BOOKS. Ludwig Wittgenstein. Blackwell 
(Oxford), 25s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 202 pages. Diagrams. 
Wittgenstein’s later ideas were slow in maturing. They emerged in the course of two 
activities: his lectures and seminars at Cambridge, and long periods of seclusion com- 
piling the note-books upon which his teaching was based. These notebooks, a blue 
and a brown, were in circulation long before anything assumed a form suitable for 
publication. So fond was Wittgenstein of the epigrammatic style that the notes, despite 
their diffuseness, are valuable in providing convergent clues to his meaning. The two 
‘books’ have different objects: the first is concerned with ‘language games’ or different 
languages, the second with the relation of language to ‘reality’. But, as always, 
Wittgenstein’s aim changes as he proceeds, and we have the impression that he does 
not always want us to be tied down to a consistent meaning. .« (164) 








THE LATER PHILOSOPHY OF WITTGENSTEIN. A _ Short 
Introduction with an Epilogue on John Wisdom. David Pole. University of London: 
The Athlone Press, 15s. 1958. 21 cm. 138 pages. Diagrams. Index. 

An understanding of Wittgenstein’s later philosophy depends upon a knowledge of 

the earlier, and this book would have benefited by some preliminary exposition of the 

point of view of the Tractatus Logico-philosophicus. It is therefore a book for the student 
already some way advanced in philosophy. The author begins by explaining what kind 
of revolution in thought Wittgenstein initiated; for, although that remarkable man 
believed philosophy to be more than the ‘analysis of language’, it is through linguistic 
analysis that his later thought is best approached. A final chapter is devoted to the ideas 
of Wittgenstein’s most direct disciple, John Wisdom; and this provides a warning of 
what may happen when a philosophy is pushed to the point at which is becomes mere 
‘description’. (164) 


HEGEL: A Re-examination. J. N. Findlay. Allen & Unwin, 35s. 1958. 22 cm. 
372 pages. Index. (Muirhead Library of Philosophy) 
Professor Findlay, of London University, provides an admirably clear yet detailed 
guide to Hegel by isolating his main tenets from the involute language in which they 
are expressed and by sympathetically examining their implications. Thus, a review, 
principally, of the Phenomenology of Spirit and the Encyclopaedia of the Philosophical 
Sciences shows the existence in the structure of Hegel's thought critical and anti- 
metaphysical elements which are often overlooked or undervalued in contemporary 
philosophical discussion. This approach also highlights the considerable differences 
between Hegel and the Hegelians and provides a clue to his immense historic impor- 
tance. This book will be a vade-mecum for all students. (193) 


RELIGION 


ST. STEPHEN AND THE HELLENISTS in the Primitive Church. 
Marcel Simon. Longmans, 15s. 1958. 20°5 cm. 138 pages. Index. (The Haskell 
Lectures) 

Few more vexed questions, we are here told, confront us than those raised by Stephen’s 

person and message as found in ‘Acts’. In this independent and able volume, based 

upon a detailed examination of the text and its background, the Dean of the Faculty 
of Letters, University of Strasbourg, discusses the authenticity of Stephen’s speech 
which, he thinks, is pre-Lucan, its attitude to Israel and to Christ, the origin and 
sources of Stephen’s thought and his inheritance in the ancient Church. While some 
of the positions maintained are vulnerable, the book is nevertheless a valuable contri- 
bution to New Testament study. (226-6) 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE AND MYTH. The Theology of Rudolf 
Bultmann. L. Malevez. Translated from the French by Olive Wyon. S.C.M. Press, 
25s. 1958. 22°5 cm. 216 pages. Index. (Library of Philosophy and Theology) 

Bultmann contends that traditional Christianity presents the essence of the Christian 

message in ‘mythological’ forms—the Son of God, the resurrection, the ascension— 

unacceptable to contemporary thought. Christianity must therefore ‘demythologise’ 
itself and the medium proposed is the existentialist philosophy. M. Malevez, a distin- 
guished Belgian Roman Catholic scholar, here submits this approach to a critical 
analysis by examining the concept of myth, the validity of the existential interpreta- 
tion of the Christian message and the relation of “demythologising’ to the tradition of 
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the Christian Church. This excellent review of Bultmann’s thought bears the hall- 
mark of scholarship, lucid exposition and mature judgment. (230) 


VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE. Christian Affirmations in a Secular Age. 
Giovanni Miegge. Translated from the Italian by Stephen Neill. Mowbray, 15s. 
1958. 22°5 cm. 184 pages. 

Professor Miegge of the Waldensian Church is known by a scholarly work on the 

Virgin Mary and his reputation will be enhanced by the present study which has been 

skilfully translated by Bishop Neill. He is concerned about the detachment of many 

from the Christian Faith, and bearing in mind current problems he expounds with 
clarity and conviction the Faith to which he stands committed. The various Christian 
doctrines are woven into a systematic whole and there is a particularly valuable dis- 
cussion of the Person of Christ, the Cross, the meaning of history, the Creation, and 
Immortality and Resurrection. (230) 


JUNG AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL. H. L. Philp. Rockliff, 30s. 
1958. 22°5 cm. 286 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Philp, an experimental psychologist who is also a theologian and author of Freud 
and Religious Belief, addressed a number of questions to C. G. Jung in order to find out 
exactly where he stood with regard to some of the basic Christian doctrines. This book, 
which contains Jung’s answers and a good deal of commentary from the author, is 
the result. It revolves, in particular, round Jung’s suggestion that for clinical purposes 
it is more practical to picture the Deity as a Quaternity (including the Devil) rather 
than a Trinity. Stimulating, though drawn out a little longer than it need have been. 
(230) 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE THEOLOGY OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT. Alan Richardson. S.C.M. Press, 30s. 1958. 23 cm. 424 pages. 
References. Indexes. 
‘Is it right to assume that the apostolic Church possessed a common theology and that 
it can be reconstructed from the New Testament literature?’ This question Professor 
Richardson answers in the affirmative. By New Testament theology, he means 
framing an hypothesis about the character and content of the apostolic Church and 
evaluating it in the light of the varied techniques of New Testament study. It is con- 
tended that the life, miracles, passion and resurrection of Jesus to which the apostles 
bear witness provide a more satisfying explanation of New Testament data than rival 
theories, and this position is maintained in chapters on such crucial themes as revela- 
tion, the Holy Spirit, Christology, the Atonement, the Resurrection, the Church and 
the Sacraments. The volume is an impressive contribution combining acute insight 
with wide learning. (230) 


CHRISTIAN THOUGHT IN ACTION. Dom Aelred Graham. Collins, 
12s.6d. 1958. 20°5 cm. 160 pages. References. 
Dom Graham is a Benedictine monk and we have here a collection of essays which 
formed the material of lectures delivered in England and America. Their special con- 
cern is the Christian life at its deeper levels, and those who seek spiritual direction will 
be abundantly rewarded as they read pages that reflect a mind of unquestioned 
integrity. The opening essay dealing with the Spiritual Life is followed by others on 
‘The Difficulty of Being Oneself’, “Learning to Love’, ‘Self-Fulfilment’. The author 
includes an illuminating treatment of the interior life of the Christian Humanist and 
St. Augustine’s doctrine of grace. (240) 
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THE MASS. A Liturgical Commentary. Vol. I. The Mass of the 
Catechumens. A. Croegaert. Translated from the French by J. Holland Smith. 
Burns & Oates, 30s. 1958. 22°5 cm. 262 pages. Diagrams. 

Canon Croegaert’s work on the Mass, well known on the Continent, is now being 

translated into English in two volumes, of which the first is devoted to the Mass of 

the Catechumens. The author, who was formerly Professor of Liturgy at the Grand 

Séminaire of Malines, deals with the Mass of the Roman rite, the history of its 

development, the meaning of its ceremonies and prayers. The order of the parts of 

the Mass has been followed throughout and each of the ceremonies is discussed 
separately. A useful, practical guide for the parish priest and the layman as well. 
(265-3) 


ATLAS OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN WORLD. F. van der Meer 
and Christine Mohrmann. Translated from the Dutch and edited by Mary F. 
Hedlund and H. H. Rowley. Nelson, 70s. 1958. 35 cm. 216 pages. Illustrations. 
Maps (in colour). Indexes. 

The appearance of this atlas of the first six centuries of our era is a unique event and 

the authors, editors and publishers merit the gratitude of students and the general 

reader for a magnificent production and a work of surpassing brilliance. In these pages 
we have a collection of gravure plates illustrating different aspects of Church life— 
worship, architecture, portraits of Christ—and centres of Christian witness and activity 
such as Rome, Milan and Ravenna. The maps, we are reminded, are more than bare 
outlines. By the use of symbols, extensive information not otherwise easily accessible 
is made available. The text, written by two professors of the University of Nijmegen, 
is skilfully associated with the photographs and provides background material for the 
story of the Church and its expansion. There are also quotations of passages from 
writings of the period which shed light on the works and scenes illustrated. (270) 


WESTERN ASCETICISM. Owen Chadwick. S.C.M. Press, 35s. 1958. 

23°5 cm. 368 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. (Library of Christian Classics. Vol. XII) 
The selection from the literature of early Western monasticism here made by the 
Master of Selwyn College, Cambridge, is well justified. We are presented in admirable 
translations with the following: “The Sayings of the Fathers’ of the Egyptian desert, 
first translated into Latin in the middle of the sixth century; “The Conferences of 
Cassian’—the monk who introduced rules of eastern monasticism into the West; “The 
Rule of Saint Benedict’, the founder of western monasticism. Professor Chadwick 
contributes a general introduction as well as special introductions and notes to the 
selected texts. (271) 


THE SILENT REBELLION. Anglican Religious Communities 1845-1900. 
A. M. Allchin. $.C.M. Press, 25s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. References. 
One of the most significant features in the life of the Church of England during the 
last century is the growth of religious communities which have been involved in a 
silent rebellion against mundane standards by the practice of faith, prayer, humility 
and a creative charity. In this systematic, competent and sympathetic appraisal, the 
author describes the ideals of the founders of the first communities, the social back- 
ground out of which they developed and the relation of these societies to the Church 
in general and the Episcopate in particular. He traces first the rise of the communities 
for women; secondly the Anglican reaction to this revolutionary change as recorded 
in the Congresses and Convocations; thirdly, the foundation of communities for men 
and the effect of certain theological controversies upon their life. (271) 


Cc It 








AT SUNDRY TIMES. An Essay in the Comparison of Religions. R. C. 
Zaehner. Faber, 21s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 230 pages. References. Index. 
In this important and illuminating contribution to the study of religions, the Professor 
of Eastern Religions and Ethics at Oxford examines sympathetically the divine reve- 
lation as found in the sacred literature of the Hindus, the ‘enlightenment’ of the 
Buddha, Zoroastrianism and Islam, and finally in Christianity. Complementary 
religious movements embodied in prophecy and mysticism from Iran and India are 
shown to find their fulfilment in the advent of Christ. The opening chapter on com- 
parative religion is followed by chapters on Hinduism and Buddhism, prophets out- 
side Israel and Christianity as the consummation of all religious insight. (290) 


THE FLAME AND THE LIGHT. Meanings in Vedanta and Buddhism. 
Hugh I’Anson Fausset. Abelard-Schumann, 25s. 1958. 22°5 cm. 232 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. 

The author describes the spiritual pilgrimage which led him from the Church of his 

youth to the discovery of the wisdom of Vedanta and Buddhism. The tension created 

by self-centredness is resolved for him by identification with the Atman or the one 
impersonal self. With remarkable skill Mr. Fausset expounds to Western readers the 
fundamental teaching of the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Bhagavad-Gita and teaching 
of Gautama. On the other hand, it cannot be said that the difficulties, theoretical and 
practical, of the Vedantic and Buddhist philosophy have been fairly faced or that the 
case is made out for the adoption of the ideal of detachment as the only way of over- 
coming the dominant materialism of the Western way of life. (294) 


A GUIDE TO THE SCROLLS. Nottingham Studies on the Qumran 
Discoveries. A. R. C. Leaney (Editor), R. P. C. Hanson and J. Posen. S.C.M. Press, 
8s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 128 pages. Indexes. 

Five lectures in the Extra-Mural Department at Nottingham by three members of the 

theological staff are the basis of this compressed but clear introduction. The authors, 

two Christians and a Jewish Rabbi, discuss the discovery of the Scrolls, their contents 
and original owners. The remainder of the work deals with the sect and Christianity, 
resemblances and differences under the headings of basic themes, such as Messiah and 

Holy Spirit, or of the teaching of the various New Testament books. A selection of 

previous theories is reviewed and sometimes an independent line is taken. This is an 

excellent general introduction. (296-6) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Sociology 

HUMAN GROUPS. W. J. H. Sprott. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1958. 18 cm. 

220 pages. References. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Psychology Series) 

The Professor of Philosophy at Nottingham University here outlines recent psycho- 
logical work on social interaction in small face-to-face groups. Though scarcely 
detailed or critical enough for students, the summaries give a good introductory survey 
of the wide range of interests and problems in this branch of pyschology. More 
descriptive and speculative sociological work on life in villages and urban neighbour- 
hoods is also included. The topics are of such wide interest that in spite of somewhat 
laboured writing at some points the book should appeal to general readers. —_ (301-1) 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN GHANA. Peter du Sautoy. Oxford 
University Press, 15s. 1958. 19 cm. 222 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
The author is Director of the Department of Social Welfare and Community Develop- 
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ment in Ghana. He describes ten years of progress in the field of what was originally 
known as mass education but which has developed into a far wider concept of 
promoting the broadest possible growth of a country by encouraging not only 
literacy but community activities for the benefit of villages, the promotion of health, 
home economics, the campaign against agricultural pests and indeed anything which 
can build up the spirit of a community and the effectiveness of its services. The story 
told here is a fascinating one and an encouraging indication of the legacy which 
British rule has left in a now independent member of the Commonwealth. 
(309-209667) 
Political Science 
SPEECH IS OF TIME. Selected Speeches and Writings. The Right 
Honourable Robert Gordon Menzies. Cassell, 18s. 1958. 20°5 cm. 256 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. 
Whether as Australian Prime Minister or as Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Menzies 
has been in constant demand as a public speaker. The speeches, lectures and writings 
in this volume are suitably chosen for their bearing on the British Commonwealth, 
Churchill and his contemporaries, the Suez Canal issue or problems of democracy; 
they happily illustrate both his general outlook and his gift of expression, and will be 
enjoyed by the general reader equally with the student of politics. Besides speeches in 
the Australian House of Representatives, they include lectures delivered in London 
and elsewhere and articles in the New York Times Magazine. (320) 


JAPANESE POLITICS. An Introductory Survey. Nobutaka Ike. Eyre 

& Spottiswoode, 25s. 1958. 20°5 cm. 324 pages. Maps. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
An academic study of post-war Japanese society and how it has adapted itself to the 
political systems introduced by the American occupation. The author, a professor at 
Stanford University, U.S.A., based this work on studies made while he was in Japan 
on a Ford Foundation Fellowship in 1954-55. His opening chapters describe the 
historical and social setting, and are recommended to the general reader as offering a 
plausible, if sometimes debatable, explanation of the problem of the Japanese character. 
The rest—devoted to Japanese commerce, labour, agriculture (of special interest), the 
political parties, and intellectual life—provides a matter-of-fact and reliable guide for 
those who wish or have to know their way around these active and bewildering parts 
of the modern world. (320-952) 


WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS OF PARLIAMENTARY GOVERN- 
MENT IN WEST AFRICA? The Hansard Society, 15s. 1958. 22 cm. 
182 pages. Bibliography. 

Ghana’s recent attainment of independence and the progress of Nigeria towards that 

goal give a particular interest and importance to this attempt to answer the question 

of the title. It is the report of a conference held by the Hansard Society at Oxford in 

1957, and consists of thirteen background and subject papers, with comments from 

those attending the conference, and a summary of the discussions. The contributors of 

both papers and comments include experts on their subjects, many of them Africans, 
and in its accumulation of material and its recording of varied viewpoints this volume 

should prove valuable to all concerned with the problems involved. (325-31) 


EAST ASIA. China, Korea, Japan, 1947-50. Edited by Vidya Prakash Dutt. 
Oxford University Press for the Indian Council of World Affairs, 52s.6d. 1958. 25 cm. 
756 pages. References. Index. (Select Documents on Asian Affairs) 


Many of the documents in this volume should already be in any library specialising 
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in international affairs, and also in any large reference library. A high proportion are 
taken from United Nations and United States government publications. However, 
they are here presented in convenient form with useful introductory chapters to each 
section. As the tables of contents are fairly detailed, the index might be dispensed with 
in future volumes. The present index is badly set out and inadequate. (327°51) 


Economics 


SOCIAL ECONOMICS. Walter Hagenbuch. James Nisbet: Cambridge 
University Press, 12s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 336 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Cambridge 
Economic Handbooks) 

This is a fairly elementary treatment, requiring only a slight knowledge of economic 

theory, of a group of subjects which are regularly studied together in the universities 

but on which the existing material is widely scattered. The subjects covered are popu- 
lation, housing, working conditions, unemployment, poverty, voluntary and public 
social services and national insurance and assistance, and the author makes good use of 
the relevant official data relating to the United Kingdom. It is a convenient intro- 
duction for students of either economics or social science. (330) 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 
Central Office of Information. 2nd edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s.6d. 1958. 
23°5 cm. 100 pages. Paper covers. (Central Office of Information Reference Pamphlets, 
13) 

This revised edition of a pamphlet first issued in 1955 includes many changes that have 

taken place since then. After a preliminary section giving a birds-eye view of the 

agricultural, mineral and manufacturing production of the Commonwealth, there are 
sections under each country, with ample statistical tables, showing the economic 
development in recent years. The third portion describes the various financial means, 
public and private, national and international, by which the economic development 
of the Commonwealth is maintained and increased. (330-942) 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRALIAN TRADE UNION LAW. 
John Hereford Portus. Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge 
University Press, 57s.6d. 1958. 25 cm. 298 pages. Index. 

This work contains the first comprehensive treatment of Australian trade union law, 

an important and complex subject. Mr. Portus describes the development of English 

law relating to trade unions before giving a detailed account of the Australian legis- 

lation and its interpretation in the Commonwealth and States, of which, as a 

Commissioner under the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act, he has 

wide practical experience. The book’s historical approach and broad scope will be of 

valuable assistance both to the specialist in industrial law and to everyone concerned 

with the broader issues of industrial relations generally. (331-880994) 


BANKERS AND PASHAS. International Finance and Economic Imperialism 
in Egypt. David S. Landes. Heinemann, 30s. 1958. 22 cm. 370 pages. Illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Landes of Columbia University has produced a brilliant study of inter- 

national investment in the later roth century. In this book the author’s documentation 

and skilful use of original records is a lesson to all students in the field; his discoveries 

in both national and business archives do him the greatest credit. Letters between a 

French financier and a banker in Egypt (1858-68) form the basis of his work and he 
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further investigates in detail European penetration into Egypt and dealings with the 
Moslem world. He throws light on the abiding difficulties, anxieties and misunder- 
standing in recent policy in North Africa, and shows how the close link between 
policy and finance began. This is an absorbing and topical book; its force, lucidity 
and graceful presentation are no surprise from this author. (332-15) 


AFRICAN EXPERIMENT. Co-operative Agriculture and Banking in 
British West Africa. J. C. de Graft-Johnson. Watts, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 208 pages. 
Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. de Graft-Johnson, author of African Glory, studied economics at Edinburgh 

University and was for a time marketing officer in the Gold Coast Cocoa Marketing 

Company in London, returning to the Gold Coast in 1950 to enter government 

service there. His book describes, in detail which has not previously been readily 

available, the developments of the last thirty years in agricultural co-operation and 
credit in the Gold Coast, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and other regions of British West 

Africa. Among other matters he shows the effects of the combination of numerous 

individual cocoa, banana, grape-fruit and other producers into co-operative marketing 

societies. (334°683) 


THE ECONOMIC THEORY OF FISCAL POLICY. Bent Hansen. 
Translated from the Swedish by P. E. Burke. Allen & Unwin, 45s. 1958. 22 cm. 
466 pages. Diagrams. Indexes. 

This is a translation of Finanspolitikens ekonomiska teori, a report written by the Director 

of the Konjunkturinstitut, Stockholm, as a member of a committee appointed by the 

Swedish Minister of Finance to investigate the possibilities of keeping the value of 

money stable at full employment; it was published by the Swedish Government in 

1955. Dr. Hansen, in what is a major contribution to economic theory, discusses fiscal 

policy as the stabilising factor, approaching the subject through both micro- and 

macro-economic analysis. He is the author of A Study in the Theory of Inflation, and has 

a high international reputation as an economist. (336) 


THE BRITISH PAPER INDUSTRY, 1495-1860. D. C. Coleman. 
Oxford University Press, 55s. 1958. 384 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Index. 
The author of this authoritative economic history of British paper making is a 
lecturer in Industrial History at the London School of Economics. He is primarily 
concerned with the organisation, financing and technical evolution of the paper trade 
between 1495-1860, different aspects of which are analytically discussed in relation to 
numerous statistical tables, graphs and maps. At the same time there is a considerable 
amount of biographical material concerning paper making families and information 
on types and sizes of paper. Bibliographers and paper historians will therefore find 
much to interest them in addition to the more limited circle of students of economics 
to which the book is mainly addressed. (338-47) 


THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF DETERGENTS. W. 
Corlett. Duckworth, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 208 pages. References. Index. (Industrial 
Innovation Series) 

One of a series reviewing the economic progress of a number of industries, this work 

covers in detail the historical, economic and technical development of the soap and 

synthetic detergent industries. Specific topics include the nature and uses of detergents, 
the use of builders and fillers in detergents, the structure of the United Kingdom deter- 
gent industry and some observations on the marketing of detergents. The work will 
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be of interest to all those engaged in technical and managerial functions in both this 
industry and the supporting branches of the chemical industry. The author is to be 
congratulated on providing not only a valuable reference book but one which is 
essentially readable. (338-47) 


NATIONALISATION IN BRITAIN. The End of a Dogma. R. Kelf- 
Cohen. Macmillan, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 320 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Kelf-Cohen had an early enthusiasm for nationalisation which has been damped 
by several years’ experience as a high-ranking civil servant working in close contact 
with the nationalised industries. In this book he subjects the system to close scrutiny, 
dealing especially with the coal, transport, electricity, gas and iron and steel under- 
takings and taking into account the interests of the government, the staffs of the 
governing bodies, the workers and the consumers. In the course of summing up he 
suggests practicable means of improving the general organisation of these industries 
within the existing nationalised system, which he agrees cannot be reversed. (338-9) 


Law 
THE DEVIL’S REPERTOIRE, or, Nuclear Bombing and the Life of 
Man. Victor Gollancz. Gollancz, 5s. 1958. 20°5 cm. 192 pages. Paper covers. 

An eloquent plea for unilateral nuclear disarmament which rises above the level of a 
political pamphlet and becomes, in effect, a confession of faith. Victor Gollancz shirks 
none of the issues raised. Whatever one may decide should or should not be done 
about the hydrogen bomb or whatever worse may follow it, this book will help 
enormously in the clarification of one’s thought upon the subject. (341-67) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN ADMINISTRATIVE 
LAW. Bernard Schwartz. Pitman, sos. 1958. 25-5 cm. 276 pages. Index. 

The author, who is Professor of Law and Director of the Institute of Comparative Law 
in New York University, has produced an enlarged and completely rewritten version 
of his American Administrative Law (1950). There are chapters on the administrative 
processes; two on delegated legislation, dealing with delegation of power and proce- 
dure and safeguards; administrative justice; aspects of the adjudicatory procedure, the 
right to be heard and the processes of proof and decision; and the availability and scope 
of judicial review. The final chapters deal with tort liability and estoppel and privilege. 

(344-0973) 


THE LAW FOR WRITERS AND JOURNALISTS. Gerald Abrahams. 
Herbert Jenkins, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 224 pages. Index. 
This new book by an experienced lawyer will be a useful work of reference for 
writers, editors and publishers rather than for legal practitioners, although it is fully 
documented with references to statutes and cases. The author deals first with literary 
freedom, the privacy and publicity of journalistic work, and copyright, and covers 
defamation in all its aspects. There is a long account of “dangerous words’, dealing 
with criminal libel, blasphemy, dangerous reports, official secrets, and contempt of 
Parliament and of Court. Finally, he gives a useful chapter on the writer’s status and 
his contracts. (347) 


INTRODUCTION TO THE LAW OF PROPERTY. F. H. Lawson. 
Oxford University Press, 15s. 1958. 22 cm. 212 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Clarendon 
Law Series) 

The Professor of Comparative Law in the University of Oxford gives a stimulating 
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and summary view of the law of property, treating both personal and real property 
as a coherent whole. There are chapters on the classification of things, the protection 
and acquisition of property interests, the division of ownership, ownership, the impact 
of public law on property, the physical use of property, the co-existence of property 
interests in several persons, leases and the hire of goods, settlements, security, succession 
and registration. A final chapter assesses how far English property law satisfies present- 
day needs. This short but very readable introduction to what is usually considered a 
highly technical and difficult branch of English law will be most useful to foreign 
lawyers and to English law students beginning their study of property, and the general 
reader will find it a help. (347-2) 


THE LAW OF DEFAMATION. Richard O'Sullivan and Roland Brown. 
Sweet & Maxwell, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 204 pages. References. Index. 
This work is by two barristers, of whom Mr. O'Sullivan is a Queen’s Counsel and has 
long been a foremost authority on this branch of English law. It is designed to provide | 
a general outline of the subject, and is in two main parts, the first dealing with the 
cause of action, defining defamation and containing chapters on what is defamatory, 
slander, the person defamed, publication and non-defamatory words which cause 
damage. The second part covers the several defences such as justification, absolute and 
qualified privilege, fair comment, malice, etc., and the remedies of damages and 
injunctions. There is an appendix of extracts from relevant legislation. (347°5) 


MARRIAGE AT RISK. A Book of Divorce Law and Cases. Michael 
Benson. Peter Davies, 18s. 1958. 20-5 cm. 224 pages. 
In this clearly written account, illustrated by actual cases, the author (who writes under 
a pen-name, and is a barrister of some years’ standing, practising in the Divorce Court, 
but not exclusively there) gives a general picture of the modern English law of divorce 
and nullity. After introductory chapters on the historical background of the law, he 
goes through the different circumstances of an action for divorce in eleven chapters, 
followed by two chapters on nullity. He then deals with conjugal rights, insanity, 
maintenance and the position of children. In a final chapter he discusses the need for 
reform of the law. (347°6) 


UNDERHILL’S PRINCIPLES OF THE LAW OF PARTNERSHIP. 

7th edition by George Hesketh. Butterworth, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 244 pages. Index. 
A further edition of a well-known treatise on the law of partnership, first published 
in 1899. The seven chapters cover all aspects of the English law of partnership, and 
appendices give the text of the Partnership Act, 1890, and the Limited Partnerships 
Act, 1907. (347-7) 


Public Administration 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN ST. MARYLEBONE, 1688-1835. 
A Study of the Vestry and the Turnpike Trust. F. H. W. Sheppard. University of 
London: Athlone Press, 37s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 338 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
(University of London Historical Studies. V1) 

For this scholarly work Mr. Sheppard has made extensive use of the St. Marylebone 

Vestry Minutes and Turnpike records, the main sources of information on the adminis- 

tration of the district during its period of development from village to populous 

London parish. His book gives an excellent idea in miniature of the state of the more 

prosperous London parishes during this period, for the problems of rate assessment, 

poor relief, street paving and lighting, and so on, were not confined to St. Marylebone. 
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It contains many touches of human interest, and is as attractive to students of social as 
of administrative history. (352-0421) 


THE APPROACHES TO LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN 
BRITISH GUIANA. Allan Young. Longmans, 18s. 22 cm. 1958. 246 pages. 
Map. Bibliography. Index. 

A Guianese with personal experience of local government administration in his 

country here traces the history of local government from the sudden increase in local 

communities following the final emancipation of slaves in 1838 to the present day. 

His conclusion is that, in a period of over 120 years, the approach of the central 

government has been based on an ad hoc treatment of problems such as drainage, and 

not on the development of a broad system of local administration which would train 
the peoples of the colony for effective and responsible self-government. This book is 

a welcome addition to the scanty material on the history of British Guiana. 

(352-0881) 

Military Science 

OPERATIONAL RESEARCH IN PRACTICE. Report of a NATO 
Conference. Edited by Max Davies and Michel Verhulst. Pergamon Press, 84s. 
1958. 25-5 cm. 212 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

Papers and discussions (in English and French) of a Conference held in April 1957 by 

the NATO Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research and Development. Various 

outstanding workers here concern themselves with the application and validity of 
operational research in the future and outside the military field, and descriptions of 
problems to which it has been applied in the past. Current methods in NATO 
countries are described, also some examples of the application of operational research 
drawn from World War II. Organisation and training are discussed. As the papers are 
directed at those who may have to decide whether to use the methods, not how to 
use them, little technical knowledge is needed. A unique volume for higher-level 
decision-makers. (355-072) 


Criminology 
THE RESULTS OF PROBATION. A Report of the Cambridge 
Department of Criminal Science. Edited by L. Radzinowicz. Macmillan, 21s. 1958. 
22°5 cm. 128 pages. (English Studies in Criminal Science, Vol. 10) 
The probation system, introduced in England in 1907, has now become an important 
aspect of the administration of criminal justice. Probation, as well as dealing with the 
treatment of adult offenders, is one of the principal methods of dealing with juveniles, 
and nearly 32,000 offenders found guilty of indictable offences were placed on proba- 
tion in 1956. The enquiry conducted by the Cambridge Department covered the 
records of offenders in and around London who had been supervised by the Probation 
Officers and whose probation orders terminated in the years 1948-50. In the first part 
the effectiveness of probation is assessed, part two deals with probation orders imposed 
on adults, and part three with those imposed on juvenile offenders. (364-63) 


Education 

THE RISE OF THE MERITOCRACY, 1870-2033. An Essay on 
Education and Equality. Michael Young. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1958. 22 cm. 
160 pages. 

This clever satire by the Director of the Institute of Community Studies in London 

surveys the trends of present-day educational policy as from the viewpoint of the 
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year 2033. In a fantasy which is a delight to read he follows the growing appreciation 
of pure merit to its logical conclusions, foresecing the day when bright children will 
be paid to stay at school, jobs will be obtained and held as a result of frequent intelli- 
gence tests, and so on. All this is a cover for much shrewd discussion of the value of 
comprehensive schools and of various social tendencies of to-day. (370) 


TEACHING: A Psychological Analysis. C. M. Fleming. Methuen, 28s. 1958. 
22 cm. 306 pages. Diagrams. References. Indexes. (Methuen’s Manuals of Modern 
Psychology) 

Dr. Fleming, who is Reader in Education in the University of London Institute of 

Education, has here brought together the findings of recent psychological research in 

their relevance to the actual teaching situation. The book summarises much material 

previously only obtainable in theses and journals, and will be of value to teachers in 
many countries. Particularly useful are the full references appended to each chapter. 

Throughout the work the social and psychological relations between teachers and 

pupils are borne in mind, and the teacher is considered as an observer of children, as a 

promoter of learning, as craftsman, administrator, and therapist. Some previous 

knowledge of the subject is necessary for ful] understanding. (370-15) 


SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOLS. An Interim Report. H. C. Dent. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 15s. 1958. 19°5 cm. 224 pages. Index. 
The author points out that the secondary modern school is the school to which all but 
a small minority of intellectually very able children go, and describes the work of the 
many secondary modern schools throughout England and Wales which he has himself 
visited between 1945 and 197. Factors such as the area in which a school is situated, 
the quality of its intake, the adequacy of its buildings, and the views of its headmaster 
or mistress have resulted in differences of aim and organisation which are carefully 
and sympathetically assessed. In his final chapter on ‘Problems old and new’ Mr. Dent 
considers how far the institution of special courses and the entry of a minority of 
pupils for the General Certificate of Education may prejudice the education of the 
ordinary child which is the first duty of the secondary modern school. (373-42) 


AURAL AIDS IN LANGUAGE TEACHING. With a Catalogue of 
Gramophone Records for use in Teaching English. Peter Strevens. Longmans for the 
British Council, 3s. 1958. 22 cm. 44 pages. 

This booklet deserves a wide circulation. The author, an experienced overseas teacher 

with an expert knowledge of acoustic-electrical equipment, expounds, lucidly and 

persuasively, the function and value of aural aids. He goes on to show how the 
gramophone, the tape-recorder, the radio and the sound film can each be employed 
for various teaching purposes. There follow two chapters of advice on buying aural 
aids and maintaining them in tropical climates. These technical chapters are extremely 
helpful and admirably clear. (37574) 


FRIENDS AND THEIR CHILDREN. A Study in Quaker Education. 
Harold Loukes. Harrap, 9s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 128 pages. 

The Society of Friends (‘Quakers’) embodies its beliefs in habits and institutions rather 
than in verbal dogma; in the inculcation of which the education and upbringing of 
children has always played a vital part. This simple, lucid exposition of Quaker 
principles of education should recommend itself not only to Christian parents but to 
all who feel that spiritual guidance of some kind is necessary. Sane, frank and practical. 

(377°896) 
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. A Handbook 
for Students from Overseas. 7th edition. Longmans for the British Council and the 
Association of Universities of the British Commonwealth, 5s. 1958. 21 cm. 208 pages. 
Map. Paper covers. 

Half of this handbook consists of a Directory of subjects and facilities for study which 

details those universities and institutions at which a particular course may be taken. 

This section is followed by tables giving particulars of fees for examinations, tuition 

and accommodation and by lists of educational addresses. Other features include an 

article on technical education by Dr. P. F. R. Venables, Principal of the Birmingham 

College of Technology, and general information about courses of special interest to 

students from overseas with particulars about their admission to such courses. Facts 

about scholarships, teacher training and adult education are also included. (378-42) 


NEW UNIVERSITY. Jack Simmons. Leicester University Press (Leicester), 
12s.6d. 1958. 22-5 cm. 234 pages. Illustrations. Map. References. Index. 
This clear, factual story of the growth and organisation of the newest of the British 
universities—Leicester, written by the Professor of History there, is of more than local 
interest. It contains not only a very informative account of the development of 
English universities in the 19th century, but also a detailed description of a modern 
British university from an administrative viewpoint. The book should be of particular 
interest to educators concerned with building up new universities in developing 
countries. (378-42) 


Philately 

THE DE LA RUE HISTORY OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
POSTAGE STAMPS 1855 TO 1901. John Easton. Faber for the Royal 
Philatelic Society, 75s. 1958. 24 cm. 870 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

A book for the serious collector and for libraries with philatelic sections. The design 

and printing of stamps since 1855 in Great Britain and in many other countries has 

been largely associated with the work of De La Rue. The book, greatly embellished 

by the numerous excellent illustrations, contains a wealth of information both of the 

stamps and of the difficulties encountered in their printing. The author has made a 

very notable contribution to advanced philatelic study and indeed to the economic 

history of the Victorian era. (383-22) 


Folk-lore 


THE FOLKLORE OF BIRDS. An Enquiry into the Origin and 
Distribution of some Magico-Religious Traditions. Edward A. Armstrong. 
Collins, 30s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 288 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour). Maps. Bibliography. 
Indexes. (The New Naturalist) 

The Rev. E. A. Armstrong represents the best English tradition of scholarly amateur 

interest in natural history. His work on bird courtship and his intimate study of the 

wren are well known. Here he turns to consider the ‘magico-religious’ significance of 
birds in folklore, and his account includes much background information on prehistory 
and early historical times. He takes separate topics, e.g. the Michaelmas goose, bird 
maidens, the thunderbird, firebirds, etc., deals with the literature and traditions of each 
and forms his own conclusions about origin and spread. In this way he presents the 
reader with reconstructions of folklore evolution which will stimulate, even if by 
disagreement. (398) 
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ASPECTS OF TRANSLATION. The Communication Research Centre, 
University College, London. Secker & Warburg, 25s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 154 pages. 
(Studies in Communication, 2) 

Translation still remains a process of skilled approximation rather than of guaranteed 

precision, but at least its complexities have never been better understood than they are 

today. In this second series of papers on the subject Professor Leonard Forster contri- 
butes an admirably lucid introduction on the historical development of the trans- 
lator’s technique, and the other essays deal with highly specialised problems. Those of 
outstanding interest are Dr. L. W. Tancock’s practical demonstration of the rendering 
of literary style and period detail from French into English, Dr. Joseph Needham's 
discussion of the finding of equivalents for Chinese ideograms, and R. Glémet’s paper 
on conference interpreting. (418) 


ORIGINS. A Short Etymological Dictionary of Modern English. Eric 
Partridge. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 90s. 1958. 25 cm. 990 pages. 
Mr. Partridge, the compiler of many dictionaries, gives in his latest work the source 
of some 12,000 words in common use in present-day speech and writing, and includes 
words which, although little known in Britain, are common currency in the United 
States of America and the countries of the British Commonwealth. The 12,000 main 
entries are supplemented by cross-references, and by lists of suffixes, prefixes and 
compound-forming elements, thus raising the number of words traceable from its 
pages to about 20,000. (422-03) 


A DICTIONARY OF DIFFICULT WORDS. Compiled by Robert H. 
Hill. 4th edition. Jarrolds, 12s.6d. 1958. 18 cm. 352 pages. 
Commendable features of the fourth, revised, edition of this dictionary, first published 
1938, will enhance its usefulness and ensure its continued popularity: its system of 
grouping for compounds, derivatives and words with different endings but the 
same stem; a simple and effective guide to accepted pronunciation; the inclusion of 
foreign words and phrases alphabetically in the main text. Although ‘difficult’ must 
be a term relative to a reader’s experience, reference, for example, to ‘accident’, 
‘faculty’, ‘tonic’, “puisne’, “Titian’, ‘octavo’ will reveal pitfalls for the unwary. This 
book should remove long-standing difficulties and encourage still wider reading. 
(423) 
PURE SCIENCE 
PATTERNS OF DISCOVERY. An Inquiry into the Conceptual 
Foundations of Science. Norwood Russell Hanson. Cambridge University Press, 
30s. 1958. 22 cm. 252 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
Scientists and philosophers will find this book, dealing with the philosophical aspects 
of research and discovery, of great interest, for it provides the research scientist with 
an insight into the philosophical and historical background of his work, and to the 
non-specialist philosopher it reveals the nature of scientific discovery. There are 
chapters on observation, facts, causality, theories, classical particle physics, and 
elementary particle physics; and for the reader who wishes to pursue any particular 
aspect in greater detail there are sixty pages of notes and references. (sor) 


MIND AND MATTER. The Tarner Lectures delivered at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, in October 1956. Erwin Schrédinger. Cambridge University Press, 
13s.6d. 1958. 20 cm. 112 pages. Diagrams. References. 

The distinguished mathematician has of recent years produced a series of short studies 
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as undistinguished in title as they are distinguished in content. Mind and Matter carries 
the argument of the previous volumes a stage further, dwelling on the theories of 
Darwin and Lamarck which have naturally a special interest for the public in the 
centenary year of The Origin of Species. What is of particular importance in 
Schrédinger’s book is his contention that life and the spirit are as much realities as 
physical particles, and, by being associated with value, greater realities. This book, 
stiff reading though it is in places, forms a healthy corrective to certain ideas of 
philosopher-mathematicians such as Russell. (so1) 


Astronomy 

AND THERE WAS LIGHT. The Discovery of the Universe. Rudolf Thiel. 
Translated from the German by Richard and Clara Winston. Deutsch, 25s. 
1958. 22°5 cm. 396 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 

A history of astronomy from ancient times to the era of space-travel, written against 

the contemporary social, religious and humanistic background. The personal 

circumstances which influenced the thoughts and lives of the famous Renaissance 

astronomers are clearly brought out. The author, a German trained in science, has 

written previous books on cultural history. The present work is a well-written and 

interesting account for the general reader. (520-9) 


RADIOASTRONOMY AND RADAR. J. G. Crowther. Methuen, 1os.6d. 
1958. 21°5 cm. 72 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 
(Methuen’s Outlines) 

Radioastronomy, newest of the sciences, is based primarily on radar techniques 

developed during the last war, and for this reason the first section of this book is 

devoted to a brief outline of radar principles, sufficient to enable the reader to 
understand what follows. An important feature of the main part of the text is that 
it not only describes the design and operation of radio telescopes, but devotes 
considerable space to discussing the many ways in which our knowledge of the 
universe has been enhanced by the use of radio techniques. Although the book is 


intended for young readers, older readers will find it a useful general introduction. 
(522-6) 


THE FACE OF THE SUN. H. W. Newton. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1958. 
18 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 
(Pelican Books) 

The author, starting as a “boy observer’, spent almost all of his working life at the 

Royal Observatory, Greenwich, studying the sun. He gives a clear and well-arranged 

factual account of sunspots, flares and prominences and their effect on the earth’s 

atmosphere and on radio communication. The writing is as simple as the technicalities 
of the subject allow, and the book is a useful and complete introduction to the 

subject. (523-7) 


Physics 

AN INTRODUCTION TO FLUID DYNAMICS. G. Temple. Oxford 
University Press, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A purely theoretical work concerned with the fundamental dynamical principles of 

fluid flow and especially with their applications to the disturbance flow produced by 

the motion of a solid body through a fluid. The scope is somewhat narrow but 
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within this limitation the subject is treated in detail using advanced mathematical 
tools, such as, for example, conformal mapping. Useful exercises are added to each 
chapter but unfortunately without answers. The book is intended primarily for 
students reading for Honours in Mathematics and Theoretical Physics. (532-5) 


ELECTRICAL PRINCIPLES. H. Cotton. 2nd edition. Cleaver-Hume 
Press, 128.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 394 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
An admirable introduction to the principles of electricity and magnetism, written 
entirely in terms of the m.k.s. systems of units and using an approach from the 
atomic structure of materials, which, since the advent of semiconductors, has become 
a subject of ever growing importance. In this edition a section has been added on 
terrestrial magnetism, and the text has been generally revised and improved. The 
book is intended for the first and second year senior courses in technical colleges and 
for certain types of grammar schools. It contains a large number of exercises with 
answers and is one of the best books of its kind. The author is Emeritus Professor of 
Electrical Engineering, University of Nottingham. (537) 


THEORETICAL ELECTROMAGNETISM. W. R. Myers. Butterworth, 
2s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 274 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
A concise introduction to basic essentials for undergraduates reading for Finals of 
an honours degree in physics. It covers electrostatics, magnetostatics, electromagnetic 
induction, circuit concepts, and electromagnetic waves. A chapter of worked 
examples in electrostatics is provided and problems in electromagnetism can be 
solved by extending the mathematical procedures given therein. Examples (e.s. and 
e.m.) in the text embrace formal and practical problems. Mathematical and vectorial 
techniques and the rationalised m.k.s.c. system of units are used. The approach is 
thoroughly modern but the scope intentionally excludes a number of subjects (such 
as relativity and radiation) that are of more interest to advanced readers. The book 
well serves its purpose. (537-12) 


THE NUCLEAR HANDBOOK. With 22 Specialist Contributors. Edited 
by O. R. Frisch. Newnes, 50s. 1958. 18 cm. 656 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Nineteen chapters covering a wide range of topics include two on ‘Vacuum 

Techniques’ and ‘Electronics’. The majority are authoritative, but a few are rather 

weak; standard, degree of detail, and documentation provided vary rather widely 

Certain chapters, in particular those dealing with isotopes, neutron spectra and neutron 

absorption, give a wealth of data. The chapters on natural radioactivity, and especially 

that on nuclear reactions, are extremely informative. Others, including the one on 
chemistry, contain little that is useful or helpful. The book could be much improved 
by a more uniform standard. Physicists, engineers and chemists should find it useful 

(539-7) 


RADIATIONS AND MATTER. André Berthelot. Translated from the 
French by F. R. Paulsen. Leonard Hill, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 188 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

This book by a distinguished French physicist deals with the interaction of moving 

particles (protons, helium nuclei and various accelerated ions), fission fragments, 

electrons and photons, with matter. Neutron—matter interactions are not included. 

The mathematical treatment is not unduly detailed or difficult and the presentation 

is logical, clear and concise. The text is adequately documented. Much information 
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is conveyed in diagrams which are generally clear, graphs which tend to be somewhat 
crowded and tables which would occasionally be better with more detailed headings. 
The translator has departed from generally accepted particle terminology. The book 
will be found very useful by all those, including physicists and chemists, requiring a 
concise account of the subject. (539°72) 


Chemistry 
THE STRENGTHS OF CHEMICAL BONDS. T. L. Cottrell. 2nd 
edition. Butterworth, 32s. 1958. 22 cm. 328 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
In this second edition of a book first published in 1954, results and developments up 
to the end of 1957 have been included, though the size of the book remains as before. 
The work is intended for final year undergraduates and those researching in the 
subject. The author has made an exhaustive and critical survey of methods of 
determining bond dissociation energies and has given a number of numerical values 
for them, including all those that have been determined directly. A table of bond 
properties in an extensive list of compounds is given among many other data. 
(541) 
SOME PROBLEMS OF CHEMICAL KINETICS AND 
REACTIVITY. Vol. 1. N. N. Semenov. Translated from the Russian by 
| Bradley. Pergamon Press, 50s. 1958. 22°5 cm. 316 pages. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This specialised text by an outstanding Russian scientist already honoured by the 
award of a Nobel Prize is a ‘must’ for all serious workers in the field of kinetics. It 
is more than twenty years since Semenov’s Chain Reactions appeared, and studies 
in chemical kinetics and chain reactions have since developed rapidly. This volume 
develops the views of Semenov and his co-workers at the Institute of Chemical 
Physics based on their own recent work and the published data of others. The book 
is in three main sections: radical reactions, initiation and termination of chain 
reactions, and kinetics of chain reactions. The translation is excellent. (541-3) 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF ELECTROCHEMICAL 
THERMODYNAMICS AND KINETICS: Proceeding of the eighth 
meeting (Comptes Rendus de la Huititme Reunion), Madrid 1956. Butterworth, 
95s. 1958. 25°5 cm. 498 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Bibliography. 

The work of this committee is a continuing process and many of the papers here 

published may be regarded as progress reports on recent developments in various 

branches of electrochemistry. Subjects studied include experimental methods, 
potential-pH diagrams, corrosion, batteries and accumulators, semiconductors and 
electrochemical kinetics. A report on electrochemical nomenclature takes the form 
of a glossary of all electrochemical terms for which definitions have been agreed to 
date. The original papers are in various languages and although no attempt has been 
made to produce anything like a finished picture in any particular area of research, 
the volume will be invaluable to all those working in electrochemical and associated 


fields. (541-37) 


THE PERIODIC TABLE. D. G. Cooper. Butterworth, 6s.6d. 1958. 18-5 cm. 
96 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

This little book is written for Advanced Level and for First Year University students. 

Selected properties which emphasise the value of the periodic table and atomic 

theory are briefly discussed group by group, without entering into any detail. There 
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are chapters dealing with the periodic table as a whole, clectropositivity, transition 
elements, and the actinons. This book is no ‘crammer’, but rather emphasises various 
valuable correlations which sometimes tend to get lost in the vast bulk of material 
found in the usual textbook of inorganic chemistry. (546) 


NOMENCLATURE OF ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 1957. International 
Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry. Butterworth, 15s. 1958. 25 cm. 98 pages. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the official presentation of the I.U.P.A.C. rules of 1957 agreed by the various 

member nations for the nomenclature of hydrocarbons (including sterols) and of 

fundamental heterocyclic systems. Also included is a tentative section of nomen- 
clature in the vitamin B,, field. The matter is clearly subdivided and there is a good 
index, both matters of considerable importance in a book of this type, the line 
formulae are distinctly drawn and numbered and the volume is well produced. 
(s47-01) 


PAPERS PRESENTED TO THE SECTION ON MINERAL 
CHEMISTRY. 16th International Congress of Pure and Applied Chemistry, 
Paris 1957. Butterworth, 97s.6d. 1958. 24-5 cm. 894 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. 

This massive volume contains about 150 papers presented to the section on Mineral 

Chemistry at the Congress and includes a considerable proportion of very interesting 

papers by eminent contributors. The book is beautifully produced but unfortunately 

its usefulness is greatly impaired by inadequate editing and collation. There is no 

subject index. An authors’ index gives titles and page numbers of contributions. A 

contents page is lacking and the main subdivisions can only be found by going 

through the book. There is also a rather uneven standard and mode of presentation 
of contributions. While the appearance of these I.U.P.A.C. special publications is 
greatly to be welcomed, a higher standard of editing, classification and indexing 
would add to their usefulness. (s49°1) 


Oceanography 
WE COME FROM THE SEA. Hans Hass. Translated from the German 
by Alan Houghton Brodrick. Jarrolds, 30s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 240 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour). Maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Hass is one of the most adventurous of the pioneers of marine biological research 
carried on through underwater photography. His work calls not only for great 
expertise as a swimmer, cameraman and organiser of expeditions, but also for 
phenomenal courage in approaching potentially deadly fish whose behaviour is quite 
unpredictable. Written for the layman, this book tells the story of his explorations, 
during the last seven years, of the Red Sea, the Great Barrier Reef, the Caribbean 
and the Galapagos Islands. Both the colour and monochrome photographs are 
outstandingly good; the author frequently braved the warnings of local experts to 
get them. (551-46) 


Palaeontology 

A GUIDE TO EARTH HISTORY. Richard Carrington. Reprint. Penguin 
Books, 4s. 1958. 18 cm. 272 pages. Illustrations by Maurice Wilson. Diagrams. 
Maps. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

Mr. Carrington was bold to attempt a survey of 3,000 million years in so short a 

space, but he has the ability to write compactly yet lucidly, and his account of 
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evolution from the earth’s formation and the earliest organisms to palaeolithic man 
stimulates the imagination. The core of the book—Part II, The Procession of Life— 
is a skilful summary of palaeontology, the record of the development of plant and 
animal life in rocks and fossils, through the geological eras. First published in 1956. 
$60 
Prehistoric Archaeology (560) 
THE MEGALITH BUILDERS OF WESTERN EUROPE. Glyn 
Daniel. Hutchinson, 18s. 1958. 22 cm. 142 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This survey of the collective chamber tombs constructed by the megalith builders in 
Scandinavia, Spain, France, the West Mediterranean islands and Britain between 
2500 B.C. and 1000 B.C. is for the specialist; it is mainly a valuable summary of 
typological controversies and a codification of the technical terms for the various 
types of megalith tombs used by West European archaeologists. The general reader 
would find it rather dry, though the final chapter gives a slightly more vivid picture 
of the spread from the Aegean of the religion and skills of the megalith builders. 
(571-9) 
Anthropology 
TRIBES WITHOUT RULERS. Studies in African Segmentary Systems. 
Edited by John Middleton and David Tait. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 28s. 1958. 
22 cm. 246 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
The indigenous political systems of six different African peoples are outlined in this 
book. The peoples chosen, each competently described by an anthropologist with 
first-hand knowledge of its culture, are all characterised by lack of central govern- 
ment and by the maintenance of law and order through territorial segments held to 
be interrelated by descent. The editors summarise the basic features common to such 
systems and distinguishing them from others found in Africa, and tentatively suggest 
a classification into sub-types. Although written primarily for anthropologists, the 
discussion is not unduly technical, and should contribute to a wider understanding 
of the difficulties sometimes encountered in recent attempts to establish ‘parliamentary 
democracy’ in West and East Africa. A map showing the location of the peoples 
described would have been helpful. (572-06) 


Evolution 

THE LIVING THOUGHTS OF DARWIN. Presented in a new and 
revised edition and with a preface by Julian Huxley assisted by James Fisher. 
Cassell, 15s. 1958. 20-5 cm. 164 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. 

First published in 1939, this work has been reissued to celebrate the Centenary of the 

Darwin-Wallace communication to the Linnean Society of London on The Origin 

of Species. It consists of a selection from Darwin’s writings, linked together by a lucid 

commentary which relates Darwin’s thoughts to the generally accepted biological 

thought of today. It is a measure of the success of the original work that few alterations 

in the text have been made. To those who know little of Darwin’s work and wish to 

learn more, this book is highly recommended. (575-01) 


Zoology 

THE UNDERWATER GUIDE TO MARINE LIFE. Carleton Ray 
and Elgin Ciampi. Nicholas Kaye, 30s. 1958. 23-5 cm. 352 pages. Illustrations (some 
in colour). Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

This ambitious work by two students of Columbia University was first published in 
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the United States in 1956 and the underwater fauna described is mainly that of the 
Pacific and Atlantic oceans adjoining North America. It will undoubtedly be a 
pioneer handbook for underwater enthusiasts, an aid to the identification of the 
animals they will encounter, at least enabling them to place each in its major group. 
Attention has certainly been focussed on the fish and to this extent the title is mis- 
leading because the invertebrate phyla are dismissed in fifty pages. Nevertheless this 
book points the way to a more comprehensive treatment. (s91-s) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BEHAVIOUR OF IN- 
VERTEBRATES. J. D. Carthy. Allen & Unwin, 45s. 1958. 22 cm. 
394 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Dr. Carthy, who is a lecturer in Zoology at Queen Mary College, London, has 

already provided a valuable summary of modern work and ideas in his Animal. 

Navigation. The present book presents in detail (which makes it valuable to the 

student as well as to the naturalist) the reaction systems of invertebrates to their 

external environment. Much of the ‘summary and survey’ work on behaviour has 
dealt with that of vertebrates and a great deal of the material included by Dr. Carthy 
is difficult for the non-specialist to find without extensive searching of the journals. 

The extent of the service rendered is indicated by the bibliography of s91 a 
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MOLLUSCS. J. E. Morton. Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 232 pages. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Morton, who is a lecturer in Zoology at Queen Mary College, London, provides 
here an account of a group of animals once very popular with amateur naturalists. 
Within so small a compass his treatment is wide and detailed and, although the non- 
specialist may boggle at the many technical terms, the book should appeal to amateurs 
as well as to professional biologists. The account deals first with classification and 
then goes on to a comparative consideration of organ systems and their functioning. 
The text-figures have been rather cramped by the desire to illustrate as much as 
possible. (594) 


THE WORLD OF SPIDERS. W. S. Bristowe. Collins, 30s. 1958. 22 cm. 
318 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (The 
New Naturalist) 

Dr. Bristowe, author of The Comity of Spiders, is a leading British arachnologist. His 

new book conveys to other naturalists his own pleasure and excitement in studying 

these fascinating animals, although the title is somewhat misleading in that little 
attention is given to habitats and ecology. He describes the structure of spiders and 
discusses their classification, ancestry and affinities; then he treats the British spiders 
family by family and discusses certain aspects of the behaviour of some species, 
particularly courtship and feeding. The great value of the book is in its helping the 
general naturalist to identify the different groups and the excellent drawings are 
commendably designed to this end. (s95°44) 


A STUDY OF BLACKBIRDS. D. W. Snow. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1958. 
22 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Robert Gillmor. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Index. 


Dr. Snow was for some years a member of the Edward Grey Institute of Field 
Ornithology at Oxford, and it is timely, now that he has left to manage the New 
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York Zoological Society’s field station in Trinidad, that he should publish this 
account of his work on blackbirds. Though of great value to population ecologists, 
his account is presented with a clarity and simplicity which will attract the amateur 
naturalist. Especially valuable are his contrasts between the behaviour and survival 
of a ‘suburban’ and of a woodland population of blackbirds. The many visitors to 
the Edward Grey Institute from all over the world will be delighted with the sketches 
of its setting in the Oxford Botanic Garden. (598-2) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medical Sciences Public Health 
THE SUDAN MEDICAL SERVICE. An Experiment in Social Medicine. 
H. C. Squires. Heinemann, 15s. 1958. 22 cm. 150 pages. Illustrations. Maps. 
Index. 
Dr. Squires’ account covers the years 1904-1954, from the inception of the Service 
until the first Sudanese Director was appointed. He himself was associated with the 
Service from 1908 to 1951, so he is well fitted to trace developments in organisation, 
to give brief biographical sketches of British and Sudanese personalities, and to 
describe conditions of work in the Sudan throughout the period, and the major 
campaigns against disease. Dr. Squires deals with the growth of activities within the 
Sudan Medical Service, such as training schemes, or related to it, such as medical 
missions and quarantine arrangements for Mecca pilgrims. Besides providing a 
record for the Sudan, this is an interesting addition to the history of tropical medicine. 
(610-9624) 


THE CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD. Two anatomical essays by 
William Harvey, together with nine letters written by him. The whole translated 
from the Latin and slightly annotated by Kenneth J. Franklin. Blackwell (Oxford), 
22s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour). References. 

Professor Franklin, in response to the demand for a translation of Harvey’s letters to 

Riolan which followed his translation of De Motu Cordis last year, has now published 

the two essays which Harvey addressed to the Paris anatomist. These are a refutation 

of the latter’s theses, published in his Encheiridium, a manual of anatomy which 
supported Galenic theories. Professor Franklin prefaces the work with a biographical 
sketch of Harvey and includes nine of Harvey’s letters to his supporters. The original 

Latin text, that of the 1766 Opera Omnia, is also given. Once again, Professor Franklin 

has produced an excellent, readable translation of a fascinating work. (612-1) 


THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF 
THE NOSE AND PARANASAL SINUSES. Sir Victor Negus. 
Livingstone, 70s. 1958. 255 cm. 418 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Index. 

In Part 1 of this beautifully prepared reference work—of prime interest to anatomists, 

physiologists, surgeons and pathologists—Sir Victor Negus discusses in great detail 

the nose as an olfactory organ, the functions of the nose in respiration and its air 
conditioning mechanism, other functions, ciliary action and exchange of fluid. There 
follows in Part 2 a shorter survey of the anatomy and functions of the paranasal 
sinuses. Part 3 gives an account of the human nose and accessory sinuses, which is 
amplified by a fascinating lecture delivered in Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1957, 
on the evolutionary history of man from the evidence of the nose and larynx. 
(612-2) 
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PUBLIC HEALTH IN TROPICAL COUNTRIES. Oladele A. Ajose. 
Churchill, 18s. 1958. 21 cm. 200 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
The Professor of Preventive and Social Medicine, University College, Ibadan, as 
Medical Officer of Health, Lagos Town Council, has had ample experience of sanitary 
problems in urban and rural areas of the tropics. In a direct, clear style, and with 
special reference to conditions in Africa, he outlines principles and fundamentals of 
practice for health inspectors, medical students and nurses whose field of work lies 
in the tropics. Much of the textbook is concerned with environmental sanitation in 
undeveloped communities; but there are also chapters on nutrition, communicable 
diseases and maternity and child welfare. (614) 


WORLD HEALTH. Fraser Brockington. Penguin Books, 5s. 1958. 18 cm. 
406 pages. Diagrams. References. Index. Paper covers. (Penguin Medical Series) 
The Professor of Social and Preventive Medicine, Manchester University, has written © 
a very fascinating book for interested laymen, and for all those actively concerned 
with the health of mankind, whether general practitioners, public health or voluntary 
workers. He discusses the meaning of health and the pattern of disease throughout the 
world, influenced by religion and social and economic conditions, and later by the 
development of public health movements, culminating in the achievements of the 
World Health Organization. The rest of the book is an elucidation of the measure- 
ment of health, the purpose of vital statistics and the conduct of surveys. Appendices 
give much useful information for students and the bibliography provides a guide for 
them to world classics of public health and to relevant publications of WHO. 
(614) 


CLINICAL INVOLVEMENTS—OR, THE OLD FIRM. Being running 
commentaries on the round. H. Gardiner-Hill. Butterworth, 32s.6d. 1958. 23 cm. 
208 pages. Illustrations. 

The Consulting Physician to St. Thomas’s Hospital, London, has assembled here 

records of commentaries for the most part made during ward rounds. He has selected 

a title deriving from the practice of first establishing the system involved, the level 

at which it was involved and the nature of the involvement, in an attempt to inculcate 

a clinical sense in the medical student. In style, personal and entertaining, his book 

may also interest the young practitioner, to whom it offers much good advice. Cases 

are chosen to exemplify the line of approach to patients, how to interpret patients’ 
stories and to integrate them with other diagnostic methods, such as radiology, and 

finally how to reach a correct diagnosis. (616) 


PATHOLOGY FOR STUDENTS OF DENTISTRY. George L. 
Montgomery. 2nd edition. Livingstone, 40s. 1958. 22 cm. 316 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour). Index. 

Professor of Pathology in Edinburgh University, the author is concerned with the 

basis of general pathology as required by the syllabus in dental surgery; special oral 

and dental pathology is therefore excluded. There are, however, chapters useful to 
dental students during their clinical courses in general medicine and surgery, 
illustrating basic principles of the pathology of the circulatory and respiratory 
systems, peptic ulceration, lymphatic glands and reaction to trauma. For this edition, 
the chapter on tumours has been rewritten, there are new coloured plates and many 
new illustrations. This is a concise and excellent textbook. (616) 
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MUIR’S TEXT-BOOK OF PATHOLOGY. 7th edition revised by 
D. F. Cappell. Edward Amold, 70s. 1958. 23-5 cm. 1,222 pages. lustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Using as a basis lectures delivered to Glasgow medical undergraduates, Professor 

Cappell has also had in mind the needs of junior pathologists, introducing recent 

views and explaining controversial issues in a textbook which fully deals with the 

scientific principles underlying structural changes and the relation of these to functional 
disturbances in their clinical aspects. Although there has been throughout some 
regrouping of subjects, notably in the chapters on tumours, the text retains its original 
arrangement, general pathology preceding special pathology. It is now fully 
illustrated with photographs and microphotographs, and it has been extensively 
revised to cover the advances of the last five years, alterations being most marked in 
the chapters on haematology and the endocrine glands. (616) 


MAJOR SURGERY FOR PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS. 
A Follow-up Study of Patients operated on in the United Kingdom from April 
1953 to March 1954. Part 1. Introduction to the Survey and Two-year Follow-up 
Report on 6,050 Patients with Unilateral Active Disease (Series A). R. S. Francis 
and M. P. Curwen. Staples Press, 12s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 106 pages. Diagrams. 
References. Index. 

This national survey, a joint project of the British Tuberculosis Association and the 

Society of Thoracic Surgeons, aims at assessing the value of medical treatment and 

different surgical techniques in pulmonary tuberculosis. Part 1 describes the 

administrative machinery required for a survey in which virtually all the surgeons 
engaged in this specially co-operated, and it gives the full statistical analysis from 
which are devised the findings that 85 per cent. of the patients in Series A were free 
from active tuberculosis and able to work after two years, although these were chronic 
cases. Part 2 will discuss a two-year follow-up of Series B, based on 2,186 patients, and 
Part 3, a five-year follow-up of Series A and B. The whole will form a unique 
statistical report of the effects of major surgery in pulmonary tuberculosis. (616-2) 


REHABILITATION OF THE HAND. C. B. Wynn Parry assisted by 
N. R. Smythe and L. E. Baker, with contributions from D. A. Brewerton and 
D. Brooks. Butterworth, 45s. 1958. 24°5 cm. 300 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The Specialist in Physical Medicine, Royal Air Force, assisted by the Head Occupa- 
tional Therapist and the Superintendent Physiotherapist of the Force’s Medical 
Rehabilitation Unit, and working in close association with its Plastic Surgery Centre, 
has produced an admirable and unique reference work for surgeons and for those 
concerned with the various aspects of rehabilitation. It opens with an introductory 
chapter on functional anatomy; chapters follow on electrodiagnosis, tendon and 
peripheral nerve injuries, the stiff and the rheumatoid hand, and upper limb weakness, 
in which—besides clinical features and operative techniques, with case histories— 
much attention is given to assessment of function, physiotherapy and schemes of 
work in occupational therapy departments. Information on ancillary treatments, 
hitherto scattered in periodicals and pamphlets, is excellently presented, includin: 

advice on adaptation of tools and resettlement in industry. (616-7 


A PRACTICE OF THORACIC SURGERY. A. L. d’Abreu. 2nd 
edition. Edward Arnold, 100s. 1958. 25 cm. 628 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
References. Index. 

In this invaluable reference book the Consultant Adviser in Thoracic Surgery, 
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Birmingham Regional Hospital Board, reviews the contributions of others and 
provides, from his own experience, a critical study of the various operative tech- 
niques, indications for them, pre-operative treatment, anaesthesia, post-operative care 
and complications. These surgical aspects he fully supports by exact accounts of the 
aetiology, pathology, prognosis, diagnosis and symptoms, the methods of physical 
examination and the interpretation of radiographs. K. W. Donald and R. H. Brain 
respectively contribute chapters on lung function and post-operative care, R. Astley 
on angiocardiography and P. H. Davison on cardiac catheterization. New attitudes 
regarding surgery for pulmonary tuberculosis, for lung cancer, surgery of the heart 
and oesophagus are included in this revised, well documented and well illustrated 
text. (617) 


PERIPHERAL NERVE INJURIES. Ruth E. M. Bowden. H. K. Lewis, 
8s.6d. 1958. 18-5 cm. 70 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
In the foreword, Mr. H. J. Seddon commends this handbook for the general use of 
surgeons and house officers. It will also be useful to physiotherapists and medical 
students. In it the Professor of Anatomy, Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine, 
London, a contributor to the Medical Research Council Nerve Injuries Committee 
Report, very concisely sets out the essentials of diagnosis and treatment. She discusses 
classifications of injuries and methods of diagnosis, then gives a succinct account of 
anatomy, principles of treatment and also definitive surgical and conservative 
treatment. This is a very useful vade mecum. (617) 


HEY GROVES’ SYNOPSIS OF SURGERY. Edited by Sir Cecil 
Wakeley. 15th edition. Wright (Bristol), 37s.6d. 1958. 18-5 cm. 658 pages. 
Illustrations (some in colour). Diagrams. Index. 

This synopsis presents the facts which medical students need for their examinations, 

in a text in précis form and varied type, clearly set out in boldly headed, numbered 

paragraphs, and thus useful for quick reference and revision purposes. The essentials 
of basic anatomy and pathology, aetiology, signs and symptoms, diagnosis, prognosis, 
are included, as are the steps in surgical treatment and their purpose. In this extensively 
revised edition, the important new work in vascular surgery, including arterial 
homografts and plastic prostheses, has been added, and antibiotic therapy brought 
up to date. (617) 


BASIC SURGERY. Edited by Leslie Oliver. H. K. Lewis, 126s. 1958. 
25 cm. 1,374 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Index. 
A comprehensive account of the morbid conditions upon which the practice of 
modern surgery is based. It is written for undergraduate students, but its usefulness 
will undoubtedly extend to students working for their higher qualifications in 
surgery. Its fourteen sections, each dealing with a surgical specialty, include paediatric 
surgery, orthopaedic surgery, fractures and injuries, and, in one section, reactions to 
injury, blood transfusion, surgery in diabetes and antibiotic surgery. A survey of 
surgical applications of radiotherapy concludes the volume. Contributors discuss 
methods of examination, incidence, aetiology and pathogenesis, pathology, signs 
and symptoms, diagnosis, including laboratory and other ancillary investigations, 
prophylaxis, principles of treatment, the aims of operation and complications. They 
also very lucidly describe the main steps in operative techniques. Essentially a well 
produced, reliable textbook. (617) 
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EMERGENCY SURGERY. Hamilton Bailey. 7th edition. Wright (Bristol), 
189s. 1958. 25°5 cm. 1,214 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). References. 
Index. 

The author, Emeritus Surgeon, Royal Northern Hospital, London, has effected a 

very thorough revision of this standard reference book, the purpose of which is to 

advise the younger surgeon when to operate in an emergency and to give him an 
exact description of techniques for use in crises. For most conditions one technique 
only is described. To assist surgeons throughout the world, emergencies rare in the 

United Kingdom but more frequently encountered in other countries are included; 

closed factures are not dealt with. Diagnosis and differential diagnosis are more fully 

considered in this edition, precise details of pre- and post-operative treatment are 
given, each chapter is documented, and the book is beautifully and clearly illustrated 
with photographs, drawings and diagrams, aptly chosen to assist in an emergency. 

This edition should maintain the book’s popularity. (617-9) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN PAEDIATRICS. Edited by Douglas Gairdner. 
2nd edition. Churchill, 48s. 1958. 21 cm. 386 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
References. Index. 

The thirteen subjects chosen for review are closely related to advances in the medical 

sciences, and thus are of interest in their theoretical and clinical aspects, such as 

hypothyroidism, haematology of infancy, and jaundice in the newborn. The 

contributors include three Americans, F. T. Falkner, writing on growth, and D. S. 

Fleischer and W. W. McCrory on the nephrotic system. Other chapters, all specially 

written for this edition, include the circulation at birth and effects of asphyxia, spina 

bifida cystica, hydrocephalus, tuberculosis, rheumatic fever, the deaf child and 
pyogenic osteitis. The volume, which is most usefully documented, is of great interest 

to the clinician and research worker. (618-9) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN CEREBRAL PALSY. Edited by R. S. 
Illingworth. Churchill, 50s. 1958. 24-5 cm. 402 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
References. Index. 

For clinicians, physiotherapists and educationists, the Professor of Child Health, 

Sheffield University, with a team of thirteen British, American and Australian 

specialists, has produced an excellent. authoritative, up-to-date account which 

includes both clinical and practical aspects of treatment and gives 230 references to 
world literature. It opens with chapters on classification, incidence and causation, on 
structural changes in the brain and early diagnosis. Thence it proceeds to the various 
handicaps involved, giving special attention to deafness; then to attitudes of parents 
and children to the disability, mental testing and educational problems. Of much 
practical interest is the well-illustrated chapter on equipment. On the therapeutic 
side, there are five chapters on drugs, physical and speech therapy, orthopaedic 
surgery and neurosurgery. (618-9) 


DISEASES OF CHILDREN IN THE SUBTROPICS AND 
TROPICS. H. C. Trowell and D. B. Jelliffe. Edward Arnold, 105s. 1958. 
23°5 cm. 936 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour). References. Index. 

The clinical aspects of the commoner children’s diseases encountered in hot climates, 

whether tropical or universal, and also tropical diseases having different manifestations, 

are considered by the editors and seventy-five specialists from the five continents in 
this reference work designed for specialists in related fields concerned with child 
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health, general practitioners and post-graduate students. The subject, well arranged 
and aptly illustrated, is dealt with under the headings normally used in a textbook of 
medicine, such as geographical distribution, aetiology, pathology, laboratory data, 
diagnosis, treatment and prevention. The range of the work will be indicated by 
mention of such chapters as those on treponematoses, leprosy, malaria, 
trypanosomiasis, leishmaniasis, helminthiasis, heat disorders, snake and arthropod 
bites and stings. This book most ably fills a gap in medical literature. (618-9) 


Engineering: Electrical 
PRINCIPLES OF ELECTRONICS. H. Buckingham and E. M. Price. 
2nd edition. Cleaver-Hume, 17s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 424 pages. Diagrams. Index. 
(Cleaver-Hume Electrical Series, No. 9) 
Since publication of the first edition in 1953, this book has become a standard text 
for students taking general electrical engineering courses. Apart from some extensive 
rewriting of the chapter on conductors and semiconductors the major change in the 
present edition is the insertion of two further chapters dealing with magnetic amplifiers 
and transistors. Although intended primarily for students, the book will be of 
considerable value to heavy-current electrical engineers and to many others who have 
need of a not too advanced account of electronic principles and their applications. 
(621-34) 
—— Pneumatic Machiniery 
AXIAL FLOW COMPRESSORS: Fluid Mechanics and Thermodynamics. 
J. H. Horlock. Butterworth, 40s. 1958. 25-5 cm. 206 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 
[his advanced treatise on the mathematical theory behind the design of axial-flow 
air compressors as now used in industrial and aircraft gas turbines serves as a basic 
introduction to the science of thermodynamics and fluid mechanics. Nine chapters 
and a useful appendix give the most authoritative concept so far compiled on the 
cascade of compressor blades. Dr. Horlock is the acknowledged authority on the 
theory of compressing air by means of centrifugal and axial-flow compressors. 
(621-5) 
—— Power Transmission Machinery 
AUTOMATION IN PRODUCTION ENGINEERING. A Practical 
Guide to Automatic Production and Gauging in Machine Shops. J. A. Oates. 
Newnes, 45s. 1958. 23 cm. 332 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
This book is concerned with the use in production of a variety of automatic 
techniques. Among subjects discussed, mostly with reference to specific devices 
produced by various manufacturers, are hydraulic, pneumatic and electrical control 
equipment, automatic handling equipment for machine loading and unloading, 
transfer machines, automatic gauging and machine tool control systems. This very 
wide range of items is covered with sufficient detail to enable a production engineer 
to determine what methods are available for tackling a problem, to understand the 
principles involved and to become aware of the principal manufacturers of available 
equipment. (621-8) 


—— Naval 

SHIPS IN ROUGH WATER. J. L. Kent. Nelson, 32s.6d. 1958. 23-5 cm. 
302 pages. Diagrams. References. Index. (Nelson’s Nautical Series) 

This book, by a former Superintendent of the Experimental Tank at the National 


33 








Physical Laboratory, and a naval architect of international reputation, is divided 
into three parts. The first deals with ocean weather (winds, waves and currents); the 
second with the movements of a ship in a seaway (rotational and translational move- 
ments, steering in rough weather); and the third with ship propulsion in rough 
weather conditions (wind resistance, hull resistance, and general consideration of hull 
design which affect a ship’s behaviour in rough water). The author writes not only 
as a mathematician, but also as one who has spent much of his time at sea. (623-81) 


—— Structural 
THE ANALYSIS OF GRID FRAMEWORKS AND RELATED 
STRUCTURES. Arnold W. Hendry and Leslie G. Jaeger. Chatto & 
Windus, 50s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 308 pages. Diagrams. Index. 
This book analyses grid frameworks, a particular example of which is a bridge deck, 
to determine the proportion of load carried by each member of the grid. The method 
used is harmonic analysis for the simply supported cases and basic function analysis 
for the more complicated cases. The book is divided into three parts: a design section 
with many examples, an analytical section where the theory behind the design is 
developed, and a section devoted to a comparison between experimental and 
theoretical results. An appendix is provided in which the necessary formulae are 
tabulated together with graphs to enable the longitudinal distribution coefficients 
to be obtained easily. (624-171) 


—— Sanitary 

WATER TREATMENT. G. F. Mugele and A. Wiseman. Newnes, 215. 
1958. 22 cm. 152 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Newnes 
Technical Surveys) 

A useful textbook providing an up-to-date review of methods of water purification 

and treatment in which the various techniques are discussed fully. The problems 

arising from the increasing use of synthetic detergents are dealt with. The book is 

well illustrated and should prove of great interest and value to water engineers, 

industrialists and public health workers. (628-16) 


Aeronautics 
MANUAL ON ROCKETS AND SATELLITES. Edited by L. V. 
Berkner. Pergamon Press, 160s. 1958. 25 cm. $28 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Maps. Bibliography. Index. (Annals of the International Geophysical Year, Vol. V1) 
The purpose of this manual is to describe the part played by rockets and satellites in 
the programme of research associated with the International Geophysical Year. It is 
a considerable advantage to have these papers brought together in this way so as to 
present a coherent picture of what is being attempted. In general the programme is 
considered from two aspects: discussion of the investigations which are being under- 
taken and descriptions of the techniques used for design, launching, instrumentation 
and tracking of the rockets and satellite vehicles. The treatment is by no means 
comprehensive but most of the important information is included and the book will 
be a most valuable guide to those scientists whose major task for the next few years 
will be the interpretation of IGY results. (629-14353) 


GAS TURBINES FOR AIRCRAFT. Arthur W. Judge. Chapman 
& Hall, 60s. 1958. 22 cm. 448 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Index. 


A brief survey of the development of gas turbines is followed by a consideration of 
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the types at present available, their characteristics and features of design. There are 
tables of comparative performance of British and U.S. aircraft turbines. The book is 
designed to fill the gap between the purely descriptive and entirely academic treat- 
ments. The author has specialised for many years in books on the internal combustion 
engine and has brought together much useful information. (6290-14353) 


Book Production 
MODERN BOOK DESIGN from William Morris to the present day. 
Ruari McLean. Faber, 21s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 128 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

Typographers have a way of writing well, and Mr. McLean is no exception. He 
surveys the revival of good book-design in Britain, Europe and the U.S.A. which 
was begun by William Morris, Bruce Rogers and D. P. Updike, among others, and 
he covers the work of many leading designers and printers, and the great contribution 
made by the Monotype Corporation, but his treatment, although concise, is never 
pedestrian. He illuminates his subject, and the first and last chapters, on the nature 
and the future of book-design, are particularly stimulating. This is a book for the 
intelligent Jayman as well as the publisher and printer. (655-4) 


THE BOOK OF THE PRIVATE PRESS. A Check-List compiled by 
Thomas Rae and Geoffrey Handley-Taylor. Signet Press, 10s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 
64 pages. Index. Paper covers. 

England, Scotland, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, Ireland, U.S.A. 

and Japan are represented in this useful reference book, and there is a separate section 

of presses in universities, colleges of art, schools, etc. Although not complete, the list 
contains Over 240 private presses, giving in a short note the name of the ‘printer’, 
the address and telephone number, the printing presses, types, and paper used, the 
kind of work done, etc., and the ‘class’ to which the press belongs: publishing, 
teaching, experimental, printing or clandestine. Some incidental pieces of information 
are very interesting: ¢.g., that the Cherryburn Press (U.S.A.) has 160 original blocks 
by Thomas Bewick. (655-4) 


Business Management 
MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY. Joan Woodward. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1958. 21-5 cm. 40 pages. Map. Diagrams. Paper covers. 
(Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. Problems of Progress in Industry. 
No. 3) 
In an attempt to discover whether the principles of organisation laid down in modern 
management theory have any true relation to business success, the Human Relations 
Research Unit of the South East Essex Technical College carried out between 1953 
and 1957, under the auspices of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
a practical survey of the manufacturing firms in south Essex with over 100 employees. 
This booklet, by the then director of the Unit, is a concise statistical summary of the 
findings, appearing in advance of the full report; it should lead to a critical reappraisal 
of some widely accepted theories. (658) 


THE BOSS. The Life and Times of the British Business Man. Roy Lewis 
and Rosemary Stewart. Phoenix House, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 256 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A sociological study of the man occupying the top, as distinct from the purely 

managerial, post in business is rare to find, and the authors (who are, respectively, 
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co-author of The English Middle Classes and author of Management Succession) are to 
be congratulated on this penetrating analysis. With humour and keen observation 
they note the personal qualities necessary to bring a man to the top, and, when there, 
the atmosphere in which he works, his financial rewards, his mental strain, and his 
acquired attitudes to public service and the other demands of a successful career. It 
is a most enjoyable book. (658-3) 


Advertising 


MADISON AVENUE U.S.A. The Inside Story of American Advertising. 
Martin Mayer. Bodley Head, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 320 pages. Index. 

Madison Avenue in New York is the centre of the advertising industry in the U.S.A. 

This detailed, highly readable description of how the work is carried on, and the 

role it plays in the cultural and economic life of the country, has become a best-seller 

among laymen in the U.S.A. For those engaged in the practice of advertising it is 

recommended as a textbook of the first importance. (659-1) 


Chemical Technology 


LABORATORY DISTILLATION PRACTICE. E. A. Coulson and 
E. F. G. Herington. Newnes, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 176 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The authors, who have done much to advance the practice of laboratory distillation 

by their work at the National Chemical Laboratory, write here for the practising 

chemist who often has to separate mixtures but who has not been trained in the art 
of fractional distillation. Only a sixth of the book is devoted to theoretical considera- 
tions. The rest is devoted to a very helpful discussion of various types of columns, 
packing and ancillary equipment, distillation at low temperatures and pressures and 
azeotropic distillation. Related subjects are treated in the same practical fashion. 
(660-28) 

Dyeing 

PERKIN CENTENARY LONDON: 100 Years of Synthetic Dyestuffs. 
Pergamon Press, 42s. 1958. 22 cm. 148 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
(‘Tetrahedron’ Supplements, No. 1) 

This well-produced book is a record of the 1956 Perkin Centenary celebrations in 

London (Sir William Henry Perkin was the English chemist who discovered aniline 

dyes in 1856). The bulk of it is taken up with four Perkin Centenary lectures and the 

rest records some of the more formal aspects of the proceedings. The lecture given 
by Professor J. Read deals with “The life and work of Perkin’, while Mr. C. Paine 
traces “The development of the dyestuff industry’ from Perkin’s discovery to 
mauveine. Mr. J. G. Evans discusses “Tinctorial art today’ and Professor Sir Alexander 
Todd outlines “The development of organic chemistry since Perkin’s discovery’. It 
is a pity the high price of the book will limit its availability. (667-2) 


Paints and Varnishes 

PAINT FILM DEFECTS: Their Causes and Cure. Manfred Hess. 2nd 
edition. Chapman & Hall, 75s. 1958. 22-5 cm. $44 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

This work was first produced in Germany in 1938 to assist the paint technologist in 

tracking down typical paint defects and recommending means for overcoming them. 

A revised English edition produced in 1951 included paint failures typical of the damp 
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climate associated with Great Britain and this work, compiled with the assistance 
of a number of eminent authorities on paint technology in both Europe and the 
United States, has been accepted as a standard work of reference. This new edition, 
revised to include data relevant to modern coatings, should find a place on the 
shelves of all paint technologists and major paint users. The contents are arranged 
under the main headings of faults which develop during storage and application, after 
application, and on finished objects when in use. (667-6) 


Metallurgy 


USING STEEL WISELY. A Dissertation on the Principles underlying the 
Selection of the Correct Steel for any Engineering Application. Leslie Aitchison 
and William I. Pumphrey. Macdonald & Evans, 44s. 1958. 22 cm. 264 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 

Primarily intended for engineers, this volume constitutes a companion to Engineering 
Steels by the same well-qualified authors. In the first section, “Creating a Component’, 
ingot structures, deformation, heat treatment and the effects of certain shapin, 
operations are considered metallurgically, and in the second, ‘Making the best of it’, 
the general design principles, metallurgical considerations and quality factors are 
dealt with in relation to selection. A very readable book, thoroughly recommended 
to the engineer, although perhaps not sufficiently advanced for the metallurgist. 


(669-14) 
ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE PICTURE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ART. A comprehensive survey 
of painting, sculpture, architecture and crafts, their methods, styles and technical 
terms, from the earliest times to the present day. Thames & Hudson, 73s.6d. 1958. 
29°5 cm. $84 pages. 192 colour plates. 388 monochrome illustrations. Index. 

This outstanding addition to the small number of worthwhile reference books on the 

fine arts combines the dictionary form with historical narrative. It is divided into 

seven sections corresponding to the main periods in world art history, each section 
introduced by a general essay on the period, followed by a more detailed consideration 
of specific art forms and concluding with a glossary of artists, buildings, movements, 
etc. arranged in alphabetical order. The general index makes it possible to refer 
directly to the glossary in any section. This pictorial encyclopaedia with its extensive 
text can be used in three ways: for continuous reading, as a quick reference book, 
and as a repository of illustrative material. The three principal contributors are 
directors of German museums and academies in which country the book was 
prepared. Fine printing and a smooth-reading translation make it a triumph of inter- 
national publishing. (703) 


*® MOTIF. A Journal of the Visual Arts. No. 1. November 1958. Edited by 
Ruari McLean. Shenval Press, 20s. an issue (3 issues a year). Annual subscription 
65s. post free. 31 cm. Illustrated. 

Early photography, 19th century type designs, book illustration, recent sculptures by 
Elizabeth Frink, Victorian advertisements, reproductions of drawings of Brighton 
by Lynton Lamb, notes on current exhibitions, and book reviews figure among the 
contents of this new journal devoted mainly to the graphic arts and marked by lively 
presentation, and fine printing and lay-out by James Shand. As the successor of 
Alphabet and Image, an important periodical on the graphic arts a decade or so ago, 
this new venture deserves support; somewhat wider in scope, it gives an up-to-the- 
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moment survey, impeccably produced, of contemporary trends in printing, publish- 
ing, illustration and design. (705) 


GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS IN BRITAIN. H.M. Treasury. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 32 pages. Paper covers. 
In this official report details are given of government policy and expenditure on the 
fine arts in Great Britain since the end of World War II in 1945. There are eight 
appendices in which government expenditure during the period is broken down and 
analysed under appropriate headings. State support of the fine arts in Great Britain 
is often under fire on grounds of inadequacy ; this important document gives the other 
side of the question and shows what has been done both in acquiring important works 
of art for the national collections and in maintaining the buildings which house them 
The record is, in many respects, an impressive one. (707-9) 


THE CONNOISSEUR PERIOD GUIDES TO THE HOUSES, 
DECORATION, FURNISHINGS AND CHATTELS OF THE 
CLASSIC PERIODS. Edited by Ralph Edwards and L. G. Ramsey. THE 
REGENCY PERIOD 1810-1830. THE EARLY VICTORIAN 
PERIOD 1830-1860. The Connoisseur, 42s. each. 1958. 25 cm. 192 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 

These two volumes complete the series, begun in 1956, of illustrated handbooks on 

the arts and furnishing styles of the classic periods in English history. Like their 

predecessors, which covered the Tudor, Stuart and Georgian epochs, both books 
contain fifteen articles, each written by an expert, on different aspects of Regency 
and Early Victorian design. A general introduction precedes the articles which contain 
much new, unpublished and specialist information, particularly on the minor or 

‘applied’ arts. The Early Victorian volume in particularly may be recommended to 

the alert collector willing to venture into new fields as the supply of antiques from 

earlier periods becomes yearly more scarce and costly. This volume contains the 

first systematic account of early Victorian furniture, as well as chapters on textiles, 

pottery, silverware, musical instruments and other topics, all profusely illustrated. 
(709-42) 

Architecture 

SHROPSHIRE. Nikolaus Pevsner. Penguin Books, 8s.6d. 1958. 18 cm. 
368 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Map. Indexes. Paper covers. (The Buildings of 
England) 

The sixteenth title in Dr. Pevsner’s splendid series. Shropshire is a predominantly 

rural county with much interesting domestic and church architecture of several 

periods, and also boasting in the Coalbrookdale Bridge (1777) one of the very first 
examples of the use of iron as a structural material. The book contains a general 
architectural introduction, a large section of illustrations, a glossary of terms, a map, 
and excellent indexes, but its principal feature is the detailed record of every 
ecclesiastical, public and domestic building of interest in the county, arranged 
alphabetically under the name of the town or village concerned. Incomparable value 

for money. (720-942) 

Sculpture 

CLASSICAL SINHALESE SCULPTURE, c. 300 B.c. to A.D. 1000. 
D. T. Devendra. Alec Tiranti, 30s. 1958. 19 cm. §2 pages of text. 92 pages of 
illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. (Chapters in Art) 

The subject of this book is the early Buddhist sculpture of Ceylon which developed 
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around Anuradhapura, the capital of the early kings. Restraint, inventiveness, and 
excellence of design, characterise the figure groups, architectural capitals, balustrades, 
vases, and panels which are finely photographed in the plates. An introduction on the 
historical background, material, and interpretation of the religious iconography b 

D. T. Devendra, a former Assistant Archaeological Commissioner for Ceylon, will 
give western readers some insight into the significance of the sculptural art of an island 
which has been called ‘the pearl of the Indian ocean’. (730-9548) 


ITALIAN RENAISSANCE SCULPTURE. John Pope-Hennessy. Phaidon 
Press, 90s. 1958. 28-5 cm. 370 pages. 309 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
(Introduction to Italian Sculpture Series) 

This second volume of Mr. Pope-Hennessy’s Introduction to Italian Sculpture covers the 

15th and early 16th centuries beginning with the work of Donatello (c. 1386-1466) 

and concluding with that of Tullio Lombardi (c. 1455-1532). The book follows the 

same pattern as the earlier volume on Gothic sculpture (1955)—a lengthy stylistic 
analysis illustrated by text figures, followed by the plates, descriptive notes on the 
plates, biographical details concerning individual sculptors, bibliographies and other 
factual material. There is an Index of Sculptors, but it is to be hoped that the third and 
final volume will contain a complete index of names, titles of individual sculptures, 
etc., to facilitate rapid reference. Meanwhile the scholarship and presentation of this 
present volume maintain the standard of its predecessor. The author is Keeper of the 
Department of Sculpture, Victoria and Albert Museum, London. (735-21) 


Decorative Art and Design 
A HISTORY OF BOOK ILLUSTRATION. The Illuminated Manuscript 
and the Printed Book. David Bland. Faber, 84s. 1958. 38 cm. 448 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour). References. Bibliography. Index. 
A comprehensive book: beginning with the ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead it ends 
in 1956 with such interesting contemporary enterprises as the Folio Society and surveys 
not only the illuminated manuscripts and printed books of Britain, Europe and the 
U.S.A., but Byzantine, Islamic, Indian, Chinese and Japanese manuscripts also. The 
book is far from being a mere catalogue, however. An expert book-designer himself, 
Mr. Bland writes with real knowledge and loving appreciation. The illustrations, 
numerous, varied and fascinating, are very effective in illustrating and amplifying 
the text. (741-64) 


Painting 
PAINTING FOR ALL. A Complete Guide for the Amateur and Student 
Artist. Mervyn Levy. Odhams Press, 25s. 1958. 25°5 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour). Diagrams. Index. 
A stimulating, authoritative guide to painting which the author, himself a practising 
painter and art critic, considers to be ‘the most rewarding and fruitful of all hobbies’. 
The various chapters on different aspects of technique are enlivened with relevant 
comments on the art of the past and a frank discussion of difficulties and how they 
may be tackled. The author writes with a sense of mission advocating ‘pleasure 
painting’ as an antidote to boredom which will help the individual to resist some of the 
devitalising influences of modern materialism. His book contains contributions from 
three other distinguished contemporary painters: R. O. Dunlop writes on painting 
landscapes, Colin Moss on choosing subjects, and Stephen Bone on portrait painting. 


(750) 
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JAN VERMEER: THE PAINTINGS. Complete edition. Ludwig 
Goldscheider. Phaidon Press, 47s.6d. 1958. 31 cm. 156 pages. Illustrations (many in 
colour). Bibliography. 

The Dutch painter Vermeer (1632-75) is one of the world’s most famous yet 

mysterious of artists. He died young, few biographical details about him are known, 

nothing survives in his own handwriting, during his life-time he was mentioned only 
three times in print, and the catalogue raisonné in the present book limits his authentic 
works to thirty-six. Dr. Goldscheider raises questions and attempts to answer them in 

a short but compelling essay which introduces the plates—photographs of the paintings 

with many details reproduced in their original size. They are most successful in giving 

an idea of Vermeer’s sense of colour and modulation. In addition to the catalogue 
raisonné a list is given of paintings and drawings attributed by some critics to Vermeer. 
(759°9492) 

Photography 

NEWNES COMPLETE AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY. Edited by 
M. Lillington Hall. Newnes, 30s. 1958. 22 cm. 400 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This book constitutes a library of encyclopaedic scope on photographic art and 

technique for the amateur photographer—and for the advanced worker who is 

exploring new fields there is an abundance of practical advice. The many sections deal 
with a wide range of subjects, and the contributors are acknowledged experts. There 
are chapters covering the camera and how to use it, the darkroom, slides for pro- 
jection, the diversity of photography, technical points, special techniques, developing 
and printing, composition, portraiture and landscape. (770) 


CONTAFLEX MANUAL. The Complete Guide to colour and black-and- 
white photography with the Contaflex Single Lens Reflex Cameras. Edward S. 
Bomback. Fountain Press, 35s. 1958. 22 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). 
Diagrams. 

The Contaflex camera has established itself as a firm favourite of the 35 mm. photo- 

grapher, especially for use in colour work. The main purpose of this book is to show 

how, by reducing the technicalities of photography to a minimum, the Contaflex 
camera gives the photographer a much wider scope in his choice of picture material. 

One chapter explains how the Contaflex can be made to earn its keep. Other chapters 

deal with Lenses with a new vision, Exposure made easy, Portraits with a Contaflex, 

Photography in 3D, Photomicrography, and Under-water photography. There is 

also a section giving full details and working instructions for all models of the 

Contaflex camera. (771°3) 


Music 

MUSIC AND ITS MEANINGS. Three lectures delivered in the University 
of London in January and February 1957. Frank Howes. University of London: The 
Athlone Press, 6s. 1958. 21-5 cm. $6 pages. Musical examples. Paper covers. 

The music critic of The Times here rejoices in temporary release from his professional 

anonymity to speculate in the first person on a favourite topic to which he has given 

much thought. He divides it into ‘Music as Knowledge’, ‘Music as Emotion’ and 

‘Music as Thought’. His general thesis is that ‘music is a kind of knowledge, and the 

object of its knowledge is states of mind’, which must involve thought of various 

kinds. While drawing his instances from a wide range of music and aesthetic literature, 

he admits that much of his speculation is subjective. It is the excursions and digressions, 
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rather than the conclusions, of a sensitive and philosophical mind that will attract 
numerous readers who share this approach to music. (780) 


CLASSICS: MAJOR AND MINOR, With Some Other Musical 
Ruminations. Eric Blom. Dent, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 224 pages. Musical examples. 
Index. 

Urbane, learned persuasion is the keynote of these fourteen essays, garnered from 

contributions to periodicals and other publications during the last thirty years or so. 

The music-lover who likes to have his awareness stimulated by another's insight and 

enthusiasm will enjoy them. The pianist, for instance, will be prompted to explore 

new works by the essays on Dussek and Field; the lover of Beethoven will be fascinated 

by a noble account of the ‘Diabelli’ variations; the student of Verdi will welcome a 

suggestive account of his operas. Some pieces on form (notably a study of the Minuet- 

Trio, especially as used by Mozart) and harmony round off a volume worthy of-a 

critic on The Observer and the editor of the fifth edition of Grove’s Dictionary. (780-4) 


ESSAYS ON MUSIC. Alfred Einstein. Faber, 21s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 272 pages. 
Musical examples. Index. 
Erudition lightly worn is the keynote of these twenty-two pieces from the pen of the 
great scholar who died in 1952 in America, where he had settled after leaving Germany 
in 1935. His long experience as critic and as editor of the influential Zeitschrift fur 
Musikwissenschaft gave him great breadth of interests and insight into every different 
kind of music. Besides his special devotion to Mozart and his contemporaries—well 
represented in this volume—Einstein wrote enthusiastically on such diverse topics as 
Elizabethan madrigals, the work of the neglected Agostino Steffani, concert life in 
16th century Italy, Strauss and Hofmannsthal, Wagner and Ludwig II. Though this 
is a volume primarily for the scholar, its warm humanity will also give much pleasure 
to the thoughtful music-lover. (780-4) 


THE CONCERT-GOER’S ANNUAL. No. 2. Edited by Evan Senior. 
John Calder, 25s. 1958. 24°5 cm. 156 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour). 
The score of essays making up this handsome volume are rather uneven in quality, but 
besides some that are personal and rather subjective, there is a hard core of permanent 
value and documentary interest. Such is John Denison’s admirable summary of the 
growth and purpose of the musical activities of the Arts Council. Two American 
critics, Francis D. Perkins and Alfred Frankenstein, give factual accounts of recent 
activity in New York and on the Pacific Coast, respectively. Much that is unfamiliar 
is found in Jeffrys Scherek’s ‘Music in Australia’ and in James Robertson’s “Musical 
Scene in New Zealand’. Mr. Senior, by including essays on Sibelius, Handel and 
Ernest Newman, has certainly widened the horizons of a fascinating subject. (780-58) 


THE ART AND THEORY OF MUSIC. An Introduction for Students, 
Teachers and Listeners. Frederick Woodhouse. Pitman, 18s. 1958. 22 cm. 142 pages. 
Musical examples. 

Though written principally for students, this is a book which can be read with profit 

by many others. Mr. Woodhouse draws on his long experience as singer and teacher 

to expound the elements of music—notation, ornamentation, melody, harmony and 
form——and proceeds to some wise and witty chapters on score-reading and listening. 

His approach to these well-worn topics is fresh and clear. Many of the points discussed 

are illustrated by reference to the seven familiar songs which precede the text. (781) 


41 





PUCCINI: Keeper of the Seal. Edward Greenfield. Arrow Books (Hutchinson), 

38.6d. 1958. 18 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. Musical examples. Index. Paper covers. 
Mr. Greenfield’s main purpose in this able book is to re-assess the musical status of 
Puccini (b. 1858), and to try to remove what he considers are some general miscon- 
ceptions. He writes well about Puccini’s character, which he finds at variance with 
his operas, and about other composers’ debts to him. He strenuously denies that this 
music is vulgar or over-sentimental, or lacking in true tragic depth, a quality which 
he suggests has little to do with the nobility or otherwise of the characters. Although 
not everyone will necessarily agree with this, or with Mr. Greenfield’s estimate of 
Puccini’s melody, this is a thoughtful and penetrating book which opera-lovers will 
enjoy. (782-1) 


OPERA ANNUAL. No. 5. Edited by Harold Rosenthal. John Calder, 25s. 
1958. 24 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Musical examples. 
The general theme of this hardy, and beautifully produced, annual is the part which 
opera plays and has played in the great music festivals of Europe, notably Aix-en- 
Provence, Bayreuth, Salzburg, Tanglewood and Glyndebourne. Mr. Rosenthal, 
a scholarly and skilful editor, himself contributes an illuminating and objective sum- 
mary of the crisis which shook opera during the 1957/58 season. There are also 
excellent essays on the great singing teacher Garccia (who died in 1906, aged 101), on 
Leoncavallo’s ‘La Bohéme’ and Meyerbeer’s operas. The appendices include a 37-page 
list of the repertoire of opera houses the world over. In short, a volume which will 
give lasting pleasure to all lovers of opera. (782-1) 


THE HEART OF JAZZ. William L. Grossman and Jack W. Farrell. 
Vision Press, 42s. 1958. 24 cm. 316 pages. Illustrations by Lamartine le Soullon. 
Index. 

This book attacks a problem which most critics are content to leave unresolved—the 

formulation of a rigorously argued aesthetic for jazz music. If success is not wholly 

achieved this is perhaps because of a fundamental contradiction between the self- 
conscious seriousness with which jazz is studied today and the original aims of its 
creators. Although the tone is sometimes over-portentous, the level of criticism is 
thoroughly professional. There is an expert analysis of the role of individual instru- 
ments in creating jazz styles, and the discussion of the achievement of the various 
pioneer New Orleans and Dixieland combinations is both well-informed and provo- 


cative. (785 +42) 


Recreation 
FUN FOR THE NOT-SO-YOUNG. Sid G. Hedges. Methuen, 10s.6d. 
1958. I9 cm. 142 pages. 


Many people as they grow older are faced with the problem of how best to employ 
their leisure. The sensible suggestions offered in this book will appeal to a variety of 
temperaments and help those who would appreciate a little guidance generally to 
enlarge their horizon and their circle of friends in the pursuit of activities that will 
yield interest, entertainment, creative satisfaction or a sense of usefulness. (790) 


The Theatre 

THE ABBEY THEATRE: Cradle of Genius. Gerard Fay. Hollis & Carter, 
21s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 190 pages. Illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

This book is unusual in that it combines a concise historical account with intimate 
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British Book News, January 1959 


FORTHCOMING BOOKS 


A select list of books to be published in or about MARCH, 1959. These 
books may or may not be reviewed in British Book News. 


Philosophy Psychology Religion 

AN ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION. Dr. Willem F. Zuurdeeg. (Allen & Unwin, 
about 30s.) 

THE CAIRO GENIZA. P. E. Kahle. (Blackwell, about 37s. 6d.). Enlarged to include dis- 
coveries and publications of the last ten years. 

CHRISTIANITY IN A REVOLUTIONARY AGE. Vol. I. The 19th Century in Europe. Kenneth 
Scott Latourette. (Eyre & Spottiswoode, about 42s.) 

THE CONCEPT OF MORALITY. Pratima Bowes. (Allen & Unwin, about 21s.) 

GNosIS. Frithjof Schuon. (Murray, 18s.) 

THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION. George S. Hendry. (S.C.M. Press, 15s.) 

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT. M. A. Beek. (Hodder & Stoughton, 21s.) 

THE OECUMENICAL MOVEMENT AND THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. Thomas Sartory. (Blackwell, 
about 25s.) 

PHILOSOPHY OF WHITEHEAD. W. Mays. (Allen & Unwin, about 21s.) 

SENTENCES OF SEXTUS. A Contribution to the History of Early Christian Ethics. Rev. H. 
Chadwick. (Cambridge University Press, about 30s.) 

A SHORTER COMMENTARY OF ROMANS. Kar! Barth. (S.C.M. Press, 15s.) 

THEORIES OF LEARNING. Ernest R. Hilgard. (Methuen, about 45s.) 

WORLD JEWRY. Sr. Simon Federbusch. (W. H. Allen, 75s.) 


Social Sciences 

THE AFRO-ASIAN STATES AND THEIR PROBLEMS. K. M. Panikkar. (Allen & Unwin, about 
13s. 6d.) 

THE AGE OF FIREARMS. Robert Held. (Casse//, about 50s.). A pictorial history. 

BRITISH WARSHIP NAMES. J. D. Manning and C. F. Walker. (Putnam, 42s.)._ A dictionary 
and history. 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW. F. T. Giles. (Penguin, 3s. 6d.). 

ELEMENTS OF VITAL STATISTICS. B. Benjamin. (Allen & Unwin, about 50s.). 

ENGELS AS MILITARY CRITIC. F. Engels. (Manchester University Press, about 21s.). Articles 
from the 1860’s commenting on the military tactics of the period. 

EXPROPRIATION IN PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW. B. A. Wortley. (Cambridge University 
Press, 30s.) 

THE LANDMARKS OF TOMORROW. Peter F. Drucker. (Heinemann, about 25s.). The new era 
we live in contrasted with the 300 years before it. 

MAN OUTMODED. A Study of the Soul of Man in the Second Industrial Revolution. 
Gunther Anders. (Gollancz, about 25s.) 

PRIMITIVE REBELS. E. J. Hobsbawm. (Manchester University Press, 25s.). Describes forms 
of ‘archaic’ social agitation: banditry, etc. 

THE PROFESSION OF GOVERNMENT. Brian Chapman. (Allen & U/nwin, 25s.). Surveys the 
Civil Services of western Europe. 

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL IN THE NEW AGE. George Snow. (Bles, 12s. 6d.) 

STUDIES IN ELIZABETHAN FOREIGN TRADE. T. S. Willan. (Manchester University Press, 
about 35s.) 

TRENDS IN ENGLISH ADULT EDUCATION. Edited by S. G. Raybould. (Heinemann, about 
21s.) 

YOUTH IN A TECHNICAL AGE. A Study of Day Release. D. M. Silberston. (Parrish, 21s.) 


Science and Technology Medicine 

APPLIED ANATOMY FOR NURSES. E. J. Bocock and Prof. R. Wheeler Haines. 2nd edition. 
(Livingstone, no price yet.) 

AN APPROACH TO MODERN PHysics. E. N. da C. Andrade. Enlarged and revised edition. 
(Bell, about 30s.) 

AZALEAS. Frederick Street. (Cassell, 50s.) 

BASKERVILLE: A BIBLIOGRAPHY. P. Gaskell. (Cambridge University Press, 63s.). English 
printer (1706-1775). 

A BEAVER’S STORY. Emil E. Liers. (Hodder & Stoughton, 12s. 6d.). Ways of a beaver. 

THE BOMBER’S EYE. Group Captain Dudley Saward. (Cassell, 21s.). Development and 
uses of radar devices. 








BRITISH PLASTICS YEAR BOOK 1959. (Iliffe, 42s.) 

CELL AND TISSUE CULTURE. John Paul. (Livingstone, no price yet). 

THE EARTH. Sir Harold Jeffrey. New edition. (Cambridge University Press, about 75s.) 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY. H. W. Swann. (Macdonald, about 50s.) 

ELECTROLYTE SOLUTIONS. R. A. Robinson and R. H. Stokes. Revised edition. (Butter- 
worths, no price yet.) 

ELEMENTS OF SOLID STATE THEORY. G. H. Wannier. (Cambridge University Press, about 
35s.) 

ENDOCRINE CONTROL IN CRUSTACEANS. D. B. Carlisle and Sir Francis Knowles. (Cambridge 
University Press, about 21s.) 

THE EVERLASTING CHILDHOOD. R. P. Menday and John Wiles. (Gollancz, about 16s.). 
Modern child care and the predicament of the backward boy. 

THE FAMILIES OF FLOWERING PLANTS. Vol. I. Dicotyledons. Vol. II. Monocotyledons. 
J. Hutchinson. 2nd edition. (Oxford University Press, 147s.) 

FAMOUS BOMBERS OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR. William Green. (Macdonald, 21s.) 

FROM APE TO ANGEL. H. R. Hays. (Methuen, 36s.). History of social anthropology. 

A GUIDE TO OCEAN NAVIGATION. Capt. Frank Knight. (Macmillan, about 18s.) 

FLOWER GROWING FOR SHOWS. E. R. Janes. (Penguin, 3s.6d.) 

ION EXCHANGE (A LABORATORY MANUAL). D. K. Hale and J. E. Salmon. (Butterworths, 
no price yet.) 

THE HISTORY OF THE CONCRETE ROOFING TILE IN GERMANY. Its Development and Origin. 
Charles C. Dobson. With technical notes by F. L. Brady. (Batsford, 12s.6d.) 

fHE MAST CELLS. James F. Riley. (Livingstone, no price yet.) 

NO MIRACLES AMONG FRIENDS. Sir Heneage Ogilvie. (Parrish, 16s.). An eminent surgeon 
sums up his life’s experience. 

OEDIPUS AND JOB IN WEST AFRICAN RELIGION. Meyer Fortes. (Cambridge University Press, 
about 10s. 6d.). Anthropology. 

ORTHOPAEDIC NURSING. Mary Powell. 3rd edition. (Livingstone, 27s.6d.) 

PHYSICS AND PHILOSOPHY. Werner Heisenberg. (Allen & Unwin, about 16s.) 

PRACTICAL ANIMAL ECOLOGY. W. H. Dowdeswell. (Methuen, 30s.). 

PRINCIPLES OF TRANSISTOR CIRCUITS. Introduction to the Design of Amplifiers, Receivers, 
and other Circuits. S. W. Amos. (Jliffe, 21s.) 

RELATIVITY FOR THE LAYMAN J. A. Coleman. (Penguin, 3s. 6d.) 

ROCK GARDENS. G. E. B. Anderson. (Penguin, 6s.) 

SECOND CONFERENCE ON THE COORDINATION OF GALACTIC RESEARCH. A. Blaauw and 
others. (Cambridge University Press, about 17s. 6d.). International Astronomical Union 
Symposium 7. 

SHAKESPEARE AND MEDICINE. Robert R. Simpson. (Livingstone, no price yet.) 

THE THIRTEEN STEPS TO THE ATOM. Charles-Noél Martin. (Harrap, no price yet). Mainly 
a book of ultra-microscopic photographs. 

TRANS URANIUM ELEMENTS. G. T. Seaborg. (Methuen, about 80s.) 

TREATMENT OF LUNG CAVITIES AND ENDOBRONCHIAL TUBERCULOSIS. Beryl E. Barsby. 
(Livingstone, no price yet.) 


Fine Arts Recreation 

ANIMALS IN ART. Marcel Brion. (Harrap, 60s.) 

THE COMPLETE AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHER. Dick Boer. Edited by A. L. M. Sowerby. 3rd 
edition. (Jliffe, 25s.) 

CONCRETE: THE VISION OF A NEW ARCHITECTURE. Peter Collins. (Faber, 63s.). 

THE CONURBATIONS OF GREAT BRITAIN. T. W. Freeman. (Manchester University Press, 
about 37s. 6d.). Development of Britain’s major centres of population. 

GLORY OF SAIL. Text by William Smart. Photographs by Bekens. (Arie/ Press, about 45s.) 

HENRY PURCELL 1659-1695. Essays on His Music. Edited by Imogen Holst. (Oxford 
University Press, 18s.) 

MAN AND ART. C. A. Burland. (Studio, about 35s.). Traces the fundamental unity of 
mankind as expressed in art. 

THE POTTERY BOOK. Jess and Denys Val Baker. (Cassell, about 15s.). Processes and 
equipment described for those starting a pottery. 

THE PROUD possessors. Aline B. Saarinen. (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 42s.). The men and 
women who created the great American art collections. 


Literature and Language 

ANTHONY TROLLOPE. Bradford A. Booth. (Hulton, 30s.). A critical study by an American 
professor. 

CELESTINA. The Tragi-Comedy of Calisto and Melibea. Attributed to Fernando de Rojas. 
(Dent, 10s. 6d.). Spanish drama. 


THE CiD. (El Poema del Mio Cid). A verse translation by W. S. Merwin. (Dent, 15s.). 
National epic of Spain written about 1140. 

CRIME IN GOOD COMPANY: Essays on criminals and crime-writing collected on behalf of 
the Crime Writers’ Association. Michael Gilbert. (Constable, about 18s.) 

DONNE AND THE DRURYS. R. C. Bald. (Cambridge University Press, about 30s.). From 
1610 the poet lived in Sir Robert Drury’s house. 

GOETHE’S MAJOR PLAYS. R. Peacock. (Manchester University Press, about 18s.) 

HENRY VI. Parts I, I] and III. William Shakespeare. Edited by G. B. Harrison. (Penguin, 5s.) 

LANGLAND: PIERS THE PLOUGHMAN. Translated by J. F. Goodridge. (Penguin, 3s. 6d.) 

MYTHOLOGIES. W. B. Yeats. (Macmillan, about 30s.). Irish stories of the supernatural. 

THE NOVELS OF GEORGE ELIOT. A Study in Form. Barbara Hardy. (Athlone Press, about 
25s.) 

THE ODYSSEY : A MODERN SEQUEL. Poetry. Nikos Kazantzakis. (Secker & Warburg, 50s.) 

POSSIBLE LAUGHTER. Poetry. James Michie. (Hart-Davis, 9s. 6d.) 

RUNES: AN INTRODUCTION. R. W. V. Elliott. (Manchester University Press, about 30s.) 

SIGHTS AND SPECTACLES 1937-1958. Mary McCarthy. (Heinemann, no price yet). Essays 
in dramatic criticism. 

THE WORLD OF POETRY. Poets and Critics on the Art and Function of Poetry. Edited by 
Clive Sansom. (Phoenix House, 25s.) 

THE WRITERS’ AND ARTISTS’ YEAR BOOK 1959. (A. & C. Black, 9s. 6d.) 


History and Biography 

THE ART OF LIVING. Four Eighteenth Century Characters: Hume, Walpole, Burke, 
Franklin. F. L. Lucas. (Cassell, 25s.) 

ASIA THROUGH ASIAN EYES. Compiled by Baldoon Dhingra. (Thames & Hudson, 25s.) 

BRITAIN AND THE ARABS: A Study of Fifty Years, 1908-1958. Lt.-Gen. Sir John Bagot 
Glubb. (Hodder & Stoughton, 30s.) 

COLLECTED LETTERS OF SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE 1807-1819. Vols. III and IV. Edited 
by Earl Leslie Griggs. (Oxford University Press, 105s.) 

COME NORTH WITH ME. Bernt Balchen. (Hodder & Stoughton, 21s.). Autobiography of the 
Norwegian-born pilot who was the first to fly across both Poles. 

CRAFTSMAN AND QUAKER. The Story of James T. Baily, 1876-1957. Leslie Baily. (Allen 
& Unwin, about 18s.) 

DAILY LIFE IN THE TIME OF HOMER. Emile Mireaux. (Allen & Uhwin, about 25s.) 

THE DREAM OF ARCADIA. American Writers and Artists in Italy, 1760-1915. Van Wyck 
Brooks. (Dent, 25s.) 

KENNETH GRAHAME. Peter Green. (Murray, 30s.). Biography of the children’s author 
(1859-1932). 

LIFE OF WILLIAM LYON MACKENZIE KING. Vol. I. R. MacGregor Dawson. (Methuen, 84s.). 
Canadian Statesman 1874-1950. 

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL. Robert Rhodes James. (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 36s.) 

THE LORDS OF COBHAM HALL. Esmé Wingfield-Stratford. (Cassell, about 50s.). History of 
the Kentish seat of the Earls of Darnley and its masters. 

Louis xv. W. H. Lewis. (Deutsch, about 18s.) 

THE MARCH OF CONQUEST. Telford Taylor. (Hulton, 45s.). An American general examines 
the remarkable German victories of 1940. 

THE MEMOIRS OF CASANOVA. Vol. 2. To Paris and Vienna. (Elek, 39s.) 

NAPOLEON’S RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN. Count Philippe-Paul de Segur. (M. Joseph, 21s.) 

THE ONLY ENEMY. Brigadier Sir John G. Smyth. (Hutchinson, 25s.). Military memoirs. 

OUR FRIEND JAMES JOYCE. Mary and Padraic Colum. (Gollancz, about 15s.) 

THE OXFORD HISTORY OF ENGLAND. Vol. V. The 14th Century 1307-99. May McKisack. 
(Oxford University Press, 30s.) 

THE RAPE OF EUROPE. Luis Diez del Corral. (Allen & Unwin, about 25s.). Examines the 
characteristics of European civilisations and how their development by non-Europeans 
influences Europe’s destiny. 

SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY. The Life and Testament of Jim Elliott. Elisabeth Elliott. 
(Hodder & Stoughton, 16s.). Modern missionary to the Aucas of Ecuador. 

SHORT HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE EAST. George E. Kirk. Sth edition. (Methuen, 25s.) 

A SHORTENED HISTORY OF ENGLAND. G. M. Trevelyan. (Penguin, 7s. 6d.) 

SMOLENSK UNDER SOVIET RULE. Merie Fainsod. (Macmillan, about 50s.) 

so a A STREAM. E. M. Almedingen. (Hutchinson, 21s.). Biography of Russian emperor 
Paul I. 

SPANISH TOWN PAPERS. E. Arnot Robertson. (Cresset Press, about 21s.). Recently 
discovered papers from ships in the Caribbean during the American Civil War. 





THE SPRINGING TIGER. A Study of a Revolutionary. Hugh Toye. (Cassell, 25s.). The 
Indian Nationalist leader, Subhas Chandra Bose. 

THE STRANGE DEATH OF LORD CASTLEREAGH. H. Montgomery Hyde. (Heinemann, 18s.). 
New light on the suicide of this eminent British statesman (1769-1822). 

THAT REMINDS ME. Lord Russell of Liverpool. (Cassell, 25s.). Reminiscences and reflec- 
tions of a well-known legal personality. 

TURKISH NATIONALISM AND WESTERN CIVILISATION. Selected Essays of Ziya Gékalp. 
Edited by Niyazi Berkes. (Allen & Unwin, about 30s.) 

WHO'S WHO 1959. (A. & C. Black, 120s.) 


Geography Travel Description 

AUSTRIA. Sacheverell Sitwell and Toni Schneiders. (Thames & Hudson, 50s.) 

THE BLACK PANTHER OF SIVANIPALLI and other adventures of the Indian Jungle. Kenneth 
Anderson. (Allen & Unwin, about 18s.) 

CAMBRIDGE AND ITS COLLEGES. Revised edition by Edmund Vale. (Methuen, 15s.) 

IcARUS. A Young Man in the Sahara. Axel Jensen. (Allen & Unwin, about 15s.) 

MEN AGAINST THE SUN. Alastair Scobie. (Cassell, 21s.). A travel book covering South 
Africa, Rhodesia, Kenya and Mauritius. 

ONCE IS ENOUGH. Miles Smeeton. (Hart- Davis, 18s.). Sailing round South America. 

THE PAST PRESENT: A Year in Afghanistan. Edward Hunter. (Hodder & Stoughton, 18s.) 

TEARS OF Isis. Richard Carrington. (Chatto & Windus, 2\1s.). A journey down the Nile. 

YUCATAN ADVENTURE. Leonard Clark. (Hutchinson, 21s.). In ancient Mayan territory. 


Fiction 

ALIEN THERE IS NONE. J. Rana. (Hodder & Stoughton, 15s.) 

CITY OF LIBERTINES. W. G. Hardy. (//einemann, 18s.) 

THE DARKEST BOUGH. Anne Chamberlain. (Hart-Davis, 13s. 6d.) 

THE DAY THEY ROBBED THE BANK OF ENGLAND. John Brophy. (Chatto & Windus, 15s.) 

THE ENGLISHMEN. Laurence Lerner. (Hamish Hamilton, 15s.) 

THE FAUN ENDURES. Mario Prodan. (Hutchinson, 13s. 6d.) 

THE FOLLOWING SEASONS. Donald Ford. (Bodley Head, 15s.) 

GIFT FROM HEAVEN. Eunice Buckley. (Hodder & Stoughton, 15s.) 

THE GREEN CRAVAT. Stella Jackson Galvin. (Hodder & Stoughton, 18s.) 

JUNGLE HARVEST. Peter Towry. (Hutchinson, 13s. 6d.) 

LAWYER’S FOLLY. Audrey Hulme. (M. Joseph, 13s. 6d.) 

A LITTLE MORE TIME AND OTHER STORIES. Jean Boyley. (Constable, about 16s.). 

LOVE AFFAIR. Robert Carson. (Heinemann, no price yet.) 

MAN OF MONTMARTRE. Stephen Longstreet. (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 16s.) 

THE MAN WHO WROTE DETECTIVE STORIES and three other long stories. J. I. M. Stewart 
(Michael Innes). (Gollancz, 13s. 6d.) 

MORNING IN QUEENSLAND. Margaret Trist. (W. H. Allen, 15s.) 

MOSES, PRINCE OF EGYPT. Howard Fast. (Methuen, 16s.) 

NABOKOV’S DOZEN. Vladimir Nabokov. (Heinemann, 15s.) 

OLGA. John Cornish. (Deutsch, about 11s. 6d.) 

ONE CAN PLAY. Elizabeth Avery. (M. Joseph, 13s. 6d.) 

THE PALACE GUARD. Donald Braider. (Secker & Warburg, 18s.) 

PATROL TO BENGHAZI. Gordon Landsborough. (Cassell, 13s. 6d.) 

THE POORHOUSE FAIR. John Updike. (Gollancz, about 12s. 6d.) 

THE SEED. Pierre Gascar. (Deutsch, about 13s. 6d.) 

THE SERPENT AND THE STAFF. Frank Yerby. (Heinemann, no price yet) 

SETTLED OUT OF CoURT. Henry Cecil. (M. Joseph, 13s. 6d.) 

THE SIGN OF TAURUS. William Fifield. (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 18s.) 

THE STEEL COCOON. Bentz Plagemann. (Secker & Warburg, 15s.) 

THE STONE PIGEON. Leslie Bright. (M. Joseph, 13s. 6d.) 

THE TORRENTS OF SPRING. Ivan Turgenev. (Hamish Hamilton, 15s.) 

THE TOURNAMENT. Peter Vansittart. (Bodley Head, 15s.) 

A TRAVELLING WOMAN. John Wain. (Macmillan, about 15s.) 

THE TRAVELS OF JAIMIE MCPHEETERS. Robert Lewis Taylor. (Macdonald, no price yet.) 

THE TRUE voice. Gerda Charles. (Eyre & Spottiswoode, 18s.) 

THE UNKIND LIGHT. Charles Elliott. (Hamish Hamilton, 13s. 6d.) 

VARIETY SHOW. Geraldine Cummins. (Barrie, 13s. 6d.) 

THE victors. Susan Gillespie. (Biles, 16s.) 

WE JOINED THE NAVY. John Winton. (M. Joseph, 13s. 6d.) 

YOUNG MAN’S FANCIES. R. H. Mottram. (Hutchinson, 13s. 6d.) 























personal knowledge, for the author was closely connected by family and as an actor 
with the company. We have, therefore, a factual, critical and perhaps sometimes 
biased review of an enterprising and far-reaching theatrical event. The book is mainly 
concerned with the early years and foundation of the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, paying 
great tribute to the dramatists and actors who became some of Ireland’s most valuable 
‘exports’, and to Annie Elizabeth Horniman, the Manchester woman who built and 
equipped the theatre in 1904. A final chapter sums up ‘past, present and future’. 
Biographies are included of the main founders of the company, the first dramatists, 
and the principal actors and actresses. A play list gives details of all productions from 
May, 1899 until May, 1958. (79209415) 


Ballet 
RED CURTAIN UP. Beryl Grey. Secker & Warburg, 30s. 1958. 25 cm. 
96 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
This is a diary of a month at the end of 1957 spent in Moscow, Kiev, Tiflis and 
Leningrad by the first English ballerina to dance with the Soviet ballet. Miss Grey 
writes as she speaks, simply and directly, and the intrinsic interest of her narrative is 
reinforced by the impression it gives of her marked professional integrity. She des- 
cribes in some detail the various versions of Giselle and Swan Lake in which she danced 
with Yuri Kondratov, and concludes a careful account of all she saw of contemporary 
Russian methods of training, production and performance with some impressions of 
leading dancers. Most of the illustrations are action photographs taken by her husband. 
(792°8) 
THE BALLET ANNUAL, 1959. A Record and Year Book of the Ballet. 
Edited by Arnold L. Haskell. 13th issue. Black, 25s. 1958. 25-5 cm. 146 pages. 
Illustrations. Index. 


An interesting and rather more varied volume than its predecessors. Besides the 


customary review of the year ('57-8) in London, and accounts of ballet in Paris, Italy, 
Denmark, Russia, Canada and the U.S.A., there is a group of articles on the work of 
several English ballet-masters overseas, and a most useful background picture of the 
various organisations of dance teachers in Great Britain. A symposium from critics, 
choreographers and producers in Great Britain on the subject matter of ballet indi- 
cates, though fragmentary and tentative, some welcome stirrings of critical thinking 
on the first principles of the art. There are as usual obituaries and checklists of com- 
panies and ballets seen in London, but—for the first time—no book reviews. The 
photographs have been chosen more for illustrative than pictorial qualities. 
(792-8058) 
The Cinema 
THE COMPLETE TECHNIQUE OF MAKING FILMS. Pierre Monier. 
Translated and adapted from the French by Gerald R. Sharp. Additional material 
on special effects by Julian Caunter. Focal Press, 30s. 1958. 22 cm. 300 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
This detailed guide is addressed to the amateur film-maker. It explains the general 
principles underlying sub-standard motion picture equipment and its use (cameras, 
films, colour, exposure meters, filters, lighting indoors and out, etc.) on both simple 
and more advanced levels (including, for example, sections on high-speed filming, 
wide-screen and under-water photography). It has chapters on trick work, editing 
projection and the addition of sound. It is both a thorough and a practical book, 
clearly illustrated with exceptionally well-drawn diagrams and line-drawings. (792-93) 


43 








FILM TECHNIQUE AND FILM ACTING. V. L. Pudovkin. Translated 
from the Russian and edited by Ivor Montagu. Memorial edition with Portrait, 
Memoir and a revised and completed record of the author’s film work. Vision 
Press, $08. 1958. 19 cm. 388 pages. Illustrations. 

The art and technique of the film was illuminated alike for the film-maker and the 

student of the cinema when the late V. I. Pudovkin, one of the pioneers of the Soviet 

film, first published (in English translation by Ivor Montagu) Pudovkin on Film 

Technique in 1929 and Film Acting in 1937. These basic studies in film aesthetics and 

practice have since passed through a number of editions, adding further material 

during the passage. They are now reissued, together with an enthusiastic and percep- 
tive introduction by Ivor Montagu, who was a friend of Pudovkin, in a single 
memorial volume. This is now the only edition in which they can be obtained in 


English. (792°93) 


INTERNATIONAL FILM ANNUAL. No. 2. Edited by William 
Whitebait. Calder, 25s. 1958. 24 cm. 182 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). 
No. 2 of this new annual series is made up of short essays and reviews by critics from 
Britain, France and America (covering the more notable films of 1957-58, especially 
those which have appeared in the European festivals) and studies by film-makers such 
as Satyajit Ray, Jean Renoir, Carl Foreman, Paul Rotha and Harry Watt. Graham 
Greene comments on his relations as a writer with the cinema. The main emphasis of 
this volume is on changing conditions in the chief film-making countries—with essays 
for example, on the development of realism in the cinema (Penelope Houston and 
Satyajit Ray), on the position of the film-maker in the Communist countries (Louis 
Marcorelles) and the difficult situation of the serious independent artist (Lindsay 
Anderson). (79293058) 


Sports and Games 
THE MOUNTAIN WORLD 1958/59. English version edited by 
Malcolm Barnes. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1958. 24-5 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations. Maps. 
This year’s issue, which will be welcomed with open arms by every mountaineer and 
mountain lover, covers recent expeditions in the Himalayas and Karakorum, the 
Rockies, and the Andes by climbers of various nationalities. There are valuable papers, 
too, on the Mont Blanc and Eiger tragedies. The 68 pages of photographs, which 
include double-spreads and fold-outs, are beyond compare, and the whole superb 
production, which is incredibly low-priced, is a credit to its sponsoring authority, the 
Swiss Foundation for Alpine Research, and to its Swiss printers. (796-52) 


TRIBUTE BY TROPHY. Rex Hays. MacGibbon & Kee, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 
166 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
This is an unusual approach to a familiar but ever fresh subject. It deals with racing 
cars, designers and racing drivers, and with the exciting incidents, sometimes tragic, 
in their lives. It is written, however, from the standpoint of a master model-maker to 
whom the story and atmosphere of his originals are as important as technical accuracy. 
To the informed, the chapter headings tell their own story—Laurence Pomeroy; 
Peter Henderson; the E.R.A.; Brooklands; Bentley, Jaguar, Vanwall and more beside. 
This is an exciting book, full of incident, craftsmanship, past and present racing 
personalities and their cars. Admirably illustrated with photographs and drawings, it 
will appeal to all lovers of motor sport. (796-72) 
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THE SKI RUNS OF AUSTRIA. James Riddell, assisted by Jeannette 
Oddie. Michael Joseph, 35s. 1958. 23 cm. 262 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Index. 
This excellent companion volume to the same author’s The Ski Runs of Switzerland 
contains all the statistical and practical information needed by prospective skiers— 
details of accommodation, ski lifts, the various available runs, the ski touring possi- 
bilities, the altitude figures (in both metres and feet), and the views. It is full of advice 
for every type of skier and can be thoroughly recommended to those who like 
planning their holiday in advance. The photographs, from various sources, are superb 


and well produced. (796-93) 


A CLEAR WATER STREAM. Henry Williamson. Faber, 15s. 1958. 
20°5 cm. 230 pages. 

When the author of Tarka the Otter and Salar the Salmon rented a country cottage, the 
clear trout stream beside it reminded him of the summer joys of his boyhood. This is 
the story of how he set about restocking his stream, feeding his fish by hand, and even 
in time getting to know their separate personalities. Although the book will appeal 
mainly to fishing enthusiasts, it has that leisurely, ruminative tranquillity and charm 
which the water-world seems to engender in those who write about it, and many 
delightful and characteristic glimpses of birds, otters, and human local inhabitants. 


(799-1) 
LITERATURE 


WRITERS ON WRITING. Selected and introduced by Walter Allen. 
Reprint. Phoenix House, 16s. 1958. 22 cm. 270 pages. Indexes. 
An anthology of the opinions of writers—poets, dramatists and novelists—on the art 
of letters, including its aims and uses, the process of inspiration, and the technical 
problems of creation. Mr. Allen’s range extends roughly from the Elizabethan age to 
the present and includes French and German as well as British authors. What will 
particularly attract the reader is the freshness and unfamiliarity of his choice. There are 
perhaps rather few American writers and D. H. Lawrence seems somewhat meagrely 
represented, but the contributions by de Maupassant and Mauriac are of particular 
interest. (808-08) 


THE CHEQUERED SHADE. Reflections on Obscurity in Poetry. John 
Press. Oxford University Press, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 238 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Many books have been written on the difficulty of modern poetry. Mr. Press’s is 
certainly one of the most helpful, since he declines to consider the problem as speci- 
fically modern, but examines it in the whole context of English poetry, taking 
Shakespeare as a prime example. There are many varieties of obscurity and one 
important merit of Mr. Press’s approach is that he defines obscurity not by generalisa- 
tion but by analysing concrete examples. He insists, however, that poetry must be 
permitted an obscurity not to be found in prose, since by its very nature, it can express 
meanings and overtones beyond the reach of prose. His chapter on “Themes and 
Images’ is the core of the book in relation to modern poetry, though he stops short of 
exploring the image’s function as far as some modern critics have done. An admirably 
lucid book, which shows great felicity of quotation. (808-1) 


American Literature 
ORPHEUS DESCENDING. Tennessee Williams. Secker & Warburg, 


12s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 96 pages. 


This is a play on which the author has worked intermittently for seventeen years. Set 
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in a small Southern town in America, it describes the arrival of a young guitar-player, 
whose essential goodness awakens the capacity for love of some, and the fatally 
destructive jealousy of others. Mr. Williams has evidently reached a point at which all 
human characters are identified with evil, and goodness or innocence cease to be a 
part of the human condition. He is as skilful as ever at making the primitive quality 
of Southern life embody his symbolism, but the total effect is melodramatic rather 
than tragic. (812-5) 


English Literature 
FROM DICKENS TO HARDY. Edited by Boris Ford. Penguin Books, 5s. 
1958. 18 cm. 512 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (The Pelican Guide to 
English Literature. Vol. V1) 
This sixth volume follows the pattern of its predecessors in comprising a collection of 
essays by divers hands on selected authors and subjects in the period dealt with— 
which in the present instance is the main part of the Victorian age. The four sections 
into which the book is divided provide (I) ‘Notes on the Victorian Scene’—political, 
sociological, religious; (II) a brief survey of “The Literary Scene’; (Ill) eighteen essays 
on Dickens, Thackeray and Trollope, Tennyson, Browning, the Brontés, George 
Eliot, Carlyle and Ruskin, Matthew Arnold, G. M. Hopkins, and certain general 
topics; (IV) a biographical and bibliographical Appendix. (820-4) 


THE IMAGE OF THE CITY and Other Essays. Charles Williams. Selected 
by Anne Ridler with a critical introduction. Oxford University Press, 25s. 1958. 
22 cm. 272 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. 

Charles Williams was an unconventional author who wrote novels in which magic 

was described in convincing, oddly matter-of-fact terms, poems on the Arthurian 

legends, religious plays, and essays on literature and religion. He was also an editor 
of Gerard Manley Hopkins and a man whose gift for friendship made his influence 
intensely felt in his circle. Miss Ridler has grouped here the dominant themes of his 
criticism, in which, at his best, his literary judgment is reinforced by a transcendental 
awareness. She contributes an excellent memoir of this writer who continues to be 
read more perhaps for his originality than for his literary authority. (820-4) 


English Poetry 
THE OXFORD BOOK OF IRISH VERSE. XVIIth Century—XXth 
Century. Chosen by Donagh MacDonagh and Lennox Robinson. Oxford University 
Press, 21s. 1958. 19 cm. 382 pages. Index. 
For the greater part of Ireland’s history the English language has been thoroughly 
known only to a small minority of the people, and so it is not surprising that very little 
verse of interest was written in it before Swift, and that even then it was mostly com- 
posed until the mid-nineteenth century for an English audience. This is a well- 
balanced anthology, whose main bulk naturally consists of the work of the Irish 
literary movement between the 1880's and 1920's. Several poets are included by reason 
of their birth rather than their inspiration, notably Emily Bronté, Robert Graves and 
Cecil Day Lewis. (821-08) 


THE POEMS AND FABLES OF ROBERT HENRYSON. Edited 
from the earliest manuscripts and printed texts by H. Harvey Wood. 2nd edition, 
revised. Oliver & Boyd, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 352 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. 

Re-issued after twenty-five years, this presentation of the work of the greatest of the 
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Scottish Chaucerians remains a model of thorough and concise scholarship. Henryson 
is probably still most read for his Troilus and Criseyde, but Mr. Harvey Wood, in 
claiming for him the first place among the Scottish makars, contends that his greatest 
work is his re-creation of Aesop’s Moral Fables. The volume includes an expert critical 
discussion of the text, brought up to date for this second edition, an admirably detailed 
commentary, a biographical introduction and a glossary. (821-2) 


THOMAS TRAHERNE. Centuries, Poems and Thanksgivings. Edited by 
H. M. Margoliouth. 2 vols. Oxford University Press, 84s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 340 : 436 
pages. Frontispiece. Indexes. 

Thomas Traherne’s collection of meditations and prayers, to which he gave the name 

of ‘Centuries’, his poems and the psalm-like “Thanksgivings’ have been scrupulously 

edited by Mr. Margoliouth, Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. This is the most com- 
prehensive edition available of the work of this 17th century mystical writer and it is 
especially valuable in that it differentiates between the original versions of the poems 
and the timorous emendations made by the poet’s brother, Philip, where both have 
survived. The introduction gives the provenance of the texts, biographical details and 
a brief appreciation of Traherne as a writer. (821-4) 


POPE AND HUMAN NATURE. Geoffrey Tillotson. Oxford University 
Press, 258. 1958. 22 cm. 286 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Professor Tillotson’s discursive and subtly argued study has as its starting point the 
concept of human nature accepted by the 18th century and expressed in Pope's poetry, 
and he illustrates, with a wealth of quotation, what this concept was and its connec- 
tions with such themes as morality, feeling, truth, judgment, implicit or explicit in the 
poetry. Subsequent chapters, however, are wider in their import than this preliminary 
argument might suggest. He writes instructively and at length on Pope’s language and 
versification, wisely and tolerantly on the vexed question of Pope’s character, and 
instructively again on the 18th century attitude to satire which differed markedly 
from our own. (821-5) 


IN FIRES OF NO RETURN. James Baxter. Oxford University Press, 
12s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 78 pages. 
A New Zealand author, Mr. Baxter is now published in Britain for the first time. 
He is a writer of sharply contrasting moods, who has assimilated several very diverse 
influences—Eliot, Auden and MacNeice for example; but these echoes serve to enrich 
a style which is already strongly formed. This volume consists of short lyrics which 
deal, in vigorous irregular rhythms, with memories of the war, myths and images of 
the Mediterranean, love poems and evocations of the New Zealand scene. Despite an 
occasional clumsiness of expression, this is a poetic voice of power and notable lyrical 
promise. (821-9NZ) 


MODERN VERSE IN ENGLISH. Edited by David Cecil and Allen 
Tate. With critical introductions on British and American poetry and biographical 
notes on the poets included. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 25s. 1958. 19 cm. 688 pages. 
Indexes. 

This anthology sketches a new and very interesting pattern, a combined selection of 

British and American poetry of the first half of the century. The authors are arranged 

in order of their birth and in general the choice both of poets and poems is admirably 

representative and throws plenty of light on the independence and interdependence 
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of the two traditions. A. E. and Sir Herbert Read are notable absentees from the 
British list. Each editor contributes a separate introduction, Lord David Cecil con- 
tending that the poet has not yet emerged from the romantic situation and Mr. Tate 
examining the American aesthetic and its application to poetry. (821-9) 


NEW POEMS 10958. Edited by Bonamy Dobrée, Louis MacNeice and 
Philip Larkin. Michael Joseph, 13s.6d. 1958. 20-5 cm. 124 pages. 
The seventh issue of this annual selection contains the work of seventy poets, mostly 
represented by a single poem each. The standard is high and the anthology’s aim is to 
present over as wide a field as possible the general trend of contemporary poetry rather 
than to call attention to any particular category or movement. The editors have been 
at pains to bring forward new talents and of the poets in their early twenties Noel 
Woodin and A. Madhavan show notable promise, while there are noteworthy contri- 
butions by Edwin Muir, Anthony Thwaite and Ted Hughes. (821-9) 


English Drama 


PREFACES TO SHAKESPEARE. Harley Granville-Barker. 2nd edition. 
2 vols. Batsford, 42s. each. 1958. 22-5 cm. $52 : 458 pages. 
A gifted dramatist, a first-rate literary critic, and a brilliant producer, Granville-Barker 
was the first, and indeed is still the only man who has brought all these talents to bear 
on the study of Shakespeare. His work has been revolutionary in Shakespeare criti- 
cism and his great achievement has been to strip away romantic and histrionic 
accretions and use his great experience of acting and stagecraft to elucidate the 
dramatist’s original intentions. All modern producers are indebted to these prefaces, 
which discuss in minute detail the construction, the characterisation, the speaking of 
the verse and the stage interpretation of selected plays. These two volumes follow the 
American edition and regroup the order in which the prefaces first appeared. 
Volume I contains the preliminary essay which sets out Granville-Barker’s approach 
to Shakespearean production and also a revised and expanded version of the intro- 
ductory section on King Lear. The other prefaces are unchanged. (822-3) 


THREE PLAYS BY JOHN MORTIMER. The Dock Brief: What 
Shall We Tell Caroline?: I Spy. Elek Books, 10s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 158 pages. 
John Mortimer is perhaps this year’s most promising discovery in the English theatre. 
Two of these plays, The Dock Brief and I Spy, were originally written for radio, and 
in them he displays an attractive gift for discerning sympathetic comedy in the lives 
of the unsuccessful. The first is a prolonged téte a téte between an elderly barrister and 
the murderer whom he is defending with monumental incompetence; the second 
concerns a private detective who falls in love with the woman he is shadowing, while 
the third is set in a preparatory school. Slight themes, but each yields its full value and 
the dialogue is highly skilful. (822-9) 


FIVE FINGER EXERCISE. Peter Shaffer. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 1958. 
19 cm. I10 pages. 
This play makes its appeal as a well-constructed piece, written with rare objectivity 
and without a trace of self-pity, a combination which has become astonishingly un- 
fashionable among young English playwrights. The plot portrays the internal stresses 
of a prosperous English family, consisting of a self-made, philistine father, a culture- 
snob of a mother and a teen-age son and daughter engaged in emancipating their 
personalities from parental influence. The young German tutor engaged to relax some 


48 





———— 











—_— - = = 4.8 © 


; = = 


_. oon 2 | 


OL  — SES ee aS 


Se Fe ne 





of these tensions only succeeds in intensifying them to breaking-point. The dialogue 
is brilliant, particularly for the younger parts, though the play is slightly marred by a 
melodramatic denouement. (822-9) 


English Fiction 
THE ENGLISH NOVEL. A Short Critical History. Walter Allen. Reprint. 
Penguin Books, 4s. 1958. 18 cm. 376 pages. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

In this masterly survey of novelists from Richardson to D. H. Lawrence the author 
emphasises the importance of characterisation. Mr. Allen is to be commended for: 
a freshness in treating the classic writers; the attention to the lesser writers; good sense 
displacing critical clichés; the treatment of Sterne, Wuthering Heights, Mr. Polly and 
Ulysses; the approach he suggests to various critically obscured writers, and, finally, 
his easy, lucid literary style. In its combination of considerable scholarship and an 
enthusiasm which infects the reader his book is a rare accomplishment. It was first 
published in 1955. (823-09) 


CHARLES DICKENS: A Critical Introduction. K. J. Fielding. Longmans, 
I§s. 1958. 19 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
A literary biography of Charles Dickens which, by a chronological approach to his 
books, shows the nature of his greatness as a novelist. The circumstances and purposes 
leading Dickens to write each of the fifteen novels from Pickwick Papers (1837) to 
Edwin Drood (1870) are discussed, the characterisation, incidents, plot and structure of 
each examined and their contemporary reception described. A noteworthy feature is 
the cross-comparison of the novels to show Dickens’s purposeful development of his 
technique. All readers will welcome this presentation of Dickens’s achievement and of 
his dynamic genius. (823-8) 


English Essays 
BRIGHT INTERVALS. John D. Sheridan. Dent, 12s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 
206 pages. Illustrations by Paul Noonan. 

In an age that lacks leisure the art of the essay is vanishing fast. It is therefore pleasant 
to read a collection which bears the mark of the true essayist: the gift of investing 
apparently commonplace objects with interest, and conjuring from them an amusing 
and agreeable blend of reflection, speculation and anecdote. Mr. Sheridan—like that 
master of modern essayists, Robert Lynd—is an Irishman; and he ranges with grace 
and wit over a diverting variety of subjects—from changing fashions in moustaches to 
recalcitrant dust-bin lids. (824°9) 


French Literature 

N.R.F. The most significant writings from the Nouvelle Revue Frangaise 1919-1940. 
Edited with an Introduction by Justin O’Brien. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 25s. 1958. 
21 cm. 408 pages. 

The Nouvelle Revue Frangaise, founded in 1909, achieved the most brilliant career of 

any European literary review. At its zenith in the inter-war years it combined the 

strength of a highly authoritative critical organ with the adventurousness of an avant- 

garde magazine. While it always combined poetry, fiction and other prose with 

criticism, Mr. O’Brien has limited this selection to the last. The longer essays are 

impressively represented, notably by Valery’s essay on art, Romains’ on psycho- 

analysis and Riviére’s on literature, but there is an excessive number of shorter notices 
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which do not always do justice to their eminent authors. The translations by different 
hands and the introduction are excellent. (840-8) 


THE PENGUIN BOOK OF FRENCH VERSE. 2. Sixteenth to 
Eighteenth Centuries. Introduced and edited by Geoffrey Brereton. Penguin Books, 
$s. 1958. 18 cm. 368 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 

Here we have represented the French poetry of some 300 years, from poets still 

influenced by medieval tradition to the precursors of 19th century Romanticism. In a 

masterly introduction Dr. Brereton traces the development, and appreciates the aims 

and qualities of the forty-six poets selected, pointing out how and why the English 
reader will find himself on more familiar ground here than among the roth or 
20th century French poets. A welcome inclusion is the section of anonymous popular 
songs and ballads of the period. A prose (but not prosaic) English translation is 
appended to each poem. Biographical details are included in the Table of Contents. 
An invaluable anthology. (841-08) 


THE MISANTHROPE. Comedy in Five Acts, 1666. Moliére. Done into 
English Verse by Richard Wilbur. Faber, 18s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 152 pages. 
[llustrations by Enrico Arno. 

The Misanthrope is one of Moliére’s most original plays, in which he exposes not only 

the self-righteous Alceste, but also the society which the latter condemns. Most 

English translators find Moliére an intractable author to versify and in rendering the 

play into, for the most part, such eminently speakable rhymed couplets, Mr. Wilbur 

has brought off a remarkable feat. There are moments in the shorter exchanges when 
rhyme scarcely seems necessary, but in the set speeches which parody Corneille’s 
tirades he has risen to the occasion most impressively. It is rare indeed that a verse 

translation produces so near a correspondence to an original masterpiece. (842-4) 


SCANDAL AND PARADE. The Theatre of Jean Cocteau. Neal 

Oxenhandler. Constable, 21s. 1958. 20 cm. 294 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. 
In drama, poetry and film alike M. Cocteau has both exploited and been exploited 
by those elements of fashion and dandyism which exercise such power in the arts of 
modern France, and because he is a writer of serious pretensions these distractions have 
made his work hard to assess. This is certainly the most perceptive book yet published 
in English on his achievement. It places M. Cocteau in the literature produced between 
the wars, and it pays especial attention to his imagery, which often supplies the clue 
to his dramatic purposes. It declines a critical summing-up but it offers an extremely 
lucid interpretation of his approach to the theatre, his plays and several of his films. 


(842-9) 


ESSAYS. Michel de Montaigne. Translated from the French with an Introduction 
by J. M. Cohen. Penguin Books, 5s. 1958. 18 cm. 406 pages. Paper covers. (Penguin 
Classics) 

Montaigne (1535-92), believing that ‘each man bears the complete stamp of the human 

condition’, sought in a series of ‘trials’ (essays) to paint his portrait by noting the effect 

upon himself of various subjects and situations: education and friendship, cannibals 
and coaches, repentance and solitude, etc. From the total of 117 essays Mr. Cohen has 
chosen twenty-six (which means some favourites had to be omitted) containing the 
quintessence of Montaigne’s thought, and calculated to encourage closer study of this 
immortal storehouse of wisdom and entertainment. The translation, while lacking the 
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charm of the original, runs easily: it is preceded by a good critical introduction and 
short biography. (844-3) 


Welsh Literature Irish Literature 
BRANWEN, DAUGHTER OF LLYR. A Study of the Irish affinities 
and of the composition of the Second Branch of the Mabinogi. Proinsias Mac Cana. 
University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 15s. 1958. 22 cm. 212 pages. Index. 
It is generally agreed that the Welsh Mabinogi has been influenced by Irish literature 
and tradition but, because much of the evidence is based on inference, opinion as to 
the extent of that influence is far from unanimous. This study of the second of the 
four Branches of the Mabinogi examines Branwen in detail in the light of Irish literature 
—the obvious borrowings, the secondary and less integral elements in the work, its 
structure and composition—and the evidence is presented as fully and fairly as possible 
to enable the reader to reach his own conclusions. It is well planned, stimulatingly 
written and is a very useful contribution to the comparative study of Celtic literature. 
(891-6) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


THE COMING CAESARS. Amaury de Riencourt. Cape, 25s. 1958. 
22-5 cm. 384 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. de Riencourt, author of Roof of the World, fears that nations will tend more and 
more to surrender their freedom, by voluntary action but without full understanding, 
into the hands of a single man. As a Frenchman living in the United States he is 
particularly concerned at the growing concentration of power in the office of the 
President, whose personal influence threatens to extend to the whole of the Western 
world. He develops this original thesis by drawing an ingenious parallel between the 
history of European and American society during the past four hundred years with 
that of ancient Greece and Rome. (909) 


Geography Travel Description 
MY MOTHER TOLD ME. Charles Chenevix Trench. Blackwood, 18s. 
19$8. 22°5 cm. 282 pages. Illustrations by J. S$. Goodall. 

The highly entertaining reminiscences recorded here are not the author’s own, but 
those of his mother, who, as a girl in the first decade of this century, accompanied her 
mother and aunt—usually without any male escort—on a series of protracted travels. 
These included journeying on horseback through China, Mexico and Kashmir; sailing 
in a junk through the Yangtse Gorges with the river in flood; and arriving in San 
Francisco in time for the great earthquake. Quite as invigorating as these unusual 
adventures is the zestfully uninhibited personality of the narrator’s mother—a re- 
doubtable globe-trotter surely unparalleled in pugnacity and resourcefulness. (910) 


A PICTURE HISTORY OF ARCHAEOLOGY. C. W. Ceram. 
Translated from the German by Richard and Clara Winston. Thames & Hudson, 
42s. 1958. 23 cm. 360 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Bibliography. Index. 

In this finely produced volume, the author keeps to much the same ground that he 

covered in his highly successful Gods, Graves and Scholars—Pompeii, Troy and 

Mycenae, Crete, Egypt, Mesopotamia and Mexico. He and his publishers have un- 

earthed numbers of quaint or attractive pictures illustrating 19th century excavations. 

and their results and have mingled them with some fine modern photographs. The 
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colour plates are particularly excellent. The book makes no pretence to be a complete 
history, for it excludes all prehistoric archaeology, and almost all the work of the last 
forty years. But it is delightful to look at, readable—and remarkably good value. (913) 


INNOCENTS IN BRITAIN. Willard Price. Heinemann, 21s. 1958. 
21°5 cm. 294 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour). Maps. Index. 
Whether he is writing about Japan, the Amazon or the South Seas, Willard Price 
combines a boyish freshness and curiosity with the shrewdness of an adult; and now 
he has applied these qualities to Britain. He travelled eight thousand miles in the 
British Isles on foot, by car, in canoe or motor boat or (on one vividly memorable 
occasion in North Wales) by coracle. This will be a useful book for intending visitors 
to Britain, especially the author’s fellow Americans. There are interesting photo- 
graphs. (914:2) 


VISITOR’S LONDON. Harold F. Hutchison. sth edition. London Transport, 
$s. 1958. 17 cm. 154 pages. Illustrations. Index. Paper covers. 
This reference book for the visitor to London is arranged in two sequences listing, 
firstly, places of interest in London and, secondly, places worth seeing in the surround- 
ing countryside. The alphabetical arrangement enables the visitor to locate information 
on any particular subject far more readily than in the usual topographically planned 
guide-book. In a pocket at the end are a brochure ‘How to Get There’ giving details 
of bus routes and Underground stations and a map of the Underground railway 
system. (914-21) 


PARIS. Text by Sven Stolpe. Translated from the German by Peter Gorge. 
Photographs in colour by Kurt Otto-Wasow. Batsford, 27s.6d. 1958. 24°5 cm. 
68 pages. 

This book aims to give a fresh but representative picture of the most characteristic 

scenes and buildings of Paris. All the plates are in colour, the best being those of com- 

paratively subdued lighting, scenes of the river, views looking out over the heights 
of Paris, or the dark glitter of the Champs-Elysées at night. In the architectural photo- 
graphs, good in themselves, the brilliance of the surrounding foliage is sometimes 
distracting. Mr. Stolpe’s introduction takes the form of a brief but well-arranged 
architectural history of Paris, and his notes are accurate and informative. (914-436) 


SMALL BOAT THROUGH HOLLAND. Roger Pilkington. Macmillan, 
21s. 1958. 22 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations by David Knight. Maps. 
This is a companion volume to the author’s much appreciated Small Boat through 
Belgium and, if that were possible, surpasses it in interest. It not only provides the 
intending follower in his wake with all the appropriate practical information, but it 
covers the historical sites and scenes, and the text is leavened with amusing and un- 
expected incidents. The author has much that is new and engrossing to say about the 
flower and cheese industries, and the endless battle of the engineers with the flood 
waters of the North Sea. (914-92) 


MANI. Travels in the Southern Peloponnese. Patrick Leigh-Fermor. Murray, 18s, 
1958. 22 cm. 336 pages. Photographs by Joan Eyres Monsell. Frontispiece by John 
Craxton. Map. Index. 

Mr. Leigh-Fermor won a brilliant reputation as a wartime guerilla leader in Crete and 

later as a travel-writer. But although he has spent many of the past twenty years in 
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Greece, this is his first book about the country. His subject is the southernmost penin- 
sula of the Peloponnese, among the wildest and most inaccessible districts of the main- 
land, whose inhabitants claim descent from the ancient Spartans and who preserved 
their independence even under the Turkish domination of Greece. As in his other 
books, Mr. Leigh-Fermor shows himself a superb word-painter and an author of 
immensely varied interests. Besides the spectacular Maniot landscape, he writes of its 
legends, traditions and customs and makes these the starting-point for many digressions 
on the history and the art of Greece. Like most good travel-books this one creates a 
world of imagination stretching far beyond its physical boundaries. It is splendidly 
illustrated. (914°95) 


HIGH ROAD TO HUNZA. Barbara Mons. Faber, 18s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 
158 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Index. 
In Hunza, a remote State of Pakistan tucked away in the Himalayas north of Nanga 
Parbat, the author and her husband were the privileged guests of the Mir, and so were 
able to savour to the full the joys of almost the last unspoilt little country in the world. 
The journey from Istanbul, except for one short air-lift, was overland, and from wide 
reading the author knew exactly what to look out for everywhere. Her clever pen 
and excellent photographs bring it all to the reader in a travel book of exceptional 
charm. (915-47) 


THE LOST WORLD OF THE KALAHARI. Laurens van der Post. 
Hogarth Press, 18s. 1958. 20 cm. 256 pages. Map. 
A distinguished South African expatriate describes an expedition he led in Bechuana- 
land to film Bushmen for B.B.C. Television. Despite excessive use of metaphor, he 
writes skilfully enough to create and sustain interest in a basically uneventful story. 
His accounts of the Okovango swamps and Central Kalahari Bushmen are especially 
attractive. Elsewhere he tends to be more obviously the craftsman secking dramatic 
effect, but the introductory chapters on Bushman history and the narrative of the 
expedition’s unhappy excursion to the Tsodilo hills nevertheless make good reading. 
Though of little scientific value, the book does succeed in conveying a vivid 
impression of life on the veld, and should appeal greatly to those who like armchair 
travel. (916-81) 


THE SELECTIVE TRAVELLER IN PORTUGAL. Ann Bridge and 
Susan Lowndes. New and revised edition. Chatto & Windus, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 
304 pages. Illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

Anew edition of this most useful guide-book, first published in 1949, is very welcome. 

Two introductory chapters provide an invaluable account of the historical and social 

background of Portugal. The authors then conduct the intelligent traveller throughout 

the country and imaginatively yet discreetly draw his attention to what is worth 

looking for artistically, architecturally, archaeologically and botanically. There is a 

chapter on Madcira and the Azores and an appendix of useful information. The work 

has been revised to include new material, but some typographical errors are repeated 

and the omission of the excellent maps formerly published is inexcusable. (916-9) 


SCHOOL-HOUSE IN THE ARCTIC. Margery Hinds. Bles, 21s. 1958. 


22 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations. 
The author, an Englishwoman, spent some time teaching in Lapland and subsequently 
moved to the Arctic regions of Canada. This book is a straightforward account of 
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her experiences in Canada and describes her growing knowledge of and affection for 
the Eskimo people, though she is not blind to their faults and shortcomings. Her 
book includes some criticism of the attempts made to impose alien Western ideas 
on the primitive Eskimo, but she notes with approval the recent growth of the 
Eskimo handicraft industry, which will do much to remedy poverty, and the 
extension of health and welfare services. The book is attractively illustrated but it 
would be useful to have a map also. (917-1) 


BRITISH COLUMBIA IN PICTURES. Richard and Lyn Harrington. 
Nelson (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 1958. 26 cm. 174 pages. 

This volume, another of the British Columbia centennial publications, contains 

pictures of British Columbia in all its aspects by the Harringtons, whose work is 

well known. The photographs are contemporary and reflect life, scenery and people 

at the present day. Twenty-one pages of preliminary text give very briefly something 

of the geography and history of the province. (917-11) 


THE SUGAR ISLANDS. A Collection of Pieces written about the West 
Indies between 1928 and 1953. Alec Waugh. Cassell, 21s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 320 pages. 
Map. Bibliography. 

Mr. Waugh has been visiting the West Indies off and on for over thirty years and 

here he gathers up the harvest of his many travel essays. The whole point of a travel 

book, he argues, is that it should be dated, and this selection clearly illustrates the 
sweeping changes which have taken place in his lifetime. Some of the chapters are 
devoted to the islands’ history, others to the author’s impressions of contemporary 
life. His prose does not possess the stylistic brilliance or the range of interests of Mr. 
Leigh Fermor’s West Indian books, but it offers a very readable, if somewhat old- 
fashioned description of a peculiarly fascinating region. (917-29) 


WITH GRACIELA TO THE HEAD-HUNTERS. Alfred Boeldeke. 
Translated from the German by Louis Hagen. Barrie, 21s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 176 pages. 
Illustrations. Map. 

The fascination of an early acquaintance with South America impelled the author, a 

self-styled ‘eternal vagabond of the jungle’, to conduct his wife and five-year-old 

child on a hazardous four-year-long journey through Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Peru and Brazil. This is an unpretentious account of their adventurous travel by 

caravan through the Andes and by balsa-log raft, dugout or motor-boat on the 

Amazon, Orinoco and their tributaries, where they met and lived with many riverine 

tribes, including the head-shrinking Jivaros, observed their rituals, took photographs 

and collected examples of Indian craftmanship for later exhibition. (918) 


THE RUSSIANS IN THE ARCTIC. Aspects of Soviet Exploration 
and Exploitation of the Far North, 1937-57. Terence Armstrong. Methuen, 22s.6d. 
1958. 20°5 cm. 182 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Terence Armstrong is the Assistant Director of Research at the Scott Polar 

Research Station. His book is based on published Russian sources and is notable for 

the way in which he portrays some of the drama and humour as well as the scientific 

observations of exploration in Arctic areas. With the help of maps and pictures he 
presents a fascinating account of exploits which include the drift of the Sedov in 

1937-40, the voyage of the German raider Komet in 1940, the discovery of an almost 
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complete skeleton of a Siberian mammoth in Taymyr in 1948 and the development 
of the economic resources of the far north. (919°8) 


Biography 
VISCOUNT ADDISON: LEADER OF THE LORDS. R. J. Minney. 
Odhams Press, 25s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

Christopher Addison (1869-1951) had a distinguished medical career before entering 
Parliament in 1910 as a Liberal member, and appropriately became in due course 
Minister of Health and Chairman of the Medical Research Council; his work in 
connection with national insurance and housing was of particular importance. After 
the Second World War, as a Labour peer, he was instrumental in securing the 
passage of his party’s measures through the House of Lords. This popular account of 
his life and friendships, written in an easy, conversational style, is by the author of 
Clive of India, Viscount Southwood and other works. (92) 


THE GREAT FAIR. Scenes from My Childhood. Sholom Aleichem. 
Translated from the Yiddish by Tamara Kahana. Vision Press, 25s. 1958. 21 cm. 
316 pages. Portrait of the author by Marc Chagall. 

The author was a well known Yiddish writer born nearly a century ago who 

emigrated to America and died there in 1916. Here he recalls his childhood and 

adolescence spent in the small towns and villages of the Ukraine between Kiev and 

Kharkhov, the only part of his autobiography which he lived to complete. He succeeds 

in recapturing the hunger for experience and the wonder of his carly years, marred 

by the tragic death of his mother from cholera. His narrative is curiously timeless 
but it leaves a brilliant and detailed picture of the traditions, the observances and the 

close-knit quality of Jewish family life. (92) 


MY OWN STORY. Bernard M. Baruch. Odhams Press, 21s. 1958. 23 cm. 
288 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
Writing at the age of eighty-seven Mr. Baruch has much to say which is of general 
interest, including his reminiscences of childhood in South Carolina, college days in 
New York in the eighties, and the early successes on the New York Stock Exchange 
which made him a millionaire by the age of thirty-five. The public aspects of his 
later career as financier and government adviser are well known, and his own 
comments on his investment philosophy and on his contacts with Wall Street 
personalities, successive American Presidents, American and foreign statesmen and 
others are all the more welcome. (92) 


BORSTAL BOY. Brendan Behan. Hutchinson, 16s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 344 pages. 
Frontispiece. 
Connected almost from infancy with the Irish Republican Army, the author was 
arrested at the age of sixteen in Liverpool for possession of explosives and sentenced 
to three years’ detention at a Borstal institution. In this high-spirited autobiographical 
fragment, heavily flavoured with obscenities, he describes his stay there. The book 
begins brilliantly and it contains several memorable portraits both of prison staff and 
inmates, some engaging, some repellent. Nevertheless it might have provided a far 
more perceptive account of Borstal life but for the author’s obsession with his own 
predicament; it is also decidedly too long. (92) 


55 








SVETLANA BERIOSOVA. A Biography. A. H. Franks. Burke, 25s. 
1958. 25°5 cm. 144 pages. Illustrations. 
The editor of The Dancing Times, believing that Beriosova, twenty-six-year-old 
Lithuanian-born ballerina, ranks assuredly among the very greatest of her profession, 
here puts carefully on record her youthful career. He has analysed diligently in- 
numerable press cuttings describing her with the Metropolitan Ballet and the two 
companies of the Royal Ballet, and amplifies them with photographs and im- 
pressions of her personality from many sources. He is well worth reading on the 
qualities of the true ballerina, and—among much else—has illuminating comments 
to make on the sources and achievement of Beriosova’s uniquely beautiful classical 
style. (92) 


NURSE’S STORY. Jill Brown. Elek, 15s. 1958. 22 cm. 208 pages. 

As a girl of seventeen the author volunteered for work in a transit camp near 
Marseilles, which arranged for the transport of Jewish emigrants to Israel; and it was 
this experience which enabled her to discover her true vocation. This book tells the 
story of her years as a nurse at a London hospital: of lectures and examinations, the 
escapades of her fellow-nurses, hospital personalities, and the antics of peculiar 
patients. The author writes with candour, genuine satisfaction in her work, and a 
sense of humour which enlivens the most daunting episodes. (92) 
JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN: His Life and Times. Leslie Hale. Cape, 25s. 

1958. 22°5 cm. 288 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

Mr. Hale did well to select as his hero so curious and noteworthy a personality as this 
Irishman, who won for himself a great reputation among his contemporaries in 
Ireland and England as the greatest advocate of his day (some would say of all time), 
a superlative wit, and a considerable versifier. Curran (1750-1817) did his serious 
work in the law courts, and the accounts of his methods in some outstanding Irish 
political cases are the most readable parts of this study. But Curran presents some 
interesting psychological problems which his biographer treats with sympathetic 
insight, while he has mastered the greatest problem of all, that of writing wittily of 
a man who had no rival among the wits of his day. (92) 


SIR CHARLES DILKE. A Victorian Tragedy. Roy Jenkins. Collins, 25s. 
1958. 21-5 cm. 448 pages. Illustrations. References. Index. 
Sir Charles Dilke (1843-1911), 2nd Bart., entered Parliament in 1868 and rose to 
high political distinction, joining the Cabinet in 1882 as President of the Local 
Government Board; but for his later involvement in divorce proceedings he might 
conceivably have succeeded Gladstone as leader of the Liberal Party. This biography 
is a readable and sympathetic account of his public and private life and of his friend- 
ship with Joseph Chamberlain, John Stuart Mill, Cardinal Manning and other 
eminent people. Mr. Jenkins, a Labour Member of Parliament, has drawn extensively 
upon the Dilke Papers in the British Museum. (92) 


LAND WITHOUT JUSTICE. An Autobiography of his Youth by 
Milovan Djilas, with an introduction and notes by William Jovanovich. Methuen, 
258. 1958. 22 cm. 314 pages. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

A remarkable and beautiful book. This is not (or only in places) Djilas the Communist 

rebel against Belgrade and Moscow alike. It is a recollection of the Montenegro of his 

childhood and youth from a few years before the First World War to the institution 
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of King Alexander's dictatorship (1929-34). With a poet's feeling and a sociologist’s 
penetration he explains the decay and collapse of the old heroic, barbaric principality 
under pressure of modern conditions and the stresses of modern war, and the social 
disintegration following its absorption into post-1918 Yugoslavia. Both individuals 
and the country are vividly described and we see already in Diilas the boy, the 
unsatisfiable idealist of later days. (92) 


ADELINE GENEE. A Lifetime of Ballet under Six Reigns. Based on the 
personal reminiscences of Dame Adeline Genée-Isitt, D.B.E. Ivor Guest. Black, 30s. 
1958. 23°5 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

Genée was rigorously trained by her uncle in the Danish style derived from the 18th 

century French masters. She danced in Europe, America and Australia, but she made 

England her second home, where she stood, in virtual isolation, for the wit, 

joyousness, technical accomplishment and purity of her art. After her retirement 

from the stage, as first President of what is now the Royal Academy of Dancing, she 
worked tirelessly and effectively to establish English dance teaching on sound lines. 

Using her own reminiscences, written and spoken, her press-cuttings, and documenta- 

tion from dance-collections in Europe and America, Ivor Guest has produced an 

important narrative—the definitive biography of a great dancer, a most charming 

person, and a key figure in the dance history of her age. (92) 


MADAME DE GENLIS. A Biography. Violet Wyndham. Deutsch, 253. 
1958. 21-5 cm. 304 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This is surprisingly the first English biography of one of the most remarkable women 
of that generation which links the ancient régime, the Napoleonic wars and the 
Bourbon restoration. Its subject, the wife of a French nobleman, was a notable beauty, 
the secret mistress of the Duc d’Orleans, Philippe Egalité, a successful author of 
fiction and essays and a brilliant social figure. Miss Wyndham has brought together 
a great deal of interesting material and her biography is well organised, but its style 
is somewhat too bald and lacks the psychological insight to do full justice to a 
character of such exceptional fascination. (92) 


KING GEORGE VI: HIS LIFE AND REIGN. John W. Wheeler-Bennett. 
Macmillan, 60s. 1958. 23 cm. 906 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Wheeler-Bennett’s long book is interesting both as history and as a careful 
psychological study. Historically, he shows how the institution of monarchy, 
personified in a modest, meticulous and courageous man, survived the Abdication 
crisis of 1936, and gained strength from the Second World War and the difficult 
years which followed. George VI was a good man, but there was more to him than 
passive goodness. The way he faced his speech defect and the way he grew, politically 
and in every other sphere, during the arduous years of his reign, show him to have 
been an exceptional person. Mr. Wheeler-Bennett’s book is worthy of its subject. 
It is not sensational, but it never flags, and it is extremely well documented. (92) 


MY BROTHER AND I. William George. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 30s. 1958. 
23 cm. 332 pages. 2 portraits. Index. 

This intimate account of David Lloyd George (1863-1945), the famous Liberal 

Prime Minister, describes aspects of his life and personality which were unknown to 

former biographers. Dr. George has drawn upon his recollections from childhood 
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days onwards, and supplements them with numerous extracts from his brother's 
letters and diaries. Besides being a delightful study of Welsh family life, the book has 
thus a historical value in giving Lloyd George’s own candid comments on parlia- 
mentary affairs and on the conduct of the First World War and other major events, 
as well as on some of the notabilities of his time. (92) 


JOHNSON AND BOSWELL. The Story of their Lives. Hesketh Pearson. 
Heinemann, 21s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 398 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Innumerable books have been written about Dr. Johnson, his circle and Boswell, 
but it is rare to find full-scale, detailed, portraits of both men in the same volume. 
Mr. Hesketh Pearson follows Johnson’s development and career to 1763, when 
Boswell first met him, returns to write Boswell’s story up to the same date and 
thereafter deals with them jointly until Johnson’s death in 1784. The closing chapters 
deal with Boswell during the ten years that were then left to him. It is a clear and 
logical plan, which draws mainly on Boswell for the story of Johnson and on 
Boswell’s voluminous writings for Boswell’s own life. Mr. Pearson has, however, 
used much material from other contemporary sources, and this joint study, like his 
many other biographical books, is informative, entertaining and very readable. 


(92) 


THE LETTERS OF JOHN KEATS 1814-1821. Edited by Hyder 
Edward Rollins. 2 vols. Cambridge University Press, 140s. 1958. 23 cm. 454 pages 
each. Illustrations. Map. Indexes. 

‘In addition to many letters from Keats’s relatives and friends’, says the late Professor 

Rollins, a well-known American scholar, ‘the present work includes seven letters or 

other documents signed or written by Keats that appear in no English edition and 

new texts of seven other letters by him . . . all the letters known only in Woodhouse’s 
transcripts and in Jeffrey’s transcripts are here printed for the first time exactly as 

Woodhouse and Jeffrey copied them. This edition, then, will be found to have 

comparatively little resemblance to any of its predecessors, for not only are most of 

the texts based upon independent transcriptions of the originals, but about half the 
notes are new and about sixty of the letters have been redated and rearranged.’ 

There are 320 letters and documents in the book (255 by Keats), compared with the 

274 (244 by Keats) in Maurice Buxton Forman’s famous Oxford edition. It is to be 

hoped that more will be discovered, for Keats’s letters, as T. S. Eliot says, ‘are the 

most notable and most important ever written by any English poet’. (92) 


KITCHENER: Portrait of an Imperialist. Philip Magnus. Murray, 30s. 
1958. 22 cm. 424 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Index. 

Realist and isolationist, Kitchener admitted few distractions in a career dedicated to 
the Empire and the Army. English in origin but Irish by birth (1850), his eccentric 
upbringing had a lasting effect on his life. Thirty years later he began his long and 
dominating association with Egypt and the Sudan. On the outbreak of World War I 
he was appointed Secretary for War, where his temperament and years of despotism 
on the frontiers of empire fitted ill with the policitical atmosphere. Drawing upon 
many unpublished sources, this revealing biography throws new light on his 
antagonism to others, especially Curzon in India. The complexity of Kitchener’s 
character calls for a skilful and delicate study and this the author ably provides. 


(92) 
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THE THUNDERING SCOT. A Portrait of John Knox. Geddes MacGregor. 
Macmillan, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 256 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The author, Professor of Philosophy and Religion in the distinguished American 
university of Bryn Mawr, has written both learned and popular books. This one 
comes betwixt and between. The erudition is great but there are no footnotes. The 
author assumes little knowledge in the reader. He has boldly called imagination to 
the aid of knowledge in this attempt at a sympathetic but veracious life of the virtual 
founder of his church. It is readable and at times exciting, but not too comfortable 
in its middle place between professional history and popular biography. (92) 


T. E. LAWRENCE, or, The Search for the Absolute. Jean Beraud Villars. 
Translated from the French by Peter Dawnay. Sidgwick & Jackson, 30s. 1958. 
22 cm. 370 pages. Maps. Bibliography. 

The march of events in the Arab countries has placed Lawrence’s achievements in a 

different perspective. Although M. Villars finished his book in 1954 before reading 

Richard Aldington’s recent biography, this has done little to outmode his judgments 

while Suez and the Baghdad revolution tend only to confirm them. Little new 

material has been introduced: the impressive quality of the book resides in its estimate 
of what is already familiar, and M. Villars remains remarkably impartial despite 

Lawrence’s pronounced anti-French bias. He does ample justice to Lawrence’s 

military genius and it is only in describing his English background that he sometimes 

goes astray. (92) 


BOO, TO MY FRIENDS. Evelyn Laye. Hurst & Blackett, 15s. 1958. 
22 cm. 180 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour). Index. 
One of the brightest stars in the theatrical firmament during the 1920’s and after here 
tells the story of her life—of her steady rise to the top in popular musicals, of the heady 
years of success, of the nightmare of waning popularity, and of a triumphant come- 
back in another musical in 1954 when, at an age over fifty, she stole the show. She 
writes, too, of her happiness with her second husband, the actor Frank Lawton, with 
whom she toured Australia and New Zealand when work in Britain was scarce. A 
charming personality emerges from these candid reminiscences to win the reader's 
sympathy for one who, always a delightful actress, here shows herself to be a good 
trooper and a valiant fighter. (92) 


CANADA MADE ME. Norman Levine. Putnam, 25s. 1958. 22°5 cm. 
278 pages. 
The record by an expatriate Canadian poet and novelist of a return visit to his native 
country, in which he spent several months crossing from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
coast. Though he records the scenes he visited and the people he met, his descriptions 
deriving largely from the piling up of visual and aural detail, his account is related 
to his own personal experiences and recollections, and he aims also at producing a 
moral and cultural reassessment of his own countrymen. A very personal record 
which will stimulate controversy as to the justice of its view of Canada today. (92) 


GUSTAV MAHLER: The Early Years. Donald Mitchell, Rockliff, 42s. 
1958. 22 cm. 294 pages. Illustrations. Musical examples. Bibliography. Index. 
Based on painstaking research into Mahler’s parentage, childhood and adolescence, 
this is a book of outstanding musical and psychological insight, covering the first 
twenty years of his life, up to 1880. From close study of the composer’s environment 
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in Kaliste (his native village in Bohemia) and later at the Conservatoire in Vienna, 
Mr. Mitchell deduces much that explains Mahler’s hypersensitive, neurotic 
temperament and his later leanings towards a quasi-mystical worship of earth and 
nature, and skilfully relates the composer’s character to his early music. Though some 
works are lost and others fragmentary, a thread of stylistic growth can be discerned, 
and special attention is paid to the evolution of “Das klagende Lied’, an important 
song-cycle. Mr. Mitchell also has much new to say about Mahler’s relations with the 
musicians he met in his youth. No one who wishes to understand Mahler can afford 
to neglect this biography. (92) 


MARLBOROUGH’S DUCHESS. A Study in Worldliness. Louis 
Kronenberger. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 332 pages. Illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The first Duchess of Marlborough usually appears in history books as the guide and 

confidant of Queen Anne from 1702-11. Mr. Kronenberger, however, shows her 

progress from being, at 14, the friend of Princess Anne till she became the grande 
dame and the forceful personality of her time; as a careerist not a courtier she was 
purposefully the consort of a devoted, brilliant husband, John Churchill, later the 
victor of Blenheim (1704) and first Duke of Marlborough. The author, skilfully 
placing this worldly pair in their historical background of party strife, hard-headed 
realists, a corrupt Society and backstair intrigue, has made a clear path through a 
difficult historical period. (92) 


SEVENTY ROLLING YEARS. Sydney O. Nevile. Faber, 25s. 1958. 
22°5 cm. 288 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
It is seventy years since Sir Sydney Nevile entered the brewing industry, and these 
pleasantly-written memoirs record many changes in his own career and in the industry 
itself. Besides rising to the board of directors of Whitbread’s Brewery, Sir Sidney 
has held several important offices, including the Presidency of the Institute of Brewing, 
the Mastership of the Brewers’ Company and the Vice-Presidency of the Council of 
the Federation of British Industries, and has served on government committees. 
Public house design and improvement, hours of opening, and the strange preference 
for ‘perpendicular drinking’ are among the many topics upon which he lightly 
touches. (92) 


RUSSIAN BALLET MASTER. The Memoirs of Marius Petipa. Edited by 
Lillian Moore. Translated from the Russian by Helen Whittaker. Black, 21s. 
1958. 21-5 cm. 120 pages. Illustrations. 

The choreography of the Frenchman Marius Petipa (1819-1910) for the three great 

ballet scores by Tchaikovsky (The Sleeping Beauty, 1890; The Nutcracker, 1892; 

Swan Lake, 1895) has been the greatest single origin of today’s classical style in ballet. 

His memoirs, written in 1905 in grief and indignation, are rather sad reading. They 

tell one disappointingly little about these great works but, avoiding all choreographic 

technicalities, dwell on his recollections of his youth as a dancer in Belgium, France, 

New York and Spain; on his early triumphs in St. Petersburg, whither he was invited 

as premier danseur and ballet master in 1847; and on the opposition and neglect that 

soured his last years of office there and seemed to him to have all but destroyed his 
work. The American translation preserves the accent of an old man talking, and the 

editor’s notes after each chapter identify people, times and places. (92) 
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PICASSO: HIS LIFE AND WORK. Roland Penrose. Gollancz, 25s. 
1958. 22 cm. 392 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Written by one of his staunchest friends and champions this biography of Pablo 
Picasso (born at Malaga, Spain, in 1881) is a closely-woven narrative of the life, work, 
opinions, habits, journeys, etc., of the most famous of 20th century painters. Picasso’s 
career has a breath-taking quality, a compound of explosive energy and constant 
renewal which, in the author’s words, ‘continues to make him the youngest painter 
in the world’. Based on intimate personal acquaintance Mr. Penrose’s story commands 
respect for its factual quality and avoidance of the temptation to ‘over-write’ the 
subject. The illustrations are somewhat meagre and the index is far from complete. 


(92) 


EWALD TRAGY. Rainer Maria Rilke. Translated from the German by 
Lola Gruenthal. Vision Press, 15s. 1958. 19 cm. 104 pages. 
This brief autobiographical sketch presented here both in the German text and in 
translation, is written throughout in the historic present, an awkward device which 
is preserved in the not very idiomatic English version. It throws some light on Rilke’s 
mood and experience as a youth in Prague and Munich, and it may to some extent 
be regarded, as the translator suggests, as a prelude to his chief prose work Malte 
Laurids Brigge. It certainly contains something of the nervous tension of the later 
book, though the setting is more realistic and the theme hardly developed. (92) 


A QUAKER BUSINESS MAN. The Life of Joseph Rowntree, 1836-1925. 
Anne Vernon. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

When Joseph Rowntree joined his brother in the Cocoa, Chocolate and Chicory 

Works in York, in 1869, it employed about a dozen men; by 1923, when he retired, 

the firm had become world-famous, largely owing to his skilful direction, and 

employed over seven thousand. This well-written biography describes his up- 
bringing within a Quaker community and his business and public career, giving due 
attention to the pioneer work towards staff welfare and to the scientific analysis of 
the causes of poverty which are associated with his name. It should interest both the 
general reader and the student of business administration. (92) 


SEAS OF MEMORY. Frank H. Shaw. Oldbourne Press, 16s. 1958. 22 cm. 
248 pages. 

In the annals of schoolboy literature one of the great names is that of Captain Frank H. 
Shaw who, between now and the beginning of the present century, turned out 
seventy long stories of the sea and nearly seven thousand shorter ones. Now nearly 
eighty, he tells in this autobiography of his boyhood in Yorkshire, his early life at 
sea (before the days of sail were over and when shanties were still sung), his activity 
in Fleet Street in the great days of the Harmsworth Press, his return to the sea in 
years of war. There is a fine, vigorous simplicity about it all which is rejuvenating. 


(92) 


SHE HAD A MAGIC. The Story of Mary Slessor. Brian O’Brien. 
Cape, 18s. 1958. 20°5 cm. 256 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Map. 

Mary Slessor (1848-1915) was one of the greatest women of modern times. This 

lively and captivating biography tells the story of a nervous Scottish girl from a 

poor home who joined the Scottish mission at Calabar, Nigeria, and with matchless 
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courage entered the interior, lived among cannibals, attacked witchcraft, the murder 
of twins, trial by ordeal and other unspeakable evils. Nothing could quench her 
determination to bring to the people she loved the truth and comfort of the Christian 
Faith and, as these pages show, she spent herself day by day in nursing the sick, 
settling feuds, and building up a Christian community. (92) 


TALLEYRAND. Duff Cooper. Reprint. Arrow Books (Hutchinson), 5s. 1958. 
18 cm. 336 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 
Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord (1754-1838), the famous French statesman 
of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic era, became the ablest diplomatist and the 
most penetrating political influence in Europe. Duff Cooper gives a masterly portrait 
of this worldly cleric, an unruffled political realist of almost uncanny prescience, 
whose elegant private life with its many amours never clouded his constant aim of 
stability in France and in the peace of Europe. This is an outstanding book. Its 
distinguished literary style and its vivid re-creation of a man and his age made it a 
classic from its first publication 1932. (92) 


LUDWIG WITTGENSTEIN. A Memoir by Norman Malcolm with a 
Biographical Sketch by Georg Henrik Von Wright. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 
1958. 22 cm. 106 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

This is a book which the philosophical reading public has been awaiting. The 

personality of that academic gadfly, Wittgenstein, has long remained a mystery 

The two contributors to this biography do not ignore the harshness and the edginess 

of their subject, but what they both stress is the underlying compassion and sense of 

engagement. They likewise explode the myth that Wittgenstein viewed philosophy 
merely as a linguistic exercise. On the contrary, he believed that it must be a guide to 
life, only that we must first know what we are talking about. Both contributions are 
written simply and clearly; it is hoped that their estimate will be given the attention 
it deserves. (92) 


THE LETTERS OF MARY WORDSWORTH, 1800-1855. Selected 
and edited by Mary E. Burton. Oxford University Press, 42s. 1958. 22 cm. 394 pages. 
Frontispiece. Index. 

The letters of the poct’s wife, Mary Wordsworth, have now been collected from 

various sources, and this generous selection, carefully edited by Miss Burton of the 

University of Louisville, U.S.A., spans the years from immediately before her 

marriage to her widowhood. The letters further illumine the household at Rydal 

Mount in England’s Lake District, made familiar by the letters and journals of 

William and his sister Dorothy. They give pictures of Wordsworth at work and 

details of the publication of his poems, interspersed with accounts of children’s 

illnesses and purchasing commissions to relatives in London. In them the reader 
discovers a personality decisive and balanced, feeling yet courageous, which grows in 

tranquillity as the years pass. (92) 


AUBREY’S BRIEF LIVES. Edited from the Original Manuscripts and 
with an Introduction by Oliver Lawson Dick. 3rd edition. Secker & Warburg, 35s. 
1958. 23°5 cm. 4§2 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

John Aubrey (1626-97) is deserving of respect as an antiquary, but these brief informal 

character studies of his contemporaries have brought him greater notoriety. He might 

almost be called the father of the modern gossip column! Many of his subjects he 
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knew at first hand, and the scandal as well as the nice things he knew about them he 
jotted down quite indiscriminately without a shadow of reserve. His lively notes 
make amusing reading, and they certainly bring vividly to life the 17th century scene. 
This new edition, extremely well produced, has the great advantage of a relatively 
low price, but this has only been achieved by omitting bibliography, glossary, and 


references. For these readers will have to consult the second edition. (920) 


DISTINGUISHED FOR TALENT. Some Men of Influence and Enterprise. 
Woodrow Wyatt. Hutchinson, 21s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 264 pages. 
By an examination of some of the leading figures in science, journalism, politics and 
the arts, the editorial director of the widely read Mirror group of newspapers attempts 
to assess the vital forces shaping modern British life. The twenty-six names chosen 
include such varied personalities as Sir Winston Churchill, John Osborne, Henry 
Moore, Sir John Cockroft and Aneurin Bevan. An appraisal of the importance of 
each in relation to society is what is attempted, rather than a profound character 
analysis; and the result is an extremely interesting and valuable piece of journalism. 
(920) 
Ancient Civilisations 
HE DIED OLD. Mithradates Eupator, King of Pontus. Alfred Duggan. 
Faber, 18s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 208 pages. Map. Bibliography. Index. 
Mithradates, who became a formidable soldier in his old age and caused the Roman 
Republic so much trouble in the first century B.C., has been oddly neglected by 
biographers and none too fairly treated by historians, who have mostly written from 
the Roman viewpoint. Mr. Duggan, in this unorthodox biography, offers the other 
side of the picture, that of the inhabitants of the province of Asia, who found the 
Romans barbarous and rapacious invaders. The story is told in personal and dramatic 
rather than academic terms. Mr. Duggan’s history is not impeccable, but much can 
be pardoned him for the wit and originality with which he handles his theme. 
(939) 
Europe 
THE NEW CAMBRIDGE MODERN HISTORY. Vol. Il. The 
Reformation 1520-1559. Edited by G. R. Elton. Cambridge University Press, 378.6. 
1958. 23 cm. 702 pages. Index. 
In the second volume of this new synthesis of modern European history the theme is 
the Reformation, and the period includes the conflicts connected with the religious 
upheaval from the first challenge by Luther down to the uneasy peace of the early 
1560's. After a survey of the general characteristics of the period, and another on 
economic change, the work goes on to deal with the progress of the religious move- 
ment in the separate European countries, and with the political, constitutional 
intellectual movements and military history of the period. It also surveys the problems 
beginning to open up in the New World and the East during the first half of the 
16th century. (940-22) 


World War I 


THE WAR AGAINST JAPAN. Vol. II. India’s Most Dangerous Hour. 
S. Woodburn Kirby and others. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1958. 25 cm. $60 pages. 
Illustrations. Maps. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (History of the Second World 
War: United Kingdom Military Series) 


Chronologically, this second volume overlaps the first, which took the story of the 
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war against Japan up to March 1942. It tells of the loss of Burma which, like Malaya, 
was lost through lack of trained man-power and essential resources. This occupies 
twelve chapters and the remainder recount and examine the first abortive attempt to 
re-occupy Akyab, the experiment with a long-range penetration group, the plans 
for a major counter-offensive and the build-up of India as a base for this. The authors, 
headed by Major-General Kirby, have told their story well and fairly and have 
endeavoured to show reasons for the failures that occurred. The war at sea and in the 
air come within their survey. The text is admirably illustrated with excellent maps 


and is amplified by thirty-three valuable appendices. (940-542) 


Eire Northern Ireland 


EARLY CHRISTIAN IRELAND. Maire and Liam de Paor. Thames & 
Hudson, 25s. 1958. 21 cm. 264 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Bibliography. 
Index. (Ancient Peoples and Places) 

It is one of the strangest episodes in history that a Christian Ireland should have 

begun to flourish just as Roman Britain and the whole Western Empire were going 

down in ruin. Mr. and Mrs. de Paor are concerned with the seven hundred years 
after St. Patrick’s mission of the mid-fifth century. These saw the great age of learning 
and holiness when Irish missionaries were teaching over half Europe, then the golden 
prime of art in the seventh and eighth centuries, and finally after the upheavals caused 
by the Viking onslaughts, the church renaissance following A.D.1100. While most 
space is given to architecture and to the superb art of the illuminators and metal- 
workers, the life and times of the people are deftly sketched in and quickened by 
imaginative references to ancient Irish literature. One of the best volumes in this 
series. (941-5) 


British Commonwealth Britain 


THE COMMONWEALTH IN THE WORLD. Jj. D. B. Miller. 
Duckworth, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 308 pages. Illustrations. References. Index. 
Professor Miller, an Australian, has surveyed the Commonwealth today with a 
lucidity and detachment which will give his book a particular value. An introductory 
section outlines the history of the Commonwealth. The main portion deals with the 
individual members: their view of the Commonwealth relationship and their 
position in regard to one another and to non-Commonwealth countries. The final 
section, “The Nature and Function of Commonwealth Relations’, shows the present 
scope and limitations of inter-Commonwealth contacts and activities, discusses some 
suggestions for changes in these relationships, and concludes with a salutary warning 
against woolly-mindedness in the meaning attached to the word ‘Commonwealth’. 


(942) 


A HISTORY OF CHIPPING CAMPDEN and Captain Robert Dover’s 
Olympick Games. Christopher Whitfield. Shakespeare Head Press (Eton), 30s 
1958. 22 cm. 296 pages. Photographs. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

A true picture of England must be derived not only from its great cities but also 

from the quiet country towns, such as Chipping Campden, which have continued 

with only gradual change from medieval times. Mr. Whitfield has used the literary 
powers displayed in his The Wood Gatherer, Winter Morning and other works to 
write the history of this beautiful Cotswold town from the eleventh century onwards, 
describing its architecture and buildings, its early wool trade and its social develop- 
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ment and local customs. As Chairman of the Campden Trust Ltd. and of the National 
Trust Local Committee he writes with knowledge and enthusiasm. (942) 


ESSAYS IN ELIZABETHAN HISTORY. J. E. Neale. Cape, 18s. 1958. 
205 cm. 256 pages. References. Index. 
The fact that November 17, 1958, marked the fourth centenary of Elizabeth I's 
accession encouraged the acknowledged authority on the queen and her reign, Sir 
J. E. Neale, to bring together a collection of some of his essays and lectures. They 
touch on a variety of topics, from reflections on how the anniversary was observed 
in former times, to the problem of what made the Elizabethan period a great age, 
the sayings of Queen Elizabeth and the Elizabethan political scene. The author wears 
his learning lightly, and his reflections can be read with pleasure and profit. 
(942-055) 
A SECOND JACOBEAN JOURNAL. Being a Record of Those Things 
Most Talked of during the Years 1607 to 1610. G. B. Harrison. Routledge & Kegan 
Paul, 30s. 1958. 22 cm. 288 pages. Index. 
Elizabethan and Jacobean literature cannot be fully understood without some 
knowledge of those features of the contemporary scene which were exciting to the 
original reader or playgoer. In his series of Elizabethan and Jacobean Journals, of which 
this is the fifth volume, Dr. Harrison attempts to see life as Shakespeare’s coevals 
saw it and to record it, day by day, as far as possible in their own words or in a form 
condensed or paraphrased to convey both fact and mood. Though scholars may 
prefer to consult original sources, the general reader will enjoy this entertaining 
revelation of the Jacobean world. (942-06) 


THE STUARTS. A Study in English Kingship. J. P. Kenyon. Batsford, 25s. 
1958. 22-5 cm. 240 pages. Illustrations. References. Bibliography. Index. 
This survey of the fortunes of the Stuart dynasty is intended for readers seeking a 
fresh interpretation of the period which avoids the stereotyped treatment of the 
ordinary textbook without becoming a learned but unreadable specialist monograph. 
Dr. Kenyon, a young don at Cambridge, has succeeded in producing an attractive 
account of one of the most colourful periods of English history. He writes vivaciously, 
combining full knowledge of all the latest results of recent research with a sound 
judgment, wit, and humour. (942-06) 


Germany 


THE GERMAN RESISTANCE. Carl Goerdeler’s Struggle against 
Tyranny. Gerhard Ritter. Translated from the German by R. T. Clark. Allen & 
Unwin, 35s. 1958. 22 cm. 330 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The distinguished historian traces the course of anti-Nazi resistance in Germany with 

particular reference to the part played by Goerdeler. The involved story is fully 

documented and expertly unfolded, but the German original has been considerably 
abridged by the translator. Both the military and the civil conspirators are shown 
to have been moved by a deep moral indignation unshared by the mass of the 

German people. Goerdeler’s attempt to obtain support for his coup d’état froma the 

British Government on the terms that Germany should resume her 1914 frontiers 

and retain Hitler’s conquests of Austria and the Sudetenland is revealing. One of his 

close collaborators even proposed to set up an autocratic President with powers not 
inferior to Hitler’s and no responsibility to Parliament or people. Professor Ritter’s 

book is more illuminating than he perhaps intended it to be. (943-086) 
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France 


PARIS AND ITS PEOPLE. An Illustrated History. General Editor: 
Robert Laffont. Translated from the French by Isabel Quigly and Barbara Bray. 
Methuen, 84s. 1958. 30-5 cm. 292 pages. Numerous illustrations (many in colour) 
Maps. 

Many books provide pictures of various periods of Parisian history, but it would be 

hard to find another as comprehensive as this, which attempts to combine a brief 

historical review with an array of illustrations depicting the growth of the city from 
its prehistoric origins down to the present time. Some 900 illustrations drawn from 
all kinds of sources have been assembled. So widely is the net cast that even those 
familiar with the historic city are likely to come across some new feature, while less 
expert readers will find the collection an invaluable visual aid to the landmarks in the 
city’s history. The work is the result of co-operation between several French 
scholars. (944-36) 


Italy 


THE LAST MEDICI. Harold Acton. Revised edition. Methuen, 32s. 1958. 
22 cm. 328 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
A considerable literature in several languages has probed the origins and rise to fame 
of the renowned Medici family, whose powerful members played so large a part in 
the history of Renaissance Italy: but until Mr. Acton produced this study (as long 
ago as 1932) there was no adequate account in English of the decline of the family 
fortunes, which set in during the 17th century. Mr. Acton’s narrative, written with 
all the enthusiasm of a young man captivated by the pageantry and the ferment of 
fine arts in the Italy of the period, won immediate recognition, and this careful 
revision is most welcome. (945) 


Malta 


MALTA. Sacheverell Sitwell. Photographs by Tony Armstrong-Jones. 
Batsford, 40s. 1958. 29 cm. 144 pages. Map. 
Mr. Sitwell’s book is concerned mainly with Malta’s past, her history and institutions, 
her landscape and ruins, her architecture and painting. The author received every 
assistance locally and he describes not only the familiar monuments but many out-of- 
the-way churches and villas. Writing with his usual mannered elegance, Mr. Sitwell 
dwells most on the immensely rich artistic inheritance of the last four centuries, which 
have blended the culture of France, Spain, Italy, Portugal and Britain, and he pays 
special attention to the painting of Caravaggio. Mr. Armstrong Jones’s sumptuous 
photographs admirably illustrate the text and also reveal rather more of the life of the 
people. (945-8) 


Spain 
A HISTORY OF SPAIN. Harold Livermore. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1958. 
22 cm. 478 pages. Maps. Index. 

This study, the work of a well-known Hispanist, covers Spanish history from antiquity 
to the present day. The book falls into two parts, the second of which deals with 
Spain as a united nation. Modern Spain, with its many ideological clashes, presents 
thorny problems for the historian but Dr. Livermore has treated them with rare 
objectivity. This book can be recommended for its authority and the fresh readable 
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style which will attract anyone interested in history. Students, for whom the book 
is primarily written, will welcome it but they will regret the absence of a bibliography 
or references. (946) 


ANDALUS. Spain under the Muslims. Edwyn Hole. Hale, 18s. 1958. 
22 cm. 190 pages. Illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Hole’s first-hand knowledge of Spain and of the Arabs go far to equip him for 
the task of writing a history of the Muslim kingdom in medieval Spain. He gives a 
brief outline of the Arabs’ remarkable conquest and includes a pen-portrait gallery 
of some celebrated Andalusians; but for the most part he concentrates on themes, 
such as, Love, Slavery, Administration, in Muslim Spain. It is to be regretted that he 
did not say more about the recent discoveries which suggest a Spanish origin for the 
European lyric. The book will appeal to anyone interested in the history of western 
culture and is the more welcome since there is little readily available in English upon 
this fascinating period. (946-02) 


Gibraltar 


PROUD FORTRESS. The Fighting Story of Gibraltar. Allen Andrews. 
Evans, 18s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 220 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Index. 
Gibraltar—a British bastion which since 1704 has roused the envy of every European 
dictator. The theme of this book is the ‘Gibraltar tradition’ which developed from 
the part played by the Rock in the wars against Napoleon. In the story of its long 
and successful record, prominence is given to the great Franco-Spanish siege from 
1779-1783, but it was the newly formed United States that ever came nearest to 
capturing the fortress. Like the present, the civilian inhabitants of the past knitted 
themselves into the garrison until a practically new nationality emerged and Britain 
owes much to them. The book is another stirring account of a keystone of British 
power and influence. (946-8) 


Russia 
BRITAIN’S DISCOVERY OF RUSSIA 1553-1815. M. S. Anderson. 
Macmillan, 30s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. Index. 

This well-documented and well-written study traces the slow growth of knowledge 
about Russia in Great Britain and the fluctuations of British political and public 
feeling towards the Russian government and people from the beginnings of 
continuous contact in the mid-sixteenth century to the end of the Napoleonic wars. 
The author is Lecturer in International History at the London School of Economics. 


(947) 


THE TWILIGHT OF IMPERIAL RUSSIA. Richard Charques. 
Phoenix House, 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Mr. Charques already has to his credit an excellent Short History of Russia. His latest 

book is an account of the reign of Nicholas II, in which the complex political, 

economic, personal and social factors are presented with admirable ease and clarity. 

As a straightforward narration and analysis of the period for the serious general 

reader it would be hard to beat. The author’s judgment is summed up in his 

concluding words: *. . . in Russia the prospects of a liberal experiment were shattered 

by the liberals themselves’. (947-08) 
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THE SIEGE OF PLEVNA. Rupert Furneaux. Anthony Blond, 25s. 1958. 
22 cm. 240 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 
The outstanding action during the Russo-Turkish war of 1877 was the siege of 
Plevna, a small Bulgarian town, where for four months the Russian attackers and 
Turkish defenders suffered intense slaughter by cannon-fire and close combat fighting. 
Led by the heroic General Skobeleff the Russian assault prevailed, but the Turks under 
the gallant and colourful Osman Pasha fought magnificently against overwhelming 
odds. This well-written and vivid account centres round the two commanders and 
some famous English and American war correspondents, whose reports from the 
heart of the battles were sent to the world without censorship—the last of such 
freedom. (947-08) 


THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. Alan Moorehead. Collins with Hamish 
Hamilton, 30s. 1958. 22 cm. 320 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Readers in search of a brief, simple and straightforward account of the Russian 
Revolution in 1917 and the events leading up to it may well sample this book. 
What the author has done is to give a dispassionate and objective description of a 
great political upheaval which is still too recent for final judgments, and yet, perhaps, 
too far off for the man in the strect to remember clearly from his own experience. 
His method is to approach the Revolution from the Tsarist viewpoint preparatory to 
an account of the underground movement which blazed up in 1917. Some conclusions 
are that the Germans played an important part in bringing Lenin and the Bolshevists 
to power and that the Revolution itself was not quite the uncorrupted epic its 
protagonists have claimed. A stimulating and provocative study. (947-083) 


A HISTORY OF SHARVAN AND DARBAND IN THE 
roth-1r1th CENTURIES. V. Minorsky. Heffer (Cambridge), 63s. 1958. 
25 cm. 228 pages. Maps. Index. 

In this volume the author, formerly Professor in the University of London and an 

acknowledged expert in his field, makes an important contribution to the history 

of events in Eastern Transcaucasia during the tenth and eleventh centuries. It was a 

period when the control of the caliphates had been weakened, and independent 

dynasties sprang up in Sharvan and Darband. Professor Minorsky here makes 
available in an English translation an important Arabic text of 1075 A.D. This, to- 
gether with much other original material and valuable chapters of commentary, will 
form an indispensable handbook for all specialists working in the subject. (947°9) 


China 
RED CARPET TO CHINA. Michael Croft. Longmans, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 
288 pages. 

Quite unexpectedly the author was invited to spend six weeks in China as a member 
of an international youth delegation. During his visit the Suez crisis and the 
Hungarian revolution took place and he was able to observe the reactions both of 
the Chinese and of fellow members of his delegation. His description of modern 
China is objective, ignoring neither the defects of Communism nor its staggering 
material achievements. A sense of humour and a gift for dialogue enliven what is, in 
effect, a very serious study which no thinking person should miss. (951-05) 
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Pakistan 
THE PATHANS 550 B.C.—A.D. 1957. Olaf Caroe. Macmillan, 60s. 
1958. 22-5 cm. $44 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Index. 

A number of books have portrayed the Pathans against the background of their 
rugged mountain homes, but Sir Olaf Caroe’s book is the first attempt at a history 
of this virile race from pre-Islamic times. The author is eminently well qualified for 
the task. He was for many years a Political officer on the North-West Frontier, and 
Governor of the Frontier Province from 1946 to 1947. He also visited the scenes of 
his early labours in 1956. This rich experience, reinforced by his researches (he has 
consulted many original texts), has enabled him to voyage in a hitherto uncharted 
sea to produce a most impressive work, a unique contribution to the story of the 
Pathans. (954-7) 


Middle East Turkey 


THE MIDDLE EAST IN TRANSITION. Studies in Contemporary 
History. Edited by Walter Z. Laqueur. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 40s. 1958. 22 cm. 
534 pages. References. Index. 

These miscellaneous articles from writers from Western Europe, Russia, the United 

States and the Middle East are uneven in quality, but of great interest to the student 

of Middle East problems, who will observe the varying interpretations of the same 

data and will also note that there is general agreement that democracy has not found 
favourable soil for its roots to develop. The political writers have been caught up by 
events, therefore more important, being on a more solid basis, are the articles on the 
economic and social problems, and, above all, the ideas on the present-day ideologies 
in their impact on traditional Islam. (956) 


PHOENIX ASCENDANT. The Rise of Modern Turkey. Irfan Orga. 
Hale, 18s. 1958. 22 cm. 206 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This is a remarkably lucid study of the history of Turkey, with special reference to 
the career of Kemal Atatiirk and the rise of the Turkish Republic. Mr. Orga knew 
Atatiirk, and his estimate of the personality of that extraordinary man combines 
admiration with a rare measure of objectivity. There are also penetrating vignettes 
of Celél Bayar, Ismet Inénii, and the present Premier, Adnan Menderes. While not 
ignoring the difficult problems confronting the Turkish government, the author 
expresses confidence that the prevailing economic difficulties will be overcome. His 
command of English is impressive. (956-1) 


A PERSON FROM ENGLAND and Other Travellers. Fitzroy Maclean. 
Cape, 21s. 1958. 20-5 cm. 384 pages. Illustrations. Map. Bibliography. 
With a vividness derived from personal knowledge of Turkestan Sir Fitzroy Maclean 
describes the journeys and adventures of various agents who, often in mortal peril, 
penetrated the gradually narrowing zone between the British and Russian Empires 
in the roth century and the first quarter of the 20th. Beginning with the fantastic 
Dr. Wolff, it draws Skobelyov, O’Donovan, Curzon and others across the stage, 
till the days of Enver Pasha and Colonel Bailey, who is happily still with us. This 
volume of true stories stranger than any fiction will appeal to as wide a public as the 
author’s Eastern Approaches. (958-4) 
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Indo-China 
VIETNAM. Tran Van Tung. Translated from the French by Michael 
Edwardes. Thames & Hudson, 35s. 1958. 21-5 cm. 142 pages. Illustrations (4 in 
colour). 
The author, himself a Vietnamese, sets out in this slight, elegant volume to interpret 
his country to the West. Writing in French, translated and odaned for this edition by 
Michael Edwardes, he tells something of the history, religion, art and literature of 
Vietnam. There are no statistics, no politics and few hard facts, but the picture is none 
the less vivid for that. The fine illustrations are clearly the choice of a poet and artist 
and exactly fit the book, which will appeal to all interested in the spirit of the 
resurgent East. (959) 


Singapore 

COLONY OF SINGAPORE ANNUAL REPORT 1956. Government 
Printing Office (Singapore), $3.00: H.M. Stationery Office, 10s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 
348 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The political problems of Singapore have been noted in the press in recent years: 

this report, lavishly produced and handsomely illustrated, gives the administrative 

background and also describes other aspects of the colony such as physical features 

and natural history, sport, and the arts. (959-52) 


Indonesia 

SARAWAK ANNUAL REPORT 1957. Sarawak Printing Office 
(Kuching): H.M. Stationery Office, 138.6d. 1958. 21-5 cm. 216 pages. Illustrations. 
Maps (some in colour). Bibliography. Index. 

This report covers the first year during which the new constitution came into 

operation, and important developments in local government and education also took 

place. Though designed as an annual report, this well-produced book, with its 

excellent photographs and maps, is in effect an overall presentation of a little-known 

colony. (991-1) 


Australia New Guinea 
THEY’RE A WEIRD MOB. ‘Nino Culotta’. Nicholas Kaye, 10s.6d. 1958. 
20 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations by “Wep’. 

The ‘weird mob’ are the Australians as viewed by an Italian journalist who came to 
look at them, married one and settled down in Australia. So, at any rate, he says in 
this autobiographical or pseudo-autobiographical account of his attempts to under- 
stand their ways and language. (For the benefit of English readers, there is a glossary 
of Australian slang.) Funny, shrewd and on the whole highly complimentary, this 
book was a best-seller in Australia. ‘Nino Culotta’ is a pseudonym. (994) 


NEW GUINEA AND AUSTRALIA. Australian Institute of Political 
Science, Summer School, Canberra, 25th-27th January, 1958. Angus & Robertson 
(Sydney and London), 25s. 1958. 22 cm. 264 pages. Illustrations. Maps. 

This book consists of the papers presented at the Summer School, and the discussions 

on them, together with some useful statistical tables and an unusual selection of 

photographs. The topics presented, with emphasis on their relation to Australia, 
include the economic potential of New Guinea, the policies planned to help the 
native peoples to adjust to a modern economy, the role of government, and problems 
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of defence. The authors include the Australian Minister for Territories, the Hon. P. 
Hasluck, the Administrator of Papua and New Guinea, Brigadier D. M. Cleland, 
and the Assistant Administrator, Dr. J. T. Gunther. The discussions add the views of 
many others intimately connected with the Territory. (99s) 


Polynesia 
BRITAIN IN FIJI 1858-1880. J. D. Legge. Macmillan, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 
312 pages. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

In 1858 the first British Consul to Fiji was appointed. During the next sixteen years 
there were various experiments in administration by governments whose members 
were chiefly white traders and settlers. These proved so unsatisfactory that in 1874 
Great Britain accepted the cession of the Islands by King Cakoban. The events of this 
period form the first part of this important study, based on official archives, by Dr. 
Legge. The second part, taking the history of Fiji to 1880, examines the five years’ 
administration of Sir Arthur Gordon, and in particular his pioneer work in using the 
idea of indirect rule as an essential feature of the development of his native 
administration. (996-11) 


FICTION 
General 
WINTER’S TALES. 4. Macmillan, 15s. 1958. 20 cm. 256 pages. 
This series continues to maintain a high standard, considering that the severely 
limited number of outlets for stories of serious literary pretensions can scarcely 
encourage authors to attempt them very often. The present issue contains fewer and 
longer contributions, four by established authors and four by newcomers. The 
former carry off the honours, particularly V. S. Pritchett’s story of a married couple’s 
quarrel over a necklace found in the street, and Muriel Spark’s accomplished tale of 
the manner in which childhood games survive into adult life. Among the authors 
of promise, Reynolds Price, whose work suggests echoes of the William Faulkner 
country, is the most interesting. 


STORIES FROM A MING COLLECTION. Translations of Chinese 
Short Stories published in the Seventeenth Century. Cyril Birch. Bodley Head, 18s. 
1958. 22 cm. 206 pages. (Unesco Collection of Representative Works: Chinese 
Series) 

The translator, a lecturer in Chinese in London University, has chosen a charming 
selection of stories collected by Feng Meng-lun in the 17th century. They belong to 
periods from the 7th century onwards and embrace subjects varying from fairy tales 
to crime, but as edited by Feng doubtless mirror the modes of thought of the Ming 
period, when the art of fiction reachied its peak in China. Every page throws a side- 
light on China as it was before the Manchu conquest, and the selection fully deserves 
its place in the Unesco Collection of Representative Works. 


SECOND THOUGHTS. Michel Butor. Translated from the French by 
Jean Stewart. Faber, 18s. 1958. 19°5 cm. 264 pages. 

On a journey from Paris to Rome to bring back his mistress to Paris and start a new 

life with her, a middle-aged man ruminates upon his relationships with both wife and 

mistress and gradually realises that his love for Rome had glamourised his illicit 

association and that transferring his mistress to Paris would reduce her to the humdrum 

status of a wife. The novel moves to its appointed end—arrival in Rome—with logical 
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precision, but the young author also shows a subtle and sensitive understanding of 
human nature in his exploration of a man’s innermost thoughts and desires. An out- 
standing success in France, this novel is a noteworthy example of contemporary 
French fiction. 


MAN OVERBOARD. Monica Dickens. Michael Joseph, 15s. 1958. 20 cm. 
270 pages. 

The picaresque adventures of a naval commander, after he has been retired from the 
Service on account of national economy cuts, are the subject of Monica Dickens’s new 
novel. In his struggle to find a suitable niche in the civilian world, Ben Francis finds 
himself in turn involved in dubious financial transactions, in clearing tables in a cafe- 
teria, acting as secretary to a best-selling author and as burser at a preparatory school. 
Miss Dickens is as lively and entertaining as ever. Ben is a thoroughly likeable hero, 
devoid of false dignity; and his ten-year-old daughter, Amy, and raffish mother-in- 
law, Geneva Hogg, are especially engaging characters. 


MOUNTOLIVE. Lawrence Durrell. Faber, 15s. 1958. 21 cm. 320 pages. 

The third novel in Mr. Durrell’s ambitious cycle devoted to wartime Egypt displays 
a sharp change of emphasis. If clandestine love affairs have dominated the scene hither- 
to, political intrigue is now the main theme, and in accordance with the original 
scheme the central figure provides a fresh view of events and characters previously 
presented quite differently. The hero this time is an English diplomat, posted to Egypt 
in his youth and now returning as ambassador. While this novel has lost nothing in 
wit, fantasy or descriptive brilliance, Mr. Durrell handles his new material with an 
altogether tauter, more direct and more realistic narrative technique. 


EIGHT DAYS. Gabriel Fielding. Hutchinson, 16s. 1958. 20 cm. 382 pages. 
A brilliant novel which deals with the world of expatriates that has flourished in 
North Africa since the end of the late war. The plot is concerned with an English 
prison doctor, newly converted to Catholicism, and temporarily convalescing in the 
International Zone. A chance meeting with a former criminal patient involves him 
with a sinister circle of remittance-men and operators of local rackets, and his religious 
sympathies complicate the problem of extricating himself. The decadence of the 
expatriates is dramatically contrasted with the unrest of the Arab world, and the 
depth of Mr. Fielding’s characterisation is extremely impressive. 


ASK ME NO MORE. Pamela Frankau. Heinemann, 16s. 1958. 20 cm. 
382 pages. 

In the London theatre world of the thirties actor-playwright Geoffrey Bliss is loved 
by his secretary Alex Wharton, who knows him to be an habitual liar. Geoffrey is 
killed and Alex’s emotional detachment remains intact until it is shattered years later 
by an overpowering love for Geoffrey’s illegitimate son, a reflection of his father. 
Both father and son come to a violent end because of a generous impulse and Alex is 
left to ponder her own moral implication in their fate. The book, which is peopled 
with living human beings subject to the consequences of their imperfections, will 
further enhance Pamela Frankau’s already established reputation as a deservedly 
popular novelist. 


VENETIA. Georgette Heyer. Heinemann, 16s. 1958. 20-5 cm. 312 pages. 


Miss Heyer’s latest Regency romance tells the story of Venetia, ‘green’ in social 
experience but by no means green in wisdom, who falls in love with the wicked Lord 

















Damerel. Marriage to him is strongly opposed and is not made easier by Damerel’s 
own scruples, but it cannot be said of Venetia that she lacks resource. This novel 
triumphantly displays Miss Heyer’s talent for creating appealing heroines, as well as 
conveying the authentic Regency atmosphere. Her touch is light and skilful, her 
characters fully rounded and alive, and the result is entertainment of excellent quality. 


ALMOST AN ISLAND. Elaine Howis. Dent, 15s. 1958. 19 cm. 216 pages. 
On impulse Julia answers an advertisement about an enchanted house, almost an island, 
and as a result finds herself for the summer with four other guests in a remote, Italian- 
style villa by an English lake. The hostess is an eccentric matron, an endearing figure 
of absurdity, and the other inmates all have their own peculiarities and secret longings. 
This gently ironic story of escape from normality has the quality of a subtle caricature 
drawn with intuitive sympathy for human oddity. 


BEL-AMI. Guy de Maupassant. Translated from the French by B. Rhys. Elek 
Books, 3s.6d. 1958. 18-5 cm. 320 pages. (Bestseller Library) 

If the novel form was never quite so well suited to Maupassant’s art as the short story; 
this is certainly the best novel he ever wrote. The theme of the handsome and un- 
scrupulous young provincial who, starting with nothing but his wits and his virility, 
storms every one of his objectives in the corrupt Parisian world of fashion and politics, 
evidently appealed strongly to Maupassant, and the satire reaches a savage climax with 
the acceptance of the hero by respectable society on his own terms. The translation 
goes far to match the bite of the original. 


A SHORT ANSWER. Stanley Middleton. New Authors (Hutchinson), 15s. 
1958. 20 cm. 240 pages. 

Mr. Middleton makes his debut with an unconventional book which might be 
described as a picaresque novel of the spirit. Its leading character is a young bank clerk 
in a provincial town, and while his adventures are commonplace enough—a bank 
robbery, a flirtation with a married woman, quarrels within his own houschold—it is 
the unexpectedness of his response to these situations which provides the sense of 
adventure. The author shows himself unusually inventive in dramatising single situa- 
tions; it is the coherence of the book as a whole which is less impressive, although the 
freshness of the dialogue makes it a very readable one. 


THE BELL. Iris Murdoch. Chatto & Windus, 15s. 1958. 20 cm. 320 pages. 
Miss Murdoch’s fourth novel offers another impressive display of her developing 
powers. Its setting is an Anglican lay community, a refuge for the victims of various 
psychological and religious conflicts. The author begins her story through the mouth 
of Dora Greenfield who has come to the retreat hoping to mend her broken marriage, 
but she contrives with great skill to shift from one viewpoint to another as her plot 
gathers impetus. The novel is a study of love of different kinds and Miss Murdoch 
shows herself remarkably perceptive and sure-footed among the moral problems in- 
volved in the experience of love or of faith. 


THE CAUTIOUS HEART. William Sansom. Hogarth Press, 13s.6d. 1958. 
19 cm. 222 pages. 

Mr. Sansom’s latest novel traces a love story of an unusual kind, told by a young man 

employed as a pianist at a London drinking club, where he falls in love with one of the 

guests. Her companion, he soon finds, is not a rival, but, more dangerously, a parasite, 
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a character whose charm and irresponsibility involve all his acquaintances in a constant 
effort to keep him out of trouble. This incidental hazard both illuminates and drama- 
tises the central love affair. Mr. Sansom discards this time his customary almost 
obsessive concern with the material background of his plot, and the result is a story of 
poignant comedy. 


THE SAVAGE AFFAIR. Virgil Scott. Methuen, 16s. 1958. 20 cm. 320 pages. 
This psychological thriller concerns itself with two ambitious men and their effort, or 
failure, to come to terms with life. A reporter for an unscrupulous New York maga- 
zine, in search of a story, makes friends with, and later investigates the death of, the 
writer Michael Savage, who has written one best-seller and realises that he will never 
write another. Having tasted success, Savage prefers death to mediocrity, while the 
reporter must decide whether to publish his findings or bury the story and so regain 
a measure of integrity in the fierce competitive struggle for advancement. The 
American author describes the publishing world of New York with the sharp, inten- 
tionally exaggerating vision of the cartoonist. 


SEGAKI. David Stacton. Faber, 15s. 1958. 19 cm. 198 pages. 

The third of a trilogy of fantasy-novels describing aspects of religious experience. 
In the first, the author wrote of Ludwig II of Bavaria; in the second, of Akhnaton’s 
Egypt. This is set in 14th century Japan. Inspired by Zen Buddhism, it concerns ‘the 
invincible questions’ which can be neither stated nor answered. Yet, in a sense, they 
are stated: in a violent meaningless world, where is truth? And answered: truth is in 
everything. Segaki is a highly original novel, exquisitely written, the work of an 
artist, detached, serene, yet very conscious of the hair’s breadth that saves wisdom and 
beauty from brutality. 


LIGHT ABOVE THE LAKE. L. A. G. Strong. Methuen, 15s. 1958. 
19 cm. 224 pages. 

Listening to stories exchanged amongst the company in an Irish country inn after a 
funeral is an old doctor. Every story awakens in his consciousness a memory of his past 
until he surrenders to his overwhelming need for recollection. The experience is the 
culminating crisis of his life and in the flash of a supernatural vision he is vouchsafed 
a momentary glimpse of the eternal. The late author, a master in the art of story- 
telling, firmly roots the esoteric climax of his powerful novel in the natural world of 
the Irish countryside and its imaginative people and so achieves an artistically con- 
vincing union between reality and the supernatural. 


THE OXYGEN AGE. Hugh Thomas. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 13s.6d. 1958. 
19 cm. 176 pages. 

A gaily satirical fantasy directed at the seats of power in modern Britain, and especially 
at politicians, diplomats, giant industrial and scientific organisations and the Press. 
Troilus Plumb, a young, self-important Conservative M.P. who specialises in defence 
questions, learns that the ‘oxygen weapon’, on which the security of the West depends, 
is a gigantic fraud, but this momentous information proves difficult to handle within 
the conventions of modern political life. The story’s denouement does not quite fulfil 
its early promise, but there is a brilliance in the satire, at once far-fetched and extra- 
ordinarily apt, which recalls the early Evelyn Waugh novels. 
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THE PEACOCK TREES. Leo Townsend. Cape, 15s. 1958. 19°5 cm. 
254 pages. 
A young English girl, Jane Urquhart, travelling alone to Banaras in India, meets in 
strange circumstances a young Hindu doctor, Ravi Chandra Dutt, who has renounced 
a brilliant career. Their journey to the holy city draws them together in a deep and 
understanding love. When Ravi is seriously wounded in a raid by dacoits Jane is 
determined that he shall get to Banaras and that he shall not die. There, inspired and 
guided by a swami, she finds courage and a new meaning to life. Told with a profound 
sympathy, the story contains some moving passages and a portrayal of an ancient way 


of life having its roots deep in the Bhagavad Gita. 


CONTEND NO MORE. Michael Tree. Cape, 15s. 1958. 19°5 cm. 
222 pages. 

After the break-up of his marriage to the beautiful, frivolous Madeleine, Nicholas 
Brelf leaves London and takes a job as Assistant Secretary at a hospital in the Midlands. 
There he leads a circumscribed provincial existence for nearly two years, before em- 
barking on a fresh start with Madeleine—in the face, however, of an incompatibility 
of temperament, environment and outlook so daunting that future prospects seem 
bleak. This is a novel distinguished for its quiet fidelity of observation: both of people 
and places and of the emotional nuances and continual process of adjustment and 
adaptation demanded by marriage. 


THE PORTRAIT OF MR. W. H. Oscar Wilde. The greatly enlarged 
version prepared by the author after the appearance of the story in 1889 but not 
published. Edited with an introduction by Vyvyan Holland. Methuen, 15s. 1958. 
22 cm. 106 pages. 

The identity of the young man to whom Shakespeare’s sonnets are dedicated is a 
problem which fascinated Oscar Wilde. He did not elaborate his own theory critically 
but inthe form of a short story, describing how a forged Elizabethan miniature came into 
his hands, alleged to be the portrait of Willie Hughes, a boy-actor in Shakespeare’s 
company. The emotions of the sonnets are thus explained as inspired by an attach- 
ment to one who was the interpreter of some of Shakespeare’s finest creations. Wilde 
first wrote the story in 1889, but the present very considerably expanded version is 
now published for the first time. 


THE MARRIAGE. Mona Williams. Cassell, 16s. 1958. 20-5 cm. 320 pages, 
The major part of this story tells of events subsequent to the break-up of a twenty- 
year-old marriage, but it is the marriage with its twin bonds of desire and habit that 
triumphs finally. As her children grow up, Amy feels the need for new interests outside 
her home while Sam would rather lose her altogether than allow her a limited inde- 
pendence. Husband and wife, he masterful and dependable—she sensuous and im- 
mature, complement each other to perfection and their ultimate reunion is inescapable. 
By an American novelist, this well-written, adult book is a subtle vindication of the 
doctrine that a woman’s place is in the home and the man its rightful master. 


LOVE AND THE LOVELESS. Henry Williamson. Macdonald, 16s. 1958. 
20°5 cm. 384 pages. 

The latest book in Mr. Williamson’s Philip Maddison cycle, this novel reflects the 

demoralisation which set in on the Western front after the failure of the Allied spring 

offensive of 1917. The hero is now a young transport officer already incapacitated for 
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combatant service by his wounds and spiritually still further weakened by the death 
of his intended wife in England. Williamson’s portrayal of the slang, the clumsy 
humour, the comradeship and sense of futility in this life is entirely convincing and his 
description of the 1917 mutinies is particularly impressive. The plot is scarcely more 
than a war-diary, but as a whole the book is a remarkable feat of re-creation. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
ORDEAL BY INNOCENCE. Agatha Christie. Collins, 12s.6d. 1958. 
19 cm. 256 pages. 

Young Jacko Argyle was found guilty of the murder of his ‘mother’ and afterwards 
died in prison. But he was innocent. Who, then, was the murderer? It could only have 
been a member of the household. This is a novel very much in the Christie tradition 
(although there is no detective in it, for once) with the solution evolving from the 
exploration of individual character and with the usual surprise at the end for all but 
the knowing Christie reader. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

UNDERSTUDY. Pamela Brown. Nelson, 9s.6d. 1958. 20-5 cm. 222 pages. 

Illustrations (1 in colour) by Drake Brookshaw. 

Catherine Clare was about to give up the stage for lack of a job when she was given 
a chance as an understudy at a famous old London theatre. Her efforts to save the 
theatre from being pulled down bring her publicity, but what decides the issue is the 
opportunity to play the part she has been understudying. Older girls who like the 
theatre will appreciate this competent and plausible story by an author who is well 
able to convey the atmosphere of a theatre and the devotion of those who work in it. 


HUNT ROYAL. David Scott Daniell. Cape, 13s.6d. 1958. 20-5 cm. 192 pages. 
Illustrations by William Stobbs. Maps. 

The story of the search for young King Charles II when, after being crowned in 
Scotland, his army was out-manoeuvred and defeated by Cromwell at Worcester, 
1651. The author tells a vivid tale of a six weeks’ hunt for “Charles Stuart’ through 
west and south-west England. The young reader (11-13) is made to share young 
Charles’s narrow escapes, hopes and frustrations and his final relief as he gets away to 
France. The endpaper maps of Charles’s escape route are clear and very useful to the 
reader of any age. 


FALTER TOM AND THE WATER BOY. Maurice Duggan. Faber, 
9s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 62 pages. Illustrations by Kenneth Rowell. 
Falter Tom was a very old sailor who lived in a little town in New Zealand. Perhaps 
it was his deep love of the sea that enabled him to make friends with the Water Boy 
who greeted him one morning while he walked along the sandy shore. The Water 
Boy showed Falter Tom how to walk in the sea without getting wet and took him at 
last on a long journey from which there was no return. This imaginative story is told 
very simply. It will appeal to all boys who know the sea, up to the age of about nine, 


and to many girls as well. 
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THIMBLE SUMMER. Elizabeth Enright. New edition. Heinemann, 11:.6d. 
1958. 20°5 cm. 1§2 pages. Illustrations by the author. 

A new edition of a delightful tale written with the imaginative understanding with 
which we have grown familiar in succeeding books by this author. It was awarded 
the John Newbery Medal in 1939 for the ‘most distinguished contribution to American 
Literature for children’. Its setting is a Wisconsin farm in summertime. Garnet Linden 
finds a magic silver thimble while bathing in the river with her brother and, as a 
result, the family luck changes and many nice and unexpected things happen. The 
story will particularly appeal to girls of 10-12. 


THE GIRL FROM NOWHERE. Hertha von Gebhardt. Translated from 
the German by James Kirkup. University of London Press, 12s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 
176 pages. Illustrations by Helen Brun. 

A strange little girl appears in the street of a German town and the children who play 

there invest her with qualities and assets which she really does not pessess. This is a 

story most natural in the telling, with agreeable touches of both fantasy and homely 

detail. It provides a good example of how children exaggerate, suffer and recover 
from the effects of exaggeration which could have been avoided. 


THE STORY OF HOLLY AND IVY. Rumer Godden. Macmillan, 

10s.6d. 1958. 23-5 cm. 64 pages. Illustrations in colour by Adrienne Adams. 
Holly is a doll in a toyshop who wants a little girl with a home to own her. Ivy is a 
little girl who wants a doll but is an orphan without a home. How they come together 
at Christmas time in the house of a woman who wants a little girl makes a most 
charming story for the younger child, related with a beautifully light and delicate 
touch and gracefully illustrated. 


THE LAND OF THE LORD HIGH TIGER. Roger Lancelyn Green. 

G. Bell, 11s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 160 pages. Illustrations by J. S. Goodall. 
Sir Timothy, the Lord High Tiger, normally lives on the chest-of-drawers in Roger's 
little bedroom. But, on occasion, Sir Timothy and Roger’s other animal friends are 
able to use magic powers. Roger then becomes Prince of a Magic Hour and sets out, 
with Princess Priscilla and her attendant, Mr. Bear, to do mighty deeds against the 
ungrammatical Red Giant and his master, the Black Wizard. This delightful tale by 
the well-known author of Old Greek Fairy Tales and other children’s books has great 
depth of meaning. It is likely to become a minor classic. 


JIM STARLING. JIM STARLING AND THE AGENCY. E. W. 
Hildick. Chatto & Windus, 8s.6d. each. 1958. 19 cm. 170 : 186 pages. Illustrations 
by Roger Payne. 

These first books of a new series, by a new writer, break away from the public or 
grammar school setting of so many English children’s books. They are about a group 
of boys at a modern secondary school (for children who do not qualify for admission 
to grammar schools) in a grimy northern industrial town, whose playgrounds are 
often the streets, building sites, ruined cottages or burnt-out factories of a dismal 
neighbourhood. The boys are unconquerably resourceful and high-spirited, however, 
as they solve two related crimes (coat slashing in the cloakroom and lead-stealing 
from public buildings) in the first book, and land in a series of comical disasters in their 
attempts to find crimes to solve in the second. 
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ROCKETS IN THE DUNES. Lois Lamplugh. Cape, 13s.6d. 1958. 20 cm. 
192 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by William Stobbs. 

Bruce, Andrew and their friends (who appeared in Miss Lamplugh’s last book, 
Vagabond’s Castle) learn that the War Office is planning to take over a popular bay 
and close it to the public. The children join enthusiastically in the campaign to save 
their beloved beaches and the dunes behind them. They persuade the military authori- 
ties to agree to a public enquiry, the result of which is a partial victory for the friends 
of the bay. An entertaining story, illustrating the working of peaceful democratic 
agitation and containing incidental information about the sport of sand-yachting. 


THE MONEY FAMILY. Lois Neilson. Evans Bros., 7s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 
96 pages. Illustrations by Christopher Sanders. 

Mr. and Mrs. Money live in a house called Ell-es-dee. They start their married life by 
producing four children—the Farthings—but these children very soon show that they 
have magic powers. To save fares, for instance, the four turn into one—a penny— 
when they wish to travel by bus. This inspired and instructive book will enchant 
children up to the age of nine. Foreigners needing to master the English coinage 
would find it a useful aid. 


SUE TAKES UP PHYSIOTHERAPY. Joan Llewelyn Owens. Bodley 

Head, 8s.6d. 1958. 19 cm. 186 pages. (Bodley Head Career Novels for Girls) 
Physiotherapy is one of the auxiliary medical services which have greatly expanded 
since the war. Its scope includes massage, manipulation, electro-therapy, hydrotherapy 
and other forms of remedial treatment. In this useful addition to an excellent career 
series, we follow Sue through her training-course at a London hospital. Her friendship 
with a young man who has to give up his medical studies because he becomes blind 
gives an opportunity to explore the openings in this profession for people who are 
thus handicapped, and who often develop gifts of sensitivity of touch which are denied 
to sighted practitioners. 


TOM’S MIDNIGHT GARDEN. A. Philippa Pearce. Oxford University 

Press, 10s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 236 pages. Illustrations by Susan Einzig. 
A well-written and sensitive variation on the theme of the ‘journey into the past’. 
A lonely boy, staying with relatives in a dull provincial town, discovers that at mid- 
night the past returns to the old house in which his uncle has a flat, that a beautiful 
garden covers the ground where little modern houses stand by day, and that people 
of a bygone age live in the house and walk in the garden. Only one of these people can 
see Tom: a little girl, whose need for a companion has brought him out of the future, 
as his parallel need has brought him into the past. This is an outstanding book, one 
which brings the theories of Dunne and Priestley into a form where their poetry and 
beauty can be felt by children. 


BRIGHTEYES. The Story of a Golden Hamster. Fritz Reinhardt. Translated 
from the German by Rosemary Davidson. Constable, 10s.6d. 1958. 24 cm. 102 pages. 
Illustrations by Benedek. 

Found by the Ritchie family in a petshop, ‘Brighteyes’ is a golden hamster descended 

from many generations born in captivity without losing the instincts which preserved 

the species in the wild. These lead to many adventures: meals of potted cactus plants, 
for instance, and nocturnal journeys under the floor. The children call their pet 

Johnnie, till one day he produces four babies and they have hastily to change his name 
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to Janie. This is a delightful book, excellently translated, in which much information 
about the care of hamsters is cunningly and undogmatically conveyed. 


THE KING OF THE GOLDEN RIVER, or, The Black Brothers. 
John Ruskin. New edition. Edmund Ward, 10s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 60 pages. Illustrations 
(1 in colour) by Charles Stewart. 
John Ruskin’s only story for children, written ‘at the request of a very young lady, 
and solely for her amusement’ in 1841 and published first in 1851, is given in its un- 
Bowdlerised and unabridged form, though with a glossary of words which children 
might find difficult, such as ‘adverse’, ‘malediction’ and ‘patrimony’. Set in Styria 
amid the mountain scenery which Ruskin loved to write about, it is about the quest 
of three brothers (two bad and one good) for a river of gold. The story is attractively 
illustrated here. 


MARIANNE DREAMS. Catherine Storr. Faber, 12s.6d. 1958. 20°5 cm. 
192 pages. Illustrations by Marjorie-Ann Watts. 

Like Miss Storr’s earlier books, this one shows her gift for writing unusual fantasies. 
It is about a little girl, bedridden after a serious illness, who finds herself dreaming 
recurrently about a house where she meets a boy who cannot walk. She learns that he 
really exists, though she has never known him except in this dream world where she 
plays with him and helps him to recover from his illness and to escape from deadly 
danger. The book ends as Marianne, now convalescent, awaits the arrival of the ‘real’ 
Mark. This is a fine piece of imaginative writing, suitable for younger ‘teen-agers. 


ANATOLE AND THE CAT. Eve Titus. Bodley Head, 7s.6d. 1958. 
25°§ cm. 32 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Paul Galdone. 

Anatole the mouse is disturbed at his cheese-tasting for the factory of M. Duval by a 

cat whose presence so upsets him that his work is seriously affected. How he retrieves 

his reputation by achieving the almost impossible feat, for a mouse, of belling the cat 

makes amusing reading for the very young, who will also be greatly entertained by 

the speaking illustrations. 


THE MOONBALL. Ursula Moray Williams. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 
1958. 20-5 cm. 142 pages. Illustrations by the author. 

This strange story concerns a group of boys and girls, aged between eleven and 
thirteen, who find a moonball on their cricket pitch after a summer storm. They 
quickly learn its nature and its magic properties, and one of them—the lonely Nipper 
—grows to love it. A Professor, whose scientific curiosity is awakened by his son’s 
account of it, has some unpleasant adventures when heé tries to dissect it. The moonball 
stays with the children till summer’s end and departs only when Nipper’s problems 
have been happily resolved. 


Non-fiction 
YOUR BOOK OF ARCHITECTURE. Agnes and Jack Allen. Faber, 
8s.6d. 1958. 21-5 cm. 72 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 


Designed to encourage young people to look closely at buildings of all periods, this 
little book is factual, short, and amply illustrated. A glossary explains the more difficult 
architectural terms. Complete beginners of almost any age should find the book useful. 
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HOW I BECAME A FASHION MODEL. Jean Dawnay. Nelson, 6s. 
1958. 18-5 cm. 96 pages. Illustrations. (Enterprise Library) 

Written in a friendly, unpretentious style by a model who has herself reached the top 
of her profession by the hard way, this book sets out very clearly the difficulties every 
beginner must be prepared to meet, and does not evade the fact that the routine of a 
model’s daily life is both exacting and exhausting. The rewards are described too, 
however, and they remain attractive. Any girl wishing to become a model would do 
well to keep this book for permanent reference. 


THE OTHER CINDERELLA. Nicholas Stuart Gray. Oxford University 
Press, 8s.6d. cloth; 4s. paper covers. 1958. 19 cm. 118 pages. Illustrations by Joan 
Jefferson Farjeon. 

In his new version of the most popular pantomime fairy-tale of all Mr. Gray has stood 
the old story on its head and introduced a number of ingenious pyschological twists. 
His Cinderella suffers more than a little from persecution mania, the Ugly Sisters are 
by no means unattractive and the Fairy Queen and Demon King find that their tried 
and tested formulas need some bringing up to date. The effect depends on a sufficient 
familiarity with the conventional Cinderella pantomime to appreciate the contrast, 
but the play is delightfully written and should appeal to children from ten or eleven 
upwards. 


WORLD BALLET. Edited by Arnold Haskell assisted by Mary Clarke. 
Hulton Press, 12s.6d. 1958. 25 cm. 160 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. (A Girl 
Book) 

Variety and originality make this miscellany of pictures and articles an excellent 

introduction for young people. It is both lively and trustworthy. Besides the editors, 

authorities like G. B. L. Wilson, Ivor Guest, Celia Sparger and James Monahan write 
on their special subjects, including the essentials of history and appreciation, sugges- 
tions for further reading, and various specialised aspects of making a career in ballet. 

Among numerous refreshingly written accounts of dancers and ballets, Ursula 

Moreton’s sketch of Margot Fonteyn, and Irina Baranova’s fragment of autobiography 

are worth special note. 


THE FABER BOOK OF NURSERY VERSE. Edited by Barbara 
Ireson. Faber, 25s. 1958. 25-5 cm. 286 pages. Illustrations by George Adamson. 
Indexes. 

Designed primarily for young children, this anthology is not only attractive but 

practical. In her choice of verse, whether recent or traditional, the editor has been 

guided chiefly by the reactions of children to whom the pieces have been read rather 
than those of any adult ‘experts’. Contents are divided into sections headed: Songs; 

Sense and Nonsense; Misadventure; Pets; Jingles; All Sorts of People; Limericks; 

Sayings; Walks, Rides and Journeys; and Kings and Queens. Highly recommended. 


THE REAL BOOK OF GAMES. Joseph Leeming. Dennis Dobson, 10s.6d. 
1958. 20-5 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Ida Scheib. Bibliography. Index. 
Additions and revisions have been made in this edition of a book first published in 
America in 1953. It contains a very good selection of games for young people, cover- 
ing most circumstances and occasions—games for numbers large or small, with a 
special section of games for two; indoor and outdoor games, quiet, active, boisterous; 
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and stunts to perform at parties. A brief list of other books on games concludes a 
volume that will please and interest most young people. 


THE BOY SCIENTIST. John Lewellen. Phoenix House, 18s. 1958. 22-5 cm. 
268 pages. Illustrations by Robert Barker. Diagrams. Index. 

Originally published in the U.S.A., John Lewellen’s book is an attempt at introducing 
the young reader to the basic principles of physics (other branches of science are not 
dealt with) by the historical method. The chapters take the work of famous scientists, 
from Galileo to Einstein, using them as pegs on which to hang the appropriate 
principles and their applications. Thus the flight of rockets is related to the mechanics 
of Galileo and Newton, and jet-engines to Boyle’s law. The book is simply written, 
without condescending, and is well illustrated. 


A RING OF TALES. Compiled by Kathleen Lines. Oxford University Press, 
12s.6d. 1958. 20°5 cm. 248 pages. Illustrations by Harold Jones. 

A collection of poems and stories for children which covers all the seasons of the year. 

Shakespeare, Blake, Herrick, Walter de la Mare are among the poets represented; 

Alison Uttley, Arthur Ransome and A. A. Milne among the prose writers. There are 

folk tales and legends, too. What distinguishes this collection is the high literary 

quality of almost every item it contains. Highly recommended. 


JAPANESE TALES AND LEGENDS. Retold by Helen and William 
McAlpine. Oxford University Press, 15s. 1958. 22 cm. 222 pages. Illustrations (some 
in colour) by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. (Oxford Myths and Legends) 

A collection of Japanese epics and legends, folk and fairy tales, made by a British 
Council official and his wife during their posting to Japan. Both the authors have a 
keen enthusiasm for the country and its culture; both write with a lively, entertaining 
pen; and both have a flair for storytelling. As a result, their book is sympathetic, well 
written and very readable. Extracted, with the help of Japanese friends, direct from 
the originals, their stories have a genuine ring; they bring Japanese legend, once so 
fantastically remote, within reach of the ordinary reader, of all ages, in the world 
outside the islands of Izanagi and Izanami. 


LOCOMOTIVES. Brian Reed. Temple Press, 1os.6d. 1958. 21 cm. 144 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. (The ‘Power and Speed’ Series for Boys) 

Locomotives of all types are described in this well-written survey, suitable for young 

readers of about 15 or upwards. Boys with some interest in the subject will have no 

difficulty in following the text, which has not been ‘written down’, but the complete 

novice may need a little help. 


A GOLDEN LAND. Stories, Poems, Songs, New and Old. Edited by James 
Reeves. Constable, 25s. 1958. 24 cm. $12 pages. Illustrations by Gillian Conway and 
others. Indexes. 

Mr. Reeves has made a considerable reputation in recent years both as a poet and a 

story-writer for children. This anthology of stories, poems, and songs (including their 

tunes) ranges far afield and is skilfully chosen. It contains famous anonymous pieces 
in prose and verse, classic stories by Charles Kingsley, Kipling, the brothers Grimm 
and other European and American writers and a generous measure of work by the 
leading contemporary children’s authors such as Arthur Ransome and Tove Jansson. 
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It includes attractive line drawings and has something for every taste between six 
and twelve. 


KING OF KINGS. Malcolm Saville. Nelson, 21s. 1958. 22 cm. 278 pages. 
Illustrations (2 in colour). Maps. Index. 

While this volume with it direct and engaging style would appeal to readers of all 
ages, it is especially appropriate for readers of the 11-13 group. The author succeeds 
in importing vitality into his narrative of the life of Jesus, and by brief yet illuminating 
comments combined with apt quotations from the Bible unveils the relevance of the 
central figure for the life of today. The book is governed by the conviction that the 
gospels are not sentimental fairy tales but dramatic records of well-attested events. 


A CHILD’S GARDEN OF VERSES. Robert Louis Stevenson. Blackie, 
8s.6d. 1958. 22 cm. 86 pages. Wood engravings by Joan Hassall. 

Generations of children have enjoyed these poems written for them by the author of 

Treasure Island. This new edition is made specially attractive by the wood-engravings 

of Joan Hassall which, like the verses themselves, will not only appeal to children but 

refresh adults with their child-like wonder at the world. 


THE REAL BOOK OF ELECTRONICS. Edward Stoddard. Edited by 
Helen Hoke and Patrick Pringle. Dennis Dobson, 10s.6d. 1958. 20 cm. 192 pages. 
Illustrations by Frank Schwarz. Bibliography. Index. 

The first in a new series, designed for young people of ten and upwards, which 
attempts to provide authentic and up-to-date information on subjects of real interest 
in everyday life. The present volume covers not only the more obvious aspects of 
electronics such as radio and television, but contains chapters on a number of lesser 
known applications such as electrostatic filters, xerography, radio telescopes, ultra- 
sonics, transistors and nuclear batteries. The book is well written but the number and 
quality of the illustrations fall short of what is desirable in a book of this kind. 


MOTORCARS. Philip A. Turner. Temple Press, 10s.6d. 1958. 21 cm. 134 pages. 

Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. (The ‘Power and Speed’ Series for Boys) 
After a technical explanation of how a motor car works (there are helpful illustrations), 
Mr. Turner gives an outline of the history of motoring, discusses pre-war and post- 
war Cars, comments on new trends in design, examines the development of motor 
racing and sports cars, and provides some useful advice on the art of being a spectator 
at racing events. The last chapter, entitled “Drive and Stay Alive’, contains brief but 
valuable information on the art of driving. This book will interest most motor-minded 
boys between the ages of 10 and 15, as well as some of their elders; its fund of factual 
information is clearly presented. 


NURSERY RHYMES. Collected by A. H. Watson. Dent, 12s.6d. 1958. 
21-5 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by the compiler. Index. (Children’s 
Illustrated Classics) 

Children will like this collection, which contains most of the traditional nursery 

rhymes with a number of unfamiliar ones. There are drawings on every page, which 

are amusing without being too whimsical, arch, or over-sophisticated. The paper is 
rich and creamy, the binding solid. 
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